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PROBLEM OF THE PROLIFERATION AND OVERLAPPING OF THE 
PROGRAMMES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND OF SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

(Provisional Agenda Item P. 11.4.1) 

In accordance with the decision of the Executive Board at its fifth session"*" 
the Director-General has the honour to transmit to the Third World Health Assembly 
the text of a resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at 
its 255th plenary meeting on 24 November 1949 on the problem of the proliferation 
and overlapping of the programmes of the United Nations and of specialized 

2 
agencies! 

"The General Assembly 

Considering that the proliferation of activities and the multiplicity 
of projects and programmes may impair the effectiveness of the United 
Nations and the specialized agencies, impeding the necessary concentration 
on projects and programmes of primary importance. 

Considering; further, that the resulting excessive number of sessions 
and meetings, as well as the creation of subsidiary organs, is placing a 
severe burden on the technical and personnel resources of Member States, 
rendering difficult an adequate participation and representation of their 
Governments in international work, 

Noting with concern that the majority of Member States are encountering 
increasing difficulties in meeting the contributions and other indirect 
expenses incidental to their membership in the various international 
organizations, 

Bearing in mind that the co-ordination of the increasing activities 
of the international or¡¿aninations already constitutes a very complex problem, 
which would be further aggravated by a too rapid growth of those activities, 
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Considering the desirability of concentrating the limited technical, 
administrative and financial resources of Member States for the effective 
implementation of projects already approved or under consideration, which i 
cover a wide variety of fields, and of limiting new initiatives, in so 
far as possible, to those which are of an urgent nature or deemed'-necessary 
to achieve the objectives of plans already initiated, 

Resolves therefore ' < • • 1 , i :••' ; ; v • 
1. To urge Member States to refrain from initiating new'projects 

other than those which are urgently required and which can be effectively 
carried out ; 

2. To draw the attention of the competent organs of the United 
Nations and of the specialized agencies to the recommendations contained 
in the annex to resolution 259 (IX) of the Economic and Social Council 
of 9 August 1949s with special attention to paragraph 2 relating to a 
greater concentration of effort and available resources j-*-

3. To request the Secretary-General,, through the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination, to assist the Economic and Social Council in 
the discharge of its responsibility in this regard by patting before it 
any relevant recommendations ; 

4. To request the Secretary-General to supplement the Catalogue of 
Economic and Social projects with such information on costs and duration 
of projects described therein as may be available ; 

5. To request the Economic and Social Council to review the 
Catalogue referred to above in terms of categories of priorities and to 
report thereon to the fifth regular session of the General Assembly; 

6. To commend the Economic and Social Council for the initial 
action it has taken looking towards the termination, absorption and inte-
gration of certain inter-governmental organizations and. the establishment 
of relationships between other such organizations and the United Nations 
or the specialized agencies, and to urge the Members of the United Nations 
concerned to take such action as may be necessary to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Council; and further 

7. To request the Council to pursue its work on this .matter with 
a view to simplifying the structure of г he 3-П tor-governmental organizations 
and reducing the over-all cost' of participation therein," 

See Annex 



I If the World Health Assembly has no other comments to make it may wish to 
I adopt the following resolutioni 
i 

The Third World Health Assembly 

NOTES and ENDORSES the decision of the Executive Board concerning 
proliferation and overlapping of the programmes of the United Nations and 
specialized agencies. 
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ANNEX 

Paragraph 2 of Annex to Resolution 259 (IX) of 
the .Economic.- and Social Council of 9 August 1949 

"2, Priorities : 

The General Assembly, by resolution 210 (ill) of 18 November 1948, 
drew the Council's attention to the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions that, in order to 
achieve stability of the ibudgets of the United Nations and of the 
specialized agencies at.the minimum consistent with the implementation 
of their basic instruments and with the financial resources of member 
governments Sor all international activities, continuing attention 
should be given to questions of priority and urgency within their 
programmes. The importance of establishing such priorities had 
already been emphasized by the Council itself in resolution 128 (VI) 
of 10 March 1948. 

The Committee noted in this connexion the large number and variety 
of projects in the economic and social fields which are being undertaken 
or contemplated by the United Nations and the specialized agencies and 
the growing complexity of the task of ensuring effective co-ordination 
of international activities in these fields. 

It seemed essential at this juncture to take stock of the scope of 
the activities carried out by international organizations in the 
economic and social fields. All appropriate measures should be taken to 
maximize tne contribution of such activities towards the achievement of 
the economic and social objectives of the Charter, and in particular 
there should be a greater concentration of effort and available 
resources. 

The Committee accordingly felt that the economic and social projects 
undertaken by the United Nations and the specialized agencies-*- should be 
limited to those in respect of which there exist practical possibilities 
of implementation, not only from the administrative, but also from the 
budgetary point of view. At the same time, it emphasized the importance 
of reasonable flexibility in the administrative and programme arrange-
ments of the specialized agencies and of United Nations organs to enable 
them to undertake new tasks as circumstances require within the limita-
tions of existing staff, facilities and budgets. 

The USSR Belegation requested that its views be recorded that the 
Secretary-General should act on the principle that the cost of the 
above-mentioned projects, if undertaken by the United Nations at 
the request of one or more governments or for the specialized 
agencies, should be borne by those governments or specialized 
agencies, 
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The Committee recommends that urgent attention should be given to the 
above principles by the competent organs of the United Nations and the 
specialized agencies, and that the*AGO should report to an early session 
of the Council on the measures taken," 


