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Page 7: Delete the fourth paragraph and substitute:

Dr. VILLARAMA (Philippine Republic): In pursuance of,

and in conformity with, the general principle that each

region or area be represented in this General Committee, I

believe that the Philippine position is unique: it cannot be

considered properly as onevvith India, because of its great

distance from that vast country; it is, geographically and

commercially, the hub of the wheel in the Far East, Australia

and New Zealand being far dawn south in the Western Pacific Area,

Area, and thus being not quite disposed to join hands with us

in the consideration of the establishment of a regional

organization in that area with headquarters in the Philippines.

It seems to me, therefore, that the Philippine Republic, under

the circumstances, should obviously be represented in the

General Committee.
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1. ANNOUNCELENTS BY THE ACTING PRESIDENT

The ACTING PRESIDENT; I have some announcements to make.

Delegates are requested to fill in the white registration forms which

they will find on their desks. Those delegates who'have not yet

filled in the green form for the distribution of documents are

requested to do so immediately. At the close of the meeting both

forms should be left on the desks, where they will be collected by

the Secretariat. Members of participating inter -governmental

organizations and related non -governmental organizations are al so

requested to complete the registration forms.

2. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

The ACTING PRESIDENT; The first item on this morning's agenda

is the report of the Committee on Nominations. May I ask the

Chairman of the Committee on Nominations to come to the rostrum?

Rajkumari AMBIT KAUR (India), Chairman of the Committee on

Nominations; Mr. President, I have much pleasure in asking the

Rapporteur to read the decisions of the Nominations Committee, which

were unanimous.

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia) Rapporteur of the Committee on Nominations;

Mr. President, the Committee on Nominations met in Room D at 5 o'clock

yesterday. The members of the Committee were Brazil, Bulgaria,

Canada, Czechoslovakia, India, Liberia, New Zealand, El Salvador,

Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey.

The committee presents the following nominations for consideration

by the Second World Health Assembly;

As Honorary President Professor Mario Cotellessa, chief delegate

of Italy; as President, Dr. Karl Evang, chief delegate of Norway,

and for the three vice-presidents, the chief delegate of Ceylon,

the chief delegate of Egypt and the chief delegate of Mexico.
AitiotAimohao

As Chairman of the Committee on Pro ramme Dr van Zile Hyde,

of the United States of America; as Chairman of the Committee on

Constitutional Matters, Dr. Vollenweider, chief delegate of Switzerland;
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and as Chairman of the Committee on Administration and Finance,Administration
-.... .. . .

. _ .. ....: . e .

Dr. Schober., member of the Czechoslovak delegation.: ...

The following eight delegates as members of the General

Committee: the chief delegate of India, the delegate of Australia,

Dr. Dowling; Professor Froes of Brazil; Mr, Kazi of Pakistan;

Dr. Melville Mackenzie of the United Kingdom; Dr. Stamper, Yugoslavia;

Dr. Togba, Liberia and Médecin -Général Vaucel, France.

I submit this for your consideration.

3. ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF. THE ASSEMBLY

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I propose to proceed to the election of

the President of the Assembly.

Is the Assembly iñ'agreement with the proposal of the Nominations

Committee as regards the President of the Assembly? Are any

Members against it? It seems to me that there is no opposition.

If any one wishes to speak against it, will he please come to the

rostrum? I see no member coming to the rostrum, therefore I declare

that the proposal of the Nominations Committee with regard to the

nomination for the presidency is accepted.

The announcement was received with acclamation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT: I am very happy indeed to be able to

'introduce my old friend Dr. Karl Evang to the chair. Dr. Evang,

will you please come here to replace me?

Dr. Evang (Norway) took the chair.

4. ELECTION OF THE HONORARY PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT: Our next job, then, will be to elect the Honorary

President. YOU have all heard the nomination of the Nominations

Committee and I would like to ask if there is any opposition.

In the absence of any opposition I declare that Professor

Mario Cotellessa of Italy has been elected Honorary President of

the Second World'Health Assembly.
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It is my great pleasure to invite Professor Cotellessa to come

to the rostrum and take the place to my left. The Chairman of the

Executive Board, Sir Aly Shousha, Pasha, has just informed me that

he would like to join his own delegation. We thank him.

Professor Cotellessa took the chair to the left of the President

5. ELECTION OF THE THREE VICE -PRESIDENTS

The PRESIDENT: We then proceed to the next item, the election

of the three Vice -Presidents.

The Nominations Committee has nominated Dr. S.W.R.D. Banda hike,

chief delegate of Ceylon. Would there be any opposition ?

In the absence of any opposition I declare that Dr. S.W.R.D.

Bandaraike, chief delegate of Ceylon has been unanimously elected

Vice -President of the Second World Health Assembly.

The Nominations Committee has nominated Dr. Naguib Scander,

Pasha, chief delegate of Egypt, as Vice -President. Is there any

objection ?

In the absence of opposition, I declare that Dr. Naguib Scander,,,

Pasha, chief delegate of.,Egypt4 has been elected Vice- President of

the Second World Health Assembly.

The Nominations Committee has nominated Dr. José zca a4_ chief

delegate of Mexico, as Vice -President. Is there any objection ?

In the absence of opposition, I declare that Dr. Jost Zozaya,

chief delegate of Mexico, has been elected Vice -President of the

Second World Health. Assembly.

The next item .onthe. agenda is the presidential address. I hope

you will give me time till this afternoon to prepare my presidential

address, and with your permission we will postpone this item on the

agenda. Thank you very much.
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6. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The PRESIDENT: We pass on to the next item on the agenda. -

Adoption of the Agenda and I would like to call your attention to

document A2 /1 Rev, 1, Are there any remarks or opposition?

In the absence of opposition, the Provisional Agenda is accepted.

7, ,,ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM

The PRESIDENTS The next three items on the agenda, as you will

see, are the establishment of the three main committees - the

Cómmittee 6n Programme, the Committee cn Constitutional Matters

and the Committee on Admiristratión and Finance.

I would like to suggest to you that we might now adjourn this

meeting and reconstitute it as the first meeting of the Committee

on Programme, asking the Chairman who has been nominated to take

the chair, and that we should ask that committee to establish itself,

electing its officers, etc. Subsequently, we will again call to

order the plenary session and will then, step by step, constitute

the other two main committees. There seems to be no objection

to this procedure.

I then take pleasure in inviting Dr. van Zile Hyde of the

United States of America to take the chair as Chairman of the

Committee on Programme.

The meeting is adjourned.

The meeting adjourned at 10.5 a.m. and constituted itself the

Committee on Programme, reassembling in plenary session at 10.10 a.m.

,8.
ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS

The PRESIDENTS The next item on the agenda is the establishment

of the Committee on Constitutiónal Matters. Here again we run into

the same difficulty. Who should be in the chair during the election

of the chairman of each of the maincommittees? At the First World

Health Assembly this was solved by having the delegate nominated for

the chairmanship himself preside over the meeting, because the

chairmen of the main committees are elected by those committees and

not by the Assembly. However, some representatives seem to feel that

that is not quite correct, and therefore your President was asked by

the Chairman of the Programme Committee to preside over the meeting of
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the Programme Committee till its chairman had been elected. Is it

also your wish that I should preside temporarily when we now proceed

to establish the Committee on Constitutional Matters?

Dr. THO ominican Republic): It does not seem clear to me

whether we have. already chosen the members 'of the Committees on

Programme, Constitutional Matters.and Administration and Finance.

If we have, I do not have them on my list:_ If we have not, then

we are in plenary session. So it is my opinion that you, Mr.

President, should continue presiding over the plenary session until

all the members of all the committees have been appointed.

The PRESIDENT; I would like to thank our colleague from the

Dominican Republic for his aiggestion. However, I feel that this

is a difficulty which can only be solved if we change our Rules of

Procedure. The situation is as follows. The chairmen and other

officers of the main committees are, under the Rules of Procedure,

not elected by the plenary session. They are elected by the main

committees themselves. Therefore, we have to convene the main

committees in order to have those elections, which cannot be held in

the plenary session. That is clear, and we can adjourn the

plenary session and reconstitute ourselves as a meeting of the

Committee on Programme, a meeting of the Committee on Constitutional

Matters, etc. The question, however, is who is going to preside

over such a meeting of the Committee on Programme, for example, until

that committee has elected its chairman. Should the chair be taken

by the delegate nominated by the Nominations Committee? That

happened at the First World Health Assembly. Or should it be the

President of the Assembly? I was asked by Dr. Van Zile Hyde to

preside during his election.

I think, myself, that it might be wise later to
-C

han the Rules
eq

of Procedure and to change them in aa.ch a way. that tha'c irmen of

the main committees would, in future, be elected by the plenary session.

But that has not yet been done.

All Members of the Organization are members of the Committee on

Programme, the Committee on Constitutional Matters and Committee on

Administration and Finance. Are there any further remarks?

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia): I suggest that, in order to expedite matters,

the President act as temporary chairman for each of the different

committees until the regular chairman is elected.
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The PRESIDENT: Is the suggestion made by the representative

of Liberia acceptable to you? The suggestion has been seconded.

Is anyone opposed? No opposition. We shall follow this procedure.

We shall then adjourn this plenary session and reassemble as

the Committee on Constitutional Matters.

The meeting adjourned at 10.20 a.m. and constituted, itself

:the Committee on Constitutional Matters, reassembling in plenary

session at 10.25 a.m.

9. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

The PRESIDENT: The next item on the agenda is the establishment

of the Committee on Administration and Finance. The Assembly now

constitutes the main Committee on Administration and Finance and

adjourns.

The meeting adjourned at 10.26 a.m. and constituted itself

the Committee on Administration and Finance, reassembling in

plenary session at 10.30 a.m.

10. ESTABLISHMENT OF GENERAL COMMITTEE

The PRESIDENT: We are again in plenary session. The next

item on the agenda is the establishment of .the General Committee.

To establish .the General Committee we have to elect the eight

members from the floor who have been nominated by. the Nominations

Committee, and the relevant document, A2/57, has just been dis-

tributed to you. You will find the names of the eight members to

be elected from the floor on the second page. I am going o read

them to you: Her Excellency Rajku:sari Amrit Kaur (India),

Dr. D.A. Dowling (Australia), Professor H. P. Froes (Brazil), His

Excellency Mr, F. U. Kazi (Pakistan), Dr. Melville Mackenzie (United

Kingdom), Dr. Andrija Stampar (Yugoslavia), Dr. J. N. Togba (Liberia)

and Médecin -Général M. Vaucel (France).

Are there any other suggestions?

I would like on this occasion to. remind all members that a

mechanical record is made of every word that is said from the

rostrum. Therefore, we have not only to ask everybody to come to

the rostrum to speak but we will also have to ask them to give their

names and countries when they start t o speak. If not, it will be

very difficult to identify them on the record.

I recognize the delegate from Venezuela.
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Dr. GABALDON (Venezuela) (Interpretation from the Spanish):
n ->. ,::..0 M : »<. tuwc are rap

I have come here only to draw the attention of the Assembly to a

question of principle to Which the inhabitants of America attach

importance. The countries of America that have ratified the

Constitution comprise 25% of the World Health Organization. The

delegation of Venezuela would appreciate the same percentage being

reps resenteg on the General Committee..

Dr. THOMEN (Dominican Republic): I want to second the motion

just presented by Dr. Gabaldon. I think it proper that our

hemisphere be represented in the General Committee by more than

one member, and I would further propose, as a member of that

committee, Dr. Claveaux of the Uruguayan delegation.

The PRESIDENT: Dr. Claveaux of Uruguay has been suggested as

a member of the General Committee. I recognize the delegate of

the Philippine Republic.

Dr. VILLARAMA (Philippine Republic): In pursuance and in

conformity with the general principle that each region be repre-

sented in this General Committe?, I believe that the Philippine

position is unique: it cannot be considered properly as one with

India, because of its great distance from the Orient; it is the

hub of the wheel in the Far East, and Australia and New Zealand

are unwilling to co- operate with us in the regional consideration

of Far Eastern affairs. It seems to me that the Philippine

Republic is in a position so unique that in order that its voice

be heard it should be represented on the General Committee.

The PRESIDENT: Two more members have been suggested for

election from the floor. Before we go on, it is my duty to ask

whether there are seconders to these suggestions. I take the

first name first: Are there any seconders to the suggestion made

by the.representative of the Dominican Republic that Dr. Claveaux

be elected?
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In this connexion I would also like to draw your attention to the

fact that in the General Committee. ;there is not only one representative

from the Western Hemisphere as has..been.stated. There are three, namely

the Chairman'of the Committee on Programme, Dr. van Zile Hyde of the

United States of America; then one of the Vice Presidents, Dr. Zezaya

of Mexico and then Professor Froes.of Brazil: that is, three out of

fifteen.

Is the suggestion that Dr. Claveaux be elected seconded? It has

been seconded by the representative of Venuzuela.

Then the other suggestion is that a representative of the

Philippines should be included as a member of thé General. Committee.

Is that suggestion seconded? It has been seconded by. the representative

of, Thailand.

Are there then any further suggestions for names of members to be

elected to the General Committee? There are no further suggestions.

We shall then have to proceed.to a vote.

The PRESIDENT would like to suggest to you that we proceed to the

vote in the following manner. The.chief delegate of each delegation

will please put down . on a slip of paper to be distribútod eight .:.es;;

representing those eight members of the General Committee who should

in his opinion be elected from the floor.

Is that acceptable ?. That is accepted.

I have just been informed that the slips for voting have been

distribúted. They are all on your desks and I would like to ask you

then to put down eight names, giving the eight members whom you would

like to have elected from the floor to the General Committee. And as

you have not before you the names of the two additional members

suggested, I would like to read those names to you now, spelling them

out. The name of the representative of Uruguay suggested by the

Dominican Republic is Dr. Claveaux. The name of the representative of

the Philippines is'Dr. Villarama. The eight names which you put down

now on the voting slips will, of course, have to be chosen from among

the ton names now before you - the eight nominations by the Nominations

Committee and the two additional names given now. No other suggestions

have been made.

We now need two tellers, and I would like to ask the delegates

from New Zealand and Sweden to come to the rostrum to act as tellers.

I will now ask the Director -General to call the names of the countries.
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You will be called by the name of your country in alphabetical

order in English. As the names of members are called, will delegates

please come one at a time and deposit the voting slip in the box in

front of the rostrum. Some of the delegates require a little more time

to write down the names, so we will give them a few more minutes.

I have just been informed that unfortunately the voting slips are

too small for eight names; you are, of course, free to write the eight

names on any other piece of paper, or to use both the front and the

back of the little slip. To avoid confusion I think the best thing is

to put the names on the front and back of the small slip.

The votes of the delegations were taken in turn by secret ballot.

Dr. CLAVEAUX (Uruguay) (Interpretation from the Spanish):

Under these circumstances, the delegation of Uruguay considers that it

should abstain from voting.

The PRESIDENT: I would then like to ask the tellers to go into

the next room and start their work. That will take some time. In the

meantime, we will continue with the agenda.

000/ ADMISSION OF NE'iÏ MEMBERS.

The PRESIDENT: The next item on the agenda is the admission of

new M,mbers. I would suggest that this matter be referred to the

Committee on Constitutional Matters.

The President's suggestion was approved unanimously.

12. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

The PRESIDENT: I do not feel that we should start the discussion

of the report this morning, but I would like to call upon the Director -

General to present it now. After that we could perhaps adjourn the

meeting and then start the discussion of the report either this afternoon

or tomorrow

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL: Mr. President, the Anrual Report of the

Director -General to the World Health Assembly and to the United Nations

is found in No. 16 of the Official Records of the World Health

Organization, which has been distributed to all delegations. This

report, covers the work of the Organization from the time in the summer

of 1948 when the World Health Organization came into being to the end of

1948. It is therefore less than half a year of work that is covered in

this report.



A2/VR/3
.page 10

The PRESIDENT: I suggest that we discuss later the report of the

Director- General and at the same time, the repórts of the Executive Board

(Item 14 of the agenda) as both reports cover very much the same work.

I would like to know whether that is agreeáble to you.

There seems to be no objection, so that is accepted.

13. REPORTS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD.

The PRESIDENT: I take great pleasure in calling upon the Chairman

of the Executive Board, Sir Aly Shousha, Pasha,. to introduce the reports

of the Executive Board.

Sir Aly SHOUSHA, Pasha (Egypt), Chairman of the Executive Board:

Mr. President, fellow delegates, I had the honour to be elected

Chairman of the Executive Board at the last session of the World Health

Assembly. The Executive Board has held three sessions, the work of

which has been printed in two reports. These reports have been

distributed to the members of the Assembly: No. 14 contains reports on

the first and second sessions of the Board and No. 17 the report on the

third session. These have been circulated for your consideration.

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Sir Aly.

While we are waiting for the result of the voting, delegates who

would like to speak this afternoon on the reports might so signify.

We could then draw up the list of speakers, or at least the beginning of

the list. I.have already one name on-my-list; the delegate of Yu oslavia,

and I would like to know whether any others would like to speak on the

two reports which have been just introduced to you.

The President notes India, the Uñited Kingdom, Ceylon, the Philippines.

I hope I made it clear that we will not start the discussion now.

We are just making the list of speakers for this afternoon and tomorrow.

There seem to be no more names for the list at the present time.

Of course;delegates will,have an opportunity to add their names later if

they wish.

In a few moments, we shall be informed of how lon we still have to

wait for the result of the voting: If it is too long, we shall adjourn

the meeting.

There is a lot of counting to be done: it will still take about

half an hour. That is too long to wait and we will adjourn the meeting

until this afternoon at 3.30 p.m.

The meeting rose at 11.25 a.m.


