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1. ADMISSION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

TO MEMBERSHIP OF WHO

4

The PRESIDENT: Before opening the discussion on the items on the

agenda, I have the great pleasure of informing you that -we have

received notice from the Secretariat of the United Nations to the effect

that the State of Israel has now deposited the proper instruments of

ratification with the"Setretary- General of the United Nations;

Israel being at the same time a Member of the United Nations, the

conditions are thereby fulfilled, and Israel is a Member of WHO.

It is indeed a great pleasure to be able to welcome Israel as

a Member of the Organization. Israel, as we all know, fulfils the

very strange position of being at the same time an old and a new

nation. We are quite sure that Israel in joining WHO will be able

to contribute both with the experience of an old nation and the will

to develop which a new nation possesses. With these few words I

have pleasure on behalf of the Second World Health Assembly in

welcoming the new Member.

The Chair recognizes the chief delegate of Israel.

Dr. NOACK, (Israel): Mr. President, I thank you for your kind

congratulations and I thank the Assembly for its friendly, welcome. I

wish to express the satisfaction of my delegation with the fact that the

State of Israel is now a Member of the World Health Organization. I

can assure you'that we shall do our best to co- operate fully and loyally

with the other Member States, especially those in the Eastern

Mediterranean Area, to which we belong. We wish to take an active

part in the work of WHO. I am glad to take the opportunity to express

the thanks of my Government to the Executive Board, the Danish Red

Cross and UNICEF for including Israel in the BCG Campaign which will

start in our country next autumn. We are an old nation but a young

State and we have much to learn. We hope to receive the help and

the guidance of WHO and of its institutions. But we are ready not

only to receive but also to give. We see in this peaceful co- operation

of the nations of the world one of the greatest achievements of our

time and we shall be proud to contribute our share to the noble work

of the World Health. Organization.
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/(The PRESIDENT: As you will recall, the First World Health

Assembly assigned Palestine to the Eastern Mediterranean Area. Israel

has now announced that it w uld like to be assigned to the Eastern

Mediterranean Area, being part of the territory which has already been

assigned to that region. I must ask whether there is any objection,

although I feel that there will be none.

Are there any objections?

That is accepted.

2. RULES OF PROCEDURE:

SUSPENSION OF RULE 10'
(A2/75, A2/75 Rev.l and A2/75 Rev.l Add.l )

The PRESIDENT: The General Committee has proposed that the

Assembly suspend Rule 10 during the remaining plenary meetings. The

Belgian delegation has put in a document (A2/75 Rev.l Add.l) signifying

that the Belgian delegation_ agrees to this proposal provided that

the Assembly has first of all given its approval in each particular

case. The matter was considered today by the General Committee,

which felt that the Belgian proposal would defeat the purpose of the

suggestion of the General Committee; therefore that Committee could not

recommend to the Assembly acceptance of the Belgian amendment.

Are there any objections to accepting the suggestion of the

General Committee? In the absence of any opposition, the suggestion

of the General Committee is accepted.

3. FOURTH REPORT OF THE

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

The PRESIDENT: I would then ask your permission to consider first

the Fourth Report of the Committee on Credentials. Are there any

objections? No objections? I have pleasure in calling upon the

Rapporteur of the Committee on Credentials.

fi Dr. KAZI (Pakistan), Rapporteur of the Committee on Credentials:

The Fourth Report of the Committee on Credentials.

The Committee on Credentials met on 25 June 1949 at the Palazzo

Venezia, Rome, under the chairmanship of Professor Canaperia

(Italy). The representatives of the following countries

were present: France, Italy, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal,

Union of South Africa, Uruguay and Venezuela. The

committee accepted the credentials of the delegations
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of Argentine and Syria, inviting their members to take part in the

work of the Assembly as delegates, and now proposes to the Assembly

that the validity of these credentials should be recognized.

Since the last meeting of the committee, the Secretary -General of

the United Nations has stated that he has received the instrument

of ratification of the Constitution of the World Health Organization

by the State of Israel., The credentials presented by the delegates

of the State of Israel having been found in order, the Committee on

Credentials proposes to the Health Assembly that their validity be

recognized.

The PRESIDENT: You have heard the fourth report of the

Committee on Credentials. Are there any comments? Any objections?

In the absence of opposition, the fourth report of the Committee

on Credentials has been accepted.

4. ELECTION CF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE
ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (A2/88)

The PRESIDENT: I would like to suggest that we now pass on

to point 12 of to -day's agenda. We must assume that some voting

will take place, and while the votes are being counted we shall have

time for the other items on the agenda; therefore to my mind we

should save time in now taking item 12. Is that acceptable?

Thank you.

The relevant document is A2/88. In presenting this papo' to

you on behalf of the General Committee, it would, I think, be

unnecessary for me to remind you of the very great importance of

the elections which we are now going to undertake. I have to remind

you that under Article 24 of the Constitution there are two criteria

which we havé to take into consideration in electing Members to

designate persons to serve on the Executive Board. We have to take

into account an equitable geographical distribution, and we also have

to take into consideration the ability of the country elected to

designate ?!a person technically qualified in the field of health".

I should also like to recall to your attention Article 29 of

the Constitution, "The Board shall exercise on behalf of the whole

Health Assembly the powers delegated to it by that body." That

means that we are not here electing people who are going-to act as

representatives of their awn countries, following inttructions from

their governments, in the Executive Board. We are going to elect

people who are trustees of the whole Health Assembly and who, under
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the Constitution, have the duty to carry out the functions

delegated to them in the Constitution and by the World Health

Assembly. Therefore, I would ask you all, in considering the

suggestions put before you, to take into consideration also the

ability of the designated country to elect a person with a truly

international point of view.

As you will see from the document before you, it was

unfortunately hot possible to reach a unanimous decision in the

General Committee. It would have made our task and yours easier

had that been the case, but it did not happen. If you take the

list before you of six members who, if elected, would, in the

opinion Of the majority of the General Committee, give a balanced

distribution of the Executive Board, and if you compare it with

the present composition of the Executive Board and with the number

of ratifications in the different geographical areas of the world,

you will have the' following picture.

In the Western Pacific Area, where we have now four members,

there are at present two members of the Executive Board. If

you accept the six names suggested to you, it will mean that

that area will still have two, members on the Executive Board,

but that one country, Australia will have been substituted by

another country from this same area, the Philippines. It has

been questioned whether this is in full conformity with the

provision of the Constitution that there should be equitable geo-

graphic distribution.

If you take the Eastern Mediterranean Area, you will find in

the same way that we have now twelve full members. One country

from that area, Iran, is now leaving the Executive Board. If

you accept the six names, another country from the same area -

Turkey - will enter the Executive Board, giving the same proportion

of members on the Board.

If you take the Western Hemisphere, you will find that

while there are now three members of the Executive Board from

that hemisphere, there would, if you accepted the six names

presented to and recommended by the General Committee, be an

increase from that area, giving that area four instead of three

members. It would mean re- election of the United States of

America, and adding Venezuela as a member of the Board. In this connexion
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I should like to remind you of the discussion which took place

during the First World Health Assembly, where it was stated, not once

but several times, that if the number of ratifications from the

Western Hemisphere was increased, the Western Hemisphere would have a

certain moral right to increase its membership.

It seems, therefore, only fair that this area should increase its

members on the Executive Board from three to four.

Under all circumstances, one area will have to sacrifice, and as

you will see from the documents, the area which will have,to sacrifice

if you accept the list of six is the South -East Asia area. There

are now two members of the Executive Board and five full Members in

that area; Ceylon is going out, and there is no suggestion for

replacement from the area.

Finally, if you take Europe, there are now,eight members of the

Executive Board and 26 full Members in the area. Greece has

indicated its intention to beassigned,to the European Area, and the

number will thereby be increased to 27. Again, if you accept the

list suggested to you, it would mean that the European Area would have

as now eight members on the Executive Board. The suggestion is re-

election of the United Kingdom, and Italy substituting for Norway,

Again, as in the case of the Western Pacific'Area, it has been

questioned whether: this' is in full compatibility with the Constitution,

which asks for an equitable geographic distribution.

Under Rule 79 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health

Assembly it is the duty of the General Committee to present not only

the six names which we have (which I have dealt with now), but,also

three additional names, making altogether a list of nine names. The

paper A2/88 has been presented to you in this form to make it quite

clear that those three additional names were selected in a special

group taken in the General Committee after the first six names had been

selected. I' should also like to draw your attention to the fact that

there were only 12 members of the General Committee present and voting

when the last vote'was taken. Therefore you should not pay too much

attention to the difference in the figures of votes which you will find

between Australia and the two other countries on the list, Pakistan

and Sweden.
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In finishing I should like to say that we had at the First World

Health Assembly a great deal of difficulty in.electing.an Exe- butive

Board which was satisfactory to everybody. It seems to me, if I may

say so (though I have been a member of the Executive Board. myself), that

the criticisms raised agaiñst.that Executive Boad during this Assembly

have not been many and have not been serious. Also I should like to say

that if a geographical area for some reason or another will have today

to sacrifice one member of the Executive Board, it is in my opinion the

duty of the next World Health Assembly to look with special care into

the situation which will have been thereby created -- to see to it that

such a sacrifice would not in any way create a precedent.

I have been asked several questions as to the procedure for the

voting, and although we have not reached the stage of voting yet, I

should like at once to announce the main rules. There are now nine

nominations, six of them recommended. If there, are no other nominations

in the coúrse of this discussion today to be taken into consideration,

then the procedure will be that voting slips with those nine names will

be distributed before we. proceed to vote, and then the delegates will

please delete from that paper three names, leaving the six others on

the slips; and if there are not six names gn the voting slip that paper

is regarded as null and void. Also if there are more than six names

that paper will be null and void.

The matter is open for discussion; are there any comments?

Dr. BERGMAN 03weden)v. In the north_of Europe there is a. group of

five countries, where the climate, social conditions and the way of life

are almost identical. This geographic area consists of Denmark, Finland,

Iceland, Norway and Sweden. The education of the people in these

countries is very good, and, as is well known to you, the medical and

hygienic standard is high. This is demonstrated by our exceedingly low

infant mortality rate, and low epidemic incidence and death rate; it is

also shown by the very high expectation of life in our part óf the world.

We attribute these circumstances to our democratic and well -developed

system of medical care for the population and our effective public- health

supervision.

I am sure that the opinion of this Assembly is that the Nordic

representation on, the Executive Board.has contributed considerably to

the good results achieved there. -I think you will also agree that our
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Scandinavian countries have taken an active and important part in the

work of developing the health of the peoples of the world. Nay delegation

believes that it would be of great value if the Nordic geographic area

could continue to be represented on the Executive Board in the future.

In article 24 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization,

it is clearly stated that the Health Assembly, in electing Members

entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board, has to take into

account an equitable geographical distribution. It therefore seems

reasonable that the five countries in the Nordic area should be represen-

ted on the Executive Board. The First World Health Assembly took this

into consideration, and elected one of the five Nordic countries -

Norway - to designate a person for the Executive Board. One out of

five countries seems to be a figure which corresponds rather well with

the general distribution of the Executive Board mandates among all

the Member States, which is about 1 : 3.5.

In agreement with the principles expressed at the First World

Health Assembly, we think that representation on the Board should

rotate and that generally a Member State should not be entitled to be

re- elected. This year it is Norway's turn to withdraw from the Board

and consequently the Scandinavian area will not be represented unless

the Assembly elects another of the five Nordic countries.

In conclusion,I would say that it would not only be unfair to this

geographic area, but also a loss to the work of the World Health

Organization, if these northern countries should be prevented from

taking part in the work of the Executive Board. I therefore propose

that this geographic area, consisting of five countries, should be

represented on the Executive Board and that the Assembly should elect

one of the Scandinavian countries to designate a person to serve on the

Board.

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia): I had intended to make my remarks after

the voting, but seemingly there will not be an opportunity to do that.

For that reason I shall. have to make some observations now. According

to the list which is before us, we have omitted one geographical

region -- that is the South East Asia region -- in order that we may

fulfil the requirements of another region the american region --

which is justly due another Member. Last year, if I remember correctly,

someone suggested that we should increase the number of persons on
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the Executive Board in order that there might be equal geographical

distribution amongst the members. But that proposal apparently did

not hold ground, for that reason we retained only the 18 members.

Now the American countries are beginning to ratify the Constitution

of the World Health Organization at a greater and faster pace than was

anticipated. Liberia is therefore proposing to this Assembly that we

should increase the number of members on the Executive Board so as to

meet this increasing membership of the World Health Organization. At

present the Americas have 15 Member countries; last year the number was

less; I believe they had only three representatives. This year they

are justly due four representatives on the Board. Perhaps next year,

or within the next two years, a further six or more countries of the

Americas will ratify the Constitution of the World Health Organization,

and they will justly deserve another member on the Board. We are at

present -- taking this list into consideration -- depriving one

region; I wonder what region will be the next to be deprived to meet

this increment of membership. I am quite sure that the European

countries will not be willing to have one or two fewer seats on the

Executive Board. The year after next, it will be Africa s turn to be

up for election, and I am sure that we from Africa will not agree to

be left off the Executive Board. I am therefore proposing, Mr.

President, that we should at this present Assembly take action to

increase the number of representation on the Executive Board.

Dr. WICKREMESINGHE (Ceylon): As the delegate of a country in the

only region that has been asked to make a sacrifice, I think I may

plead with you to give some consideration to two countries which are our

neighbours and good friends, and which we feel could help us in our

region. I refer to our good friends Australia and Pakistan. We, the

members of the South -East Asia Region, were unanimously agreed on one

point: namely, that the circumstances of our region were so urgent that

we should at all cost urge the retention of the two seats previously

allotted to this area. It was immaterial which countries should have

those seats.

We are not happy that the only representative of the region should

be a large country, especially when the President of the Regional

Organization comes from that country and the headquarters of the region

are located in the same country. We small countries have a sense of

pride and have no desire to be mere lookers -on, We therefore hoped

that one small country from the South -East Asia Region would be asso-

ciated with that big country on the Executive Board.
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The decision regarcing the Executive Board has been made and we

accept it loyally and in the spirit in which it has been made. I

do wish to assure my fellow delegates that until my chief and I came

to this Assembly we had no intention of seeking re- election to the

Executive Board. We thought it was right that we should stand down.

However, when we were made to understand that in conformity with the

wish of the Assembly, it was desirable that members who could make

some contribution to the great work of the World Health Organization

should continue for some little time, we, perhaps conceitedly, felt

we could make that contribution and therefore submitted our name for

consideration.

Well, Sir, as it will not be possible for us to contribute to the

work of the Executive Board, the only thing I can urge is that two

of our friends may be associated with you in your deliberations in

the Executive Board in order that our.problemsmay not be voiced by

one single country. I do want to take this opportunity also to

express our resentment at a statement that is supposed to have been

made by the chief delegate of India, that she was prepared to make a

sacrifice of one country in the South -East Asia Region. We do not

want to be offered as a sacrifice. We were the only country

concerned, as Siam, Burma and Afghanistan had not offered themselves

for nomination. I assure you that we never influenced any of those

countries to stand down, as is supposed to have been implied. As I

said before we offered ourselves for consideration in the best

interest of WHO. For the reasons I have given above may I ask you to

support Australia and Pakistan.

rt The BTRECTOR- GENERALS The proposal made by the delegate of Liberia

is relevant to an agenda item which has already been referred to the

Committee on Constitutional Matters. It was studied there., and the

report on that subject has been adopted by the Assembly at this session.

The substance is the same as the recommendation of the delegation of

Italy at the First World Health Assembly. This has already been dealt

with and is found in the documentation. I would suggest that this

matter has already been dealt with by this Assembly. The proper

procedure for re- introducing any such proposal would of course be to

submit it for consideraion, at the next :arid Health Asscr,bly.
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Rajkumari AMRIT KAUR (India) : I have only asked for this

opportunity to come here in order tt contradict the statement that has

been made by the delegate of Ceylon in regard to the position that I took

up in the General Committee.- It is not true to say that I agreed to make

the sacrifice. All, I said was this - that if a region has got to make a

sacrifice (and it was said that it was the South -East Asia Zone that was

to make the sacrifice), I pleaded, then, that this zone should have

representation, and that if we did not get enough votes in the General

Committee to come amongst the first six, at any.rate another country from

this zone might be put among the nine countries. And I went further, and

said that if we were unfortunate enough not to get votes even to come

amongst the nine countries that were to be put to the Health Assembly,.

then at any rate this absence of one representative from the South -East

Asia Zone should not be looked upon as a precedents and You,

Mr. President, have been kind enough to say that to the Health Assembly.

/C Dr. HOLM (Denmark): It is with great surprise that the Scandinavian

countries have seen the list of the six countries proposed by the General

Committee for election to the Executive Board. Among the six countries

there is no representative from the Scandinavian countries, which means

that if the list should be accepted by the Assembly, no Scandinavian

countries would be represented on the coming Executive Board. The five

Scandinavian countries make a very defined geographical area within the

European area, with their own public -health problems, and sometimes these

countries have their own special way of solving their health problems. In

our opinion, this fact alone should ensure that the five countries have a

right to at least one representative permanently on the Executive Board,

I should like..to add the following observation. The Scandinavian

countries have a special tradition in the field of international health

work. May I remind you of the considerable role the Scandinavian

countries played in the organization, which preceded the -World Health

Organization, namely the League of Nations Health. Organization, of which a

Scandinavian representative was President for sixteen years. We also feel

that, on the Interim Commission and the Executive Board of WHO, the

representative of the Scandinavian countries - the President of this

Assembly - has made a valuable contribution, and especially,has shown an

example of how a member of the Executive Board should act - not only as,a

representative of his own country or countries, but as an international.
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One other peculiarity of the Scandinavian countries in inter-

national health work is that they do not wish any considerable

support for themselves, but simply wish to make an active and practical

contribution to the health of the world, in assisting other countries,

wherever they can do so and wherever their assistance is wanted,

They are also demonstrating this principle in practice now,

Many Fellows from WHO are being taken by the Scandinavian countries.

In addition, special courses have been sponsored and financed by

Scandinavian organizations. During the last year more than 100

doctors from all partsof the world have been trained in the

Scandinavian countries. Furthermore, practical field work outside

the Scandinavian countries has been organized and partly financed by

Scandinavia.

We have at this moment more than 100 Scandinavian doctors and

nurses working in the BCG programme in countries in Europe and Asia,

and are planning to extend the work to still more countries, in Af_ica

and South America. I wish to stress that this work is not done by

one of the Scandinavian countries, but jointly by all the Scandi=ian

e ountrïes .

I admit that we are co- operating in this work primarily with

UNICEF, which is financing part of the enterprise. We also ha'J-

close co- operation with WHO, and we are all planning in the future

that WHO should more or less take over this work. I am afraid tha';

if the Second World Health Assembly should decide not tó have a

-Scandinavian representative on the Executive Board, unfavourable

feelings would be created in our countries. The decision might be

interpreted as a criticism of our work, and it would certainly not

directly encourage our efforts in the practical co- operation wi',h

in the future. We feel that the Scandinavian countries can rLdke a

real contribution in international health work, because we ep"ssEnt

a group of five Member countries, and because no other European

country is able to represent these specific problems and knowledge

Therefore we feel we have a right to be represented on the xec'itii *e,

Board of WHO. You will then allow me to recommend that :7-ou give

your. voteto Sweden as the representative for all the Sc.'îdiraciar.

countries..
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The PRESIDENT: Are there any further remarks? The Chair

recognizes the delegate cf Hungary.

Dr. SIMONOVITS (Hungary): The Hungarian delegation fully shares

the opinion explained by the dele?ates cf Sweden and Ddhmark. We are

convinced that the representation cf these countries on the Executive

Board is a great help in our work. The Hungarian delegation therefore

strongly supports the proposal made by the Scandinavian delegations.

-4 The PRESIDENTT:. Are there any further remarks? We will then proceed

tc vote. There are no further nominations?

There are new nine nominations before you, as presented in

document A2/88. I would ask the Secretariat tc distribute the ballot

slips. Ycu will, then, get a special ballot slip Which has been prepared

for this special voting. On that slip you will find the nine names

nominated. There is an asterisk against the names which are the six

first names on the list. That is mentioned in the ballot slip itself.

The procedure will then be that each delegate will strike out, by using

a pencil or pen, three cf the nine names, leaving six names. Aeain I

must recall to ycu that there must be six names, not more and nct less,

when you put your ballot slip finally in the box.

I would like to ask the chief delegate cf Brazil and the chief

delegate of Ireland to be kind enough to come to the rostrum and serve

as tellers.

Of course you are all aware that there is only one vote for each

delegation, for each Member State, and not one for each delegate.

- May I ask the Director- General to read the names of the Member

countries?

/
The Director- General read the names of the Members in the English

alphabetical order

5. FIRST REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE (A2/79)

The PRESIDENT: While the counting is going an, we will continue

with the agenda. We will now start with the first report of the

general committee (document x2/79).

Are there any observations ?' As there are no observations the

document is noted.
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6. SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS
(Document A2/'78)

The PRESIDENT: I have been asked now to procede to consider

the second report of the Committee on Constitutional Matters (document

A2/78).

Before calling upon the Rapporteur of the Committee on Consti-

tutional Matters, I have the authority of the General Committee to

ask you whether you would be willing to consider these reports

without reading them out in full in the Assembly.

In the absence of any opposition, that procedure is agreed.

Would there be any remarks or objections to document A2/78,

Second Report of the Committee on Constitutional Matters?

In the absence of any opposition, the second report of the

Committee on Constitutional Matters has been accepted.

7. THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS (Document
A2/85)

The PRESIDENT: We come to the third report of the Committee on

Constitutional Matters. Are there any observations or objections?

In the absence of any objections, the third report of.the

Committee on Constitutional Matters has been accepted.

8. FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS
(Document A2/86)

The PRESIDENT: Fourth report of the Committee on Constitutional

Matters - 'Action taken by Certain Countries with regard to Member-

ship in VHO1 (document A2/86). I have pleasure in calling upon

the Rapporteur of the Committee on Constitutional Matters.

Mr. CALDERWOOD (United States of America) Rapporteur; May I

suggest that the Chief Delegate of India be asked to introduce this

report?

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the chief delegate of India.

Rajkumari AMRIT KAUR (India): I have much pleasure in presenting

the resolution on the action taken by certain countries with regard to

membership in WHO. It was good to feel the unanimity of spirit

which motivated this resolution and I am happy that it has been sent
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to the Assembly. There can have been no Member, I am sure, who did

not receive with regret the news contained in the letters to the

Director -General from the Deputy Ministers of Health of the USSR,

Ukraine and Byelorussia. Whether these letters constitute with-

drawal or not is something which must be decided by legal experts and

I do not think it is necessary for this assembly to go into the

intricacies of the law. I believe that we here should consider the

position from the human point of view, because if we have understood

our calling we are first and foremost servants of humanity.

The aims and objects of this organization are clear. There can

be no twn opinions on the needs of the world in the sphere of health,

without which there can be no wellbeing and no happiness. Nor can

we attain our goal without the whole- hearted co- operation of the

entire world. The absence of representation of the USSR and the

other two republics of the Soviet Union therefore creates a lamentable

gap in our ranks which it should be the endeavour of this assembly

to fill with the utmost expedition.

I am aware that the argument may be raised as to why we should

make any further endeavour when the Executive Board has failed to

elicit any reply from the governments concerned to their appeal to

them. I am aware too that there is a body of opinion that feels that

the letters did not do justice to WHO. I regret that no reply, to

the first communication has been received from the countries concerned.

I agree that it is too early yet to condemn this Organization for its

sins of omission or commission. But if we are really keen to have

the collaboration of the Soviet Union we should not allow any mistakes

on their part to permit us to commit any error. Generosity generally

wins the hearts of the most implacable opponents. The representative

of the United States of America said in his address the other day to
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the Health Assembly, that his country was as anxious as any other

not to bring politics into the arena of WHO. That has been the

opinion of India from the very beginning and I am sure we all welcome

this assurance from the leader of the delegation of the United States

of America. This Organization has done useful work during its

very short existence. This work has got tó expand and there is no

one here but must think in terms of practical work, and that, too,

in the areas which need most assistance.

While cónstructive criticism is always welcome and indeed

necessary for the proper development of any work I think it will

add to our stature if we cease to indulge in mutual recrimination.

There is ample room in a representative body such as ours to place

grievances and problems before the General Committee, the Executive

Board and the various committees and I hold that no problem is

really insoluble if the will to solve it is there.

I feel, moreover, that each one of us can obtain justice and

fair play if we are ready to work in a spirit of give- and -take.

The essence of good life is healthy compromise from the individual,

the family unit, the village community, the city, the province,

the country upwards to the world and I am firmly convinced that we

can, through this agency of the United Nations, - the largest and

most representative specialized agency so far formed - make an

enormous contribution towards the breaking -down of those barriers which

to -day divide nations. But we can Only dó so if, in our conference

itself, we refuse to think in terms of iblocsil. We are here as one

solid "bloc11 to workcfor world health and I venture to submit that

our work for health includes mental health as well as physical.

The epidemic of fear and suspicion is even more dangerous for man

than cancer or malaria or tuberculosis. It is a virus that has

to be eliminated if we are to live; if we can eliminate it here,

we shall be the direct means of eliminating it elsewhere too.
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I ask this assembly, therefore, to pass this resolution

unanimously from their hearts, without fear and with boundless

faith, and I also plead with the countries concerned to respond to

this gesture in the spirit in which it is made. I hope it may

be possible for them to show their good will by sending, at this

late hour even,one representative to participate in the deliberations

of this session or at any rate in the next meetings of the Executive

Board. They may not, indeed none may, withhold their contribution

to a world endeavour of such value. It is even essential, for

the sake of their own vital needs, for every country to work from

within the Organization rather than remain outside.

With these remarks, Mr. President, I have much pleasure in

proposing this resolution and I ask the assembly to pass it with

one voice and with éclat.

A' Dr. SCHOBER (Czechoslovakia): I think there can be no doubt

in the minds of any of the delegates here present that there is

no delegation who would regret more than my delegation the absence

of the Soviet State at this Assembly. It is not only for the

reasons which have been so ably stated in the speech by the chief

delegate of India.

We in Czechoslovakia are in the process of building up socialism

and our duty as public health workers is to introduce socialist

medicine. Therefore, the Soviet States are for us a model and we

can say that the Soviet delegation at the last Assembly were our

teachers. It was for this reason that my delegation actively

participated in formulating the resolution before you.

However, the Soviet States, or their representatives, have

stated definite reasons why they cannot consider themselves any

longer Members of WHO.' They have criticized certain aspects of the

work of WHO and you are well aware that the Czechoslovak delegation has

on many occasions voiced similar criticisms. . At the first, or one of

the first plenary meetings of the Second World Health.Assembly, the

Czechoslovak Minister of Health in a detailed statement made clear

our position and our criticism of the work of WHO. We

therefore fully understand the withdrawal of the Soviet States
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and we believe that this resolution is a well -meant but half -hearted

attempt to bring themback, because only when the criticisms of the

Soviet States have been met will there be a possibility of their return.

I think that the presence of my delegation here shows clearly that

we in Czechoslovakia, and, I sincerely believe, the people of the Soviet

Union too, do not believe in blocs. I therefore assume that the remarks

made by the chief delegate of India were not meant for my delegation or

for the absent Soviet delegates. We sincerely hope that this Second

World Health Assembly will undertake the steps necessary to imirove the

work of the Organization, but for the reasons stated my delegation cannot

vote for this resolution and would like to abstain on it.

The PRESIDENT: Any fúrther remarks? Any objections? In the absence

of any opposition then, the Fourth Report of the Committee on Constitu-

tional Matters has been accepted. It is being recorded that the

delegate of Czechoslovakia has abstained from voting.

Dr. STOYANOFF (Bulgaria) (Interpretation from the French):

I apologize for my intervention now, but my delegation thought that a

vote would be taken on the resolution presented by the Indian delegation.

As it has not been taken, I wish my delegation to be recorded as having

abstained.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair regards the remarks of the delegate of

Bulgaria as a proposal for voting on this resolution, and the Chair is

glad to comply with that request. Would it be agreeable to you if we

took this vote by a show of cards.. Are there any objections?
' The Chair

recognizes the delegate of. Albania

Dr. KIOSI (Albania) (Interpretation from the French): I suggest

that the vote be taken by roll -call and the vote of every country be

recorded: either for, against, or abstention'.

The PRESIDENT: Under the Rules of Procedure, any country has the

right to ask for a vote by roll- call. The vote will therefore be made

by roll -call. We shall call the names and you will please answer "Yes"

if you are willing to accept the fourth report of the Committee on

Constitutional Matters, and "No" if you are not willing to accept it -

that is if you are opposed to it - and you will answer "Abstention" if

you would like to abstain from voting. Are you ready for the vote? I

call upon the Director -General to call the names of the Member States.
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The names of the Member. States were called in turn in English

alphabetical order.

The result of the vote was as follows: .

In favour: ;,Afghanistan, Argentine, Australia, Austria, Belgium,

Brazil, Burma, Canada, Ceylon, Chili, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican

Republic, Ethiopia, Finland,, France, Greece, Iceland, India, Iran, Ireland,

Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Liberia, Luxemburg, Mexico, Netherlands,

New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Portugal, El Salvador, Sweden,

Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United

Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela.

Abstained: Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland,

Yugoslavia.

The Fourth Report of the Committee on Constitutional Matters was

adopted by 44 votes to none, with 6 abstentions.

Y
9. THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME (A2/83)

The PRESIDENT: The next item on the agenda is the Third Report of

the Committee on Programme, document A2/83. Any comments? Any objections?

The Third Report of the Committee on Programme has been accepted.

10. FOURTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME (A2/84)

The PRESIDENT: Fourth Report of the Committee on Programme,

document A2/84 - any remarks, objections? The Fourth Report of the

Committee on Programme has been accepted.

11. REGIONAL OFFICES

The PRESIDENT: Item 8.19, agenda of the Assembly, Regional Offices,

(document A2 /1 Rev. 1, Add.l.) The General Committee recommends that the

items 8.19.1.5 (Africa) and 8.19.1.6 (Westérri Pacific) be re- allocated to

the Committee on Constitutional Matters. Any remarks, objections? The

recommendation of the General Committee has been accepted.
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12.1/(FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ¡DMINISTRL T LON AND ILLNANCE

The PRESIDENT: First Report of the Committee on Administration

and Finance, document A2/72; any observations? The Chair recognizes

the chief delegate of the Netherlands.

Dr. Van den BERG (Netherlands): I should like to speak on a minor

point which itself is not unimportant, but which involves a very

important principle.

In the introductory speech to the elections for the Executive

Board, Mr. Chairman, you have rightly stated that the members of the

Executive Board consist of persons designated by Members and that the

persons do not represent the States who have designated them. I had

the experience in the. First Asembly,_and again in the Second Assembly,

that again and again there, is a confusion about the status of the

members of the Executive Board, and this confusion persists in some of

the documents here before us in this Assembly. Again and again there

arises the opinion that the States and the members of the Board are the

same. Now, Mr., Chairman, in the report of the Committee on

Administration and Finance we are discussing now,we have the sarn ecrtfùsion.

I should like to ask you to examine page 3, section 7 -"Election of

Members and Alternate Members of the Organizationts Staff Benefit

Committee". There it is proposed to adopt the principle of appointing

the members and alternates to the Staff Benefit Committee from the

membership of the Executive Board. Here the confusion arises._ This

committee consists of members and it is very clearly stated in document

A2/16, page 4, " ... the following persons be appointed to represent

the Health Assembly on the WHO Staff Benefit Committee ..." We have

to deal with persons, and now it is proposed that these persons should

be appointed from the membership of the Executive Board. This morning

in the Committee on Administration and Finance it was pointed out by

the Chairman that we could not have these elections before we have the

elections for the Executive Board. But we have no elections of members

of the Executive Board; we have only the elections for States who have

the right to appoint members of the Executive Board, and who are the

members of the Executive Board for one, two or three years.
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It is quite possible that the members of the Executive Board who will

act the first year will be designated by a certain country, which has

also to designate a member the second year who will not be the'same.

During the first year of the Executive Board - the same was the case

in the two years of the Interim Commission - we have several members

coming in the place cf another member. So, to my mind, this confusion

will cause many difficulties. If a member is appointed now for three

years because he is a present member of the Executive Board, it does

not mean that he will be there for three years. That is the position

if there is another member the next year on the Executive Board, though

the first person is appointed for three years ?

Mr. CHIIRMAN, this proposal in the first place creates confusion.

It does not consider the membership of the Executive Board in the right

way. In the second place, I believe it is very impractical to combine

this membership of the Executive Board with membership of this

committee. because this committee deserves persons with certain special

qualities. It is in the interest of the personnel to have the right

men on this committee, and it is not always certain that this could be

combined with membership of the Executive Board. Therefore, I have the

honour to propose the deletion of the last paragraph of Section 7 in

document A2/72.

The PRESIDENT: I should like to call upon the Chairman of the

Committee on Administration and Finance.

Dr. SCHOBER (Czechoslovakia): Being myself a medical man, of

course I overlooked such a nice legal point as has been made by the

chief delegate of the Netherlands. The reason fór the step we have taken

and the committee has agreed, was that we thought we might save money

to the Organization by having someone from'the Executive Board to serve

as the member of this Staff Benefit Committee. We fully appreciate the

difficulty which the chief delegate cf the Netherlands has raised, and

I wonder whether it would meet his point if we could try to save money

by appointing a member of the Executive Board and alternates to this

committee, but make it clearly understood that should this member be

replaced by his Government, he still would'remain on this committee.

In other words, we could try to save money and hope the government will

leave - as we do sincerely hope, once it has named its representative

at the Executive'Board - the same person to come to the meetings of

. the Executive Bcard; but should the government decide to change,
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this person would still serve in this capacity. If this would meet the

criticism made by the chief delegate of the Netherlands, I am pretty

sure that the Secretariat and I, as Chairman of this committee, would

be only too happy to accept it.

The PRESIDENT: Would that satisfy the delegate of the Netherlands ?

Dr. vary den Berg (Netherlands): I fully agree with the procedure

that is proposed by the Chairman of the Committee on Administration and

Finance. But we could follow this procedure without having this

dangerous statement here, and I should like, to avoid another

misunderstanding in the future, to delete it. While fully agreeing

with the procedure proposed by the Chairman of the Committee, I propose

therefore the deletion of this last paragraph of document A2/72

section 7, page 3.

Dr. SCHOBER (Czechoslovakia): After consultation with the

Secretariat we would accept the deletion of this part of the document

as suggested by the chief delegate of the Netherlands,when and if the

Assembly agrees to it.

The PRESIDENTv It has been suggested by the chief delegate of

the Netherlands and seconded by the Chairman of the Committee on

Administration and Finance that we delete the last paragraph of section

7 of document A2/72. Are there any objections ?

Dr. CAMERON (Canada): It appears to the Canadian delegation that

the elimination of this paragraph completely undoes the purpose of

saving money. I would therefore suggest that this matter be put to

a vote.

The PRESIDENT: A vote has been requested and will now be taken.

Before doing so I should like to make quite clear that, if the Assembly

accepts the recommendation to delete this paragraph, that would not

prevent us from saving money in the way therein intended.

Are you prepared for the vote ? We shall vote first on the amended

text, which is that farthest removed in substance from the original.

Will those in favcur of accepting the first report of the Committee on

Administration and Finance, as amended, so signify by raising the

cards bearing the names of their countries., In other words, those in

favour of deletion will now raise the cards.
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Opposed ?

The motion has been carried. The first report of the Committee on

Administration and Finance, as amended, has been accepted.

13. SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE
(A2 /8l)

J
The PRESIDENT: Are there any observations ?

In the absence of observations, the second report of the Committee

on Administration and Finance has been accepted.

14. ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE PERSONS TO SERVE ON THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD (continued)

The PRESIDENT: tide shall now return to item 12 of the agenda.

The results of the voting are now ready:

Number of Members entitled to vote 64
Absent 11
Papers null and void 0

Abstentions 0

Number of Members present and voting 53
Number required for simple majority 27

I shall now name the countries concerned, the number of votes

received and whether or not the countries have been elected. The

countries arc named in order, according to the number of votes

received:

_United States of America 46 Elected
Venezuela '44 Elected
Turkey 43 Elected
Philippine Republic 36 Elected
Sweden -36 Elected
United Kingdom 35 Elected
Italy :10 Not elected
Pakistan 28 Not elected
Australia 20 Not elected

15. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL: A joint meeting of the Committees, on

Programme, and on Administration and Finance will be held at 9.30 a.m.

on Monday. The working party of the Committee on Administration and

Finance which has been set up to consider the financial responsibility

of the Executive Board will meet immediately following this meeting in

the same room in which they met before. The Committee on Programme will

meet to- morrow morning, Sunday, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDENT: Is there,any other business ?

The meeting is adjourned.

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.


