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The following comments are submitted for consideration in connexion 
with the recomme.ndation of the fifth session of the Executive Board regarding the 
International Certificates of Vaccination.̂ " 

(1) Since the existing Certificates form part of International Treaties (The Air 
and Maritime Conventions of I9WO they can only be replaced or modified Ъу a 
further act of equivalent legal force, unless two or more parties to these 
conventions.were to make as between themselves bilateral or multilateral treaties 
for the use of the new forms of certificates. 

This point is brought out in the report of the Legal Sub-Committee 
2 of the Expert Committee on Epidemiology and Quarantine. 

0) At the time of the Third World Health Assembly, the Certificates of Vaccination, 
as revised by the Legal Sub-Committee, will be in the hands of Governments for 
consideration, prior to the drafting of the final text of the International 
Sanitary Regulations in October by the Expert Committee. If the revised Certifi-
cates were to be made the subject of international legislation before this final 
version, it would be impossible to take account of comments or recommendations 
by Governments as to their form and substance. 

2 Off. Rec. World Health Org. 25, item 2.1.2 
WHO/Epid/ 33 



лз/15 
Rige 2 

(3) Although the existing Certificates could he replaced by virtue of special 
Regulations adopted for the purpose under Articles 21 and 22 of the Constitution, 
such a course would hardly веет worthwhile in view of the submission of the new 
International Sanitary Regulations to the Fourth World Health Assembly in 1951* 
Having regard therefore to the short period for which such special Regulations 
would remain in force, and the desirability of limiting International legislation 
to the minimum necessary, the Third World Health Assembly may consider that it 
would be preferable to deal with the replacement of the existing Certificates 
at the saю» tie® «s the Sanitary Conventions themsel^s, Bseafly art the time af 
the adoption of tfcô Üfttermtional Sanitary Regulation». 

The following draft resolution is therefore submitted to the 
Assembly for consideration : 

The Third World Health Assembly 

NDTES the recommendation of the fifth session of the Executive Board concerning 
the replacement of the existing International Certificates of Vaccination 
against Yellow Fever, Smallpox and Cholera;-*- and 

DECIDES nevertheless to .postpone consideration of such replacement until such 
time as the International Sanitary Regulations are presented to the World 
Health Assembly for adoption. 
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Note submitted by the Delegation of the United Kingdom 

The Delegation of the United Kingdom have considered the proposals 
contained in paper A3/15 in relation to the relevant resolution of the 
Executive Board. That resolution contained a recommendation of which the 
introductory paragraph isj-

"RECOMMENDS that the Third World Health Assembly invite Member States 
to adopt the recommendations made by the Expert Committee on International 
Epidemiology and Quarantine as regards the form of International ^ 
Certificates of Vaccination and the provisions concerning them. 

In the view of the United Kingdom Delegation, the proposals contained in 
paper A3/15 go beyond the recommendation of the Executive Board, imply a 
formality of procedure and involve certain legal difficulties which may 
hamper the early.practical adoption of the simplifications recommended by the 
Expert Committee. 

The Delegation agrees with the comment contained in paragraph (1) of 
paper АЗ/15 except that it appears to them that a bilateral understanding, 
rather than a formal treaty, will normally be sufficient to bring the simpler 
procedure into operation. 
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The Delegation agrees that the new certificates and procedures cannot 
formally .replace those embodied in the current International Sanitary-
Conventions without some such formalities as are set out in paper A3/15. 
In their view, however, such a formal replacement is not at this stage 
essential to voluntary bilateral agreements to follow the simpler procedure. 

The Delegation calls attention to the final clause of Article 15 of the 
International Sanitary Convention of 192Ó which reads as followsi-

"The measures as laid down in this chapter shall be regarded as a 
maximum within the limits of which Governments may regulate the 
procedure, which may be applied to ships on their arrival" 

and to the corresponding provision in Article 21 of the International 
Sanitary Convention for Aerial Navigation of 1933. In their view, both 
the relevant provisions of later Conventions, and the recommendations of 
the Executive Board which are now under discussion are governed by these 
provisions, whióh permit the adoption, by mutual consent, of procedures 
falling short of the prescribed maxima. 

They suggest therefore the formal adoption by the Third Health Assembly 
of the recommendation of the Executive Board. 


