
 

AFR/RC46/R2: Strategy on HIV/AIDS/STD Prevention and Control in the African Region 

 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Recognizing once more that HIV/AIDS/STD remains one of the most important public 

health problems in Africa; 

 

Noting that most of the HIV/AIDS/STD programmes are designed and implemented in a 

vertical and non-sustainable way; 

 

Concerned by the rising number of HIV infections and the high incidence of STDs and 

tuberculosis in the Region in the face of diminishing national and external resources allocated to 

HIV/AIDS/STD programmes; 

 

Referring to resolution AFR/RC45/R1 which reaffirmed WHO’s technical leading role in 

health matters concerning HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and control at country level; 

 

Acknowledging the commitment of the OAU Heads of State and Government on the issue 

of HIV/AIDS/STD in Africa as expressed in the Dakar Declaration (1992) and the Tunis (1994) 

Declaration; 

 

Noting that countries have endorsed the multisectoral approach to the planning, 

implementation, monitoring and evaluation of national HIV/AIDS/STD programmes; 

 

Concerned by the problem of non-accessibility of drugs for HIV/AIDS and STDs; 

 

Having examined the Regional Director’s report (document AFR/RC46/8) proposing a new 

regional strategy for HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and control, 

 

1. APPROVES the new regional strategy on HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and control 

proposed in document AFR/RC46/8; 

 

2. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to readjust their national strategies on HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and control 

in the light of the new regional strategy, and hence put more emphasis on 

integration, especially with the tuberculosis programme, decentralization and 

empowerment of national AIDS control programmes; 

 

(ii) to make substantial provisions in their national budgets for the integrated 

HIV/AIDS/STD programmes; 

 

(iii) to ensure that other sectors assume full responsibility for planning and 

allocating resources, and for implementing and evaluating HIV/AIDS/STD 

activities within their area of competence; 

 

(iv) to mobilize local resources with the support of WHO country representatives 

and organize resource mobilization meetings for HIV/AIDS/STD integrated 

prevention and control activities; 

 



 

(v) to establish and/or strengthen a national multisectoral body which will be 

responsible for advocacy, policy, planning, resource mobilization and 

coordination to which all the sectors will be answerable; 

 

3. APPEALS to other partners to reinforce their commitment to supporting the 

HIV/AIDS/STD programmes at country and regional levels, by allocating adequate 

technical and financial resources for country integrated and coordinated interventions 

under country leadership; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director; 

 

(i) to strengthen the regional HIV/AIDS/STD programme in order to provide the 

appropriate technical support to countries by integrating HIV/AIDS/STD 

activities into the other health programmes; 

 

(ii) to promote collaboration between countries which belong to the same 

epidemiological bloc; 

 

(iii) to continue to play a strong advocacy role by collaborating with other partners 

in the implementation of the new regional strategy with the support of the 

OAU and in furthering the implementation of the Dakar (1992) and Tunis 

(1994) OAU Summit declarations on HIV/AIDS/STD in Africa; 

 

(iv) to take all appropriate action to assist countries to provide adequate care to 

HIV/AIDS and STD patients, including access to appropriate drugs; 

 

(v) to encourage and support research with a view to providing countries with the 

means for HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention, including the use of African 

herbal plants; 

 

(vi) to mobilize extrabudgetary resources for HIV/AIDS/STD prevention and 

control in the Region; 

(vii) to continue his efforts towards the establishment of good collaboration 

mechanisms with UNAIDS and other partners at regional and country levels; 

 

(viii) to report to the forty-seventh session of the Regional Committee on the 

progress achieved in the implementation of this resolution. 
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