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1. PROGRAMME OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE MAIN COMMITTEES. 

The General Committee decided that, pp^vidsd-the.JEeeches 

.still to be made in plenary session that afternoon on the Director-

General's Report were completed in time, the plenary meeting would be 

adjourned and the Committees on Programme and Administration and 

Finance would meet a quarter-of-an-hour later. The committee also 

decided that in future the Committee.on Programme would sit both 

mornings and afternoons,- subject to review in the light of its progress, 

and that the Committee on Constitutional Matters would sit in the 

mornings and the Committee on Administration and Finance in the 

afternoons, except for Saturday, 18 June, 1949, when the only meetings 

would be those of the Committee on Programme and the Committee on 

Administratiqn .and. Fih"á'ñc"é"~iíi' ttre-morning-. 

The General Committee considered the procedure for examination of 

the Programme and Budget for 1950, prepared by the Secretariat and 

considered, in the light of financial availabilities, by a working party 

of the Executive Board and by the Board itself, 

- The first VICE-PRESIDENT suggested that the only items which 

needed to be examined by the.Committee on Administration and Finance 

were those entailing an increase in the total of the Regular Budget 

or of the Supplemental Budget, either by the addition of new items to 

either or by the transference of items between them. 

\ The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that the Executive Board had 

recommended to the Health Assembly for its consideration, and for its 

consideration alone, that the Committee on Administration and Finance 

recommend cost estimates for the programme recommended by the Committee 

on Programme, whether it had been modified or not ty that committeej 

it had further proposed that the two committees subsequently hold joint 

meetings to agree upon common proposals for submission to the Health 

Assembly, He recalled that although a single programme had been 

submitted, the Budget had been divided into a Regular Budget and a 

Supplemental Budget; the Committee on Programme, whose task it would 

be to establish a scale of priorities, should the financial 

availabilities be adjudged insufficient for the programme as finally 

established, should bear in mind that the placing of a project in the 

Supplemental Budget in no way implied that the Executive Board 

attached less importance to it, but rather, often, that they felt it 

was of such importance and interest to individual governments that 
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they would be willing to make additional contributions to finance it. 

H\jcL The CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME stated that during the 

preliminary discussions held in that committee, general agreement had 

been expressed with the recommendations of the Executive Board, as 

amplified by the Director-General, 

2. RIGHTS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out to the chairmen of the main 

committees that, although Rule 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

World Health Assembly provided for the participation of 

non-governmental organizations in discussions of interest to them only 

at the request of the chairmen of meetings, the First World Health 

Assembly had decided that they would be entitled to make statements of 

an expository nature "on the invitation of the chairman of the meeting 

or on his acceding to a request from the organization" (Official 

Records 13, 327). A list of the non-governmental organizations 

brought into relationship with the World Health Organization would 

be circulated to the chairmen of the main committees. 

3. OTHER BUSINESS 

The CHAIRMAN explained that the proper procedure for any 

representative wishing to add an item to the agenda would be for him 

to submit a document on the item in question to the General Committee 

before the time-limit fixed as midnight the following day. the 

General Committee would then decide on the best procedure to be 

followed in respect of such items. 

On the proposal of Dr. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom), the General 

Committee decided to request the Chairman of the Committee on 

Constitutional Matters to proceed as soon as possible with 

consideration of the procedure to be adopted for the election of 

members of the Executive Board. 

The meeting rose at 12,45 p.m. 


