
 

AFR/RC47/R2: Regional information, education and communication strategy for health  

 promotion in African communities 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Recalling the importance given by the WHO Constitution and the Declaration of Alma-Ata 

to information and education as a means of promoting health; 

 

Recalling World Health Assembly resolutions WHA27.27 and WHA42.44; 

 

Taking into account the recent Jakarta Declaration on health promotion into the twenty-first 

century; 

 

Recognizing the urgent need and demand for information to enable people take simple 

measures to protect and promote health; 

 

Cognizant of the crucial role health information, education and communication initiatives 

can play in making people adopt healthy behaviour and lifestyles; 

 

Recognizing that health information, education and communication activities are essential 

elements of health promotion programmes and can expedite the attainment of health for all in the 

Region; 

 

1. APPROVES the Regional Information, Education and Communication Strategy for 

Health Promotion in African Communities; 

 

2. CALLS on Member States: 

 

(i) to develop or strengthen strategies for health information, education and 

communication as essential elements of health promotion; 

(ii) to take appropriate measures to strengthen the necessary infrastructure and 

provide adequate resources at all levels for health information, education and 

communication initiatives; 

 

(iii) to facilitate the acquisition of equipment for information, education and 

communication activities, such as radio sets, by making them tax-free; 

(iv) to intensify the production and distribution of appropriate information and 

education materials to enable the people protect and promote health; 

 

(v) to promote the development and pretesting of health information materials in 

local languages; 

 

(vi) to make greater use of all available communication channels, including  

traditional media, for health information and education in support of national 

health care programmes and establish links with the mass media in order to 

enhance health promotion activities; 

 

(vii) to ensure that people in the rural areas, the underprivileged in urban centres 

and disadvantaged groups such as the blind and the deaf have adequate access 

to health information and education materials; 

 



 

(viii) to develop effective monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for information, 

education and communication activities; 

 

(ix) to develop a relevant and timely health information system in order to ensure 

the availability of up-to-date information for health education; 

 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to provide support to Member States to enable them to develop or strengthen 

and implement alternative methods of health promotion in support of health-

for-all programmes; 

 

(ii) to organize periodic regional workshops and seminars for mass media 

practitioners and other health communicators and promote the establishment of 

networks of health communicators and promoters; 

 

(iii) to develop models and guidelines whenever appropriate to assist Member 

States to produce effective health information and education materials; 

 

(v) to mobilize, in collaboration with other agencies, funds in support of health 

information, education and communication activities in the Region; 

 

(vi) to identify collaborating centres that will help to promote research, training and 

the effective dissemination of health information; 

 

(vii) to prepare an inventory of effective health information, education and 

communication methods and practices in the Region and share them with 

Member States; 

 

(viii) to publicize successes in health information, education and communication in 

the African Region; 

 

(ix) to support efforts made to promote intercountry activities in information, 

education and communication; 

 

(x) to report to the forty-ninth session of the Regional Committee on progress 

made in the implementation of the strategy. 
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