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(Note by the Delegation of the United Kingdom) 

The Delegation of the United Kingdom suggest for the consideration of the 

Assembly that an exception to the custom that the proceedings of the General 

Committee should be confidential should be made when the General Committee 

is considering nominations for Members to be elected to designate a person to 

serve on the Executive Board and in preparing the list that the Committee is 

required by Rule 80 of the Rules of Procedure to draw up and transmit to the 

Assembly. 

The question of this election is already difficult. It has been necessary 

to make a compromise between a free but unorganized election in Plenary Session 

of the Assembly and the practical difficulty of securing in a reasonably short 

time by such a method a new Executive Board of the composition indicated by 

Article 24 of the Constitution. The United Kingdom Delegation believe that 

(although improvements in that procedure may yet be found) a satisfactory 

compromise has been secured by the additions to the Rules of Procedure that were 

adopted by the Second Health Assembly but it appears to them that the balancing 

of considerations that is embodied in these new rules may be seriously preju-

diced if part of the procedure that is entrusted to the General Committee is 

carried out in private or even in secret and that delegates not on the General 

Committee are therefore ignorant of the considerations on which the list trans-

mitted to the Assembly is framed. 

The essential point of the procedure now in force is that the General 

Committee should be responsible for preparing the list. It is not essential 

that the list should be prepared in secret and we feel that it will be more 

satisfactory to all if it were debated by the Committee openly. 
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The United Kingdom Delegation do not suggest that the meeting of the 

General Committee should be open to the press csr public-while this matter is 

under consideration or that any delegates other than members of the Committee 

should take part in the proceedings.' They propose, however, for the considera, 

tion of the Assembly that one delegate from each delegation not represented 

on the General Committee should be permitted to attend the Committee*s proceed-

ings, but not to take part in them, while elections to the Executive Board are 

under consideration by the Committee. 

The United Kingdom Delegation accordingly submits to the Assembly the 

following resolutions-
•j 

The Third Health Assembly suggests to the General Committee that it 

should consider the democratic importance of admitting members of 

delegations to attend meetings when the election of members to designate 

persons to serve on the Executive Board is under consideration. 


