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The Committee on Programme, at its tenth, eleventh and twelfth 

meetings held on 21 and 22 June 1949, took the following decisions: 

1 . Epidemiological Services • 

The Committee approves the following programmes for 1950 and 

forwards them to the Committee on Administration and Finance in 

order that that Committee may comment generally on the administrative 

and financial aspects of the proposals. 

1.1 Sanitary Conventions and Quarantine - The revision and 

administration of the Sanitary Conventions, as contained in Off. 

Rec. World Hlth Org. 18, 142-146, with the exception of the meeting 

of experts on telecommuhications provided for therein. 

1 .2 Epidemiological Statistics and Information as contained in Off. 

Rec. World Hlth Org. 18, 159, 

1.3 International Epidemic Control 

1 .3 .1 Cholera, as contained in Off .Rec .World Hlth Org. 18, 110 

1 .3 .2 Plague, as contained in Off.Rec .World Hlth Org. 18, 112 

1.3.3 Typhus, other Rickettsioses, and Relapsing Fever, as contained 

in O.̂ .? .Reo .World Hlth Org. 18, 114-115 

1.3.4 Smallpox, as contained in Off,Rec .World Hlth Org. 18, 135 ' 

1.3.5 Yellow Fever as contained in Off.Rec.World Hlth Org. 18, 135, 

subject to the deletion of the bibliographical survey proposed 

1.3.6 Filariases, as contained in Off.Rec .World Hlth Org. 18, 136, 

subject to the deletion of the proposed trials of therapeutic 

substances 

therein. 

1.3.7 Leishmaniasis, as contained in Off.Rec .World Hlth Org. 18, 137 



1.3 .8 Schistosomiasis, as contained in Off.Rec .World Hlth Org, 18, 

1 .3 .9 Trachoma, as contained in Off.Rec. World Hlth Org. 18, 139 

1.3.10 Rabio s, as contained in Off. Rec. World Hlth Org. 18, 139 

1.3.11 Common Comunicable Diseases of Childhood, as contained in 

Off .Rec . World Hlth Org. 18, 139-140 

1 . 3 Д 2 Insecticides 

The Committee approves the principle of associating 

members of the Expert Committees on Insecticides with 

meetings of other expert committees requiring their 

advice, for which consultation budgetary provision 

has been made. 

2. HEALTH STATISTICS 

2.1 The Committee approves the programme for 1950 as set out 

in Off. Rec. World Hlth. Org. 18, 167-169, with the 

modifications thereto contained in the proposals mad| in the 

Report of the Expert Committee on its First Session, which is 

transmitted to the.Committee on Administration and Finance for 

consideration insofar as the administrative and financial 

implications of the programe are concerned. 

2.2 The Committee draws the attention of the Committee on 

Administration and Finance to the following resolutions, the 

adoption of which it recommends to the Health Assembly 

2.2.1 The Second World Health Assembly 

NOTES the Report of the First Session of the Expert 

Committee on Health Statistics 

RESOLVES 
(l) to request the Executive Board to establish during 

its next session: 
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(a) a temporary sub-committee of the Expert Committee on Health 

Statistics to study the question of the definition of 

stillbirth and abortion; 

(b) a sub-committee of the Expert Committee on Health 

Statistics to initiate the proper action to be taken by 

the Committee in the field of Hospital Statistics; 

primary attention to be given to the application of the 

. , new International Statistical Classification of Diseases, 

Injuries, and Causes of Death and related subjects, 

appropriate questions being decentralized for study by 

National Committees on Health Statistics; 

(c) a sub-committee of the Expert Committee on Health 

Statistics entrusted with the study of problems con-

cerning the registration of cases of cancer as well as 

their statistical presentation; 

(2) to request the Director-General to establish a unit for main-

taining relationship with National Committees on Vital and 

Health Statistics (or their national equivalents); 

(3) to request the Director-General to set up a clearing centre for 

problems arising in the application of the' "Manual of the Inter-

national Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and 

Causes of Death", including arrangements for the use of such 

national skills as might be necessary to supplement those 

available in the Organization; 

(4) to request the Director-General to arrange for a handbook or 

handbooks to be prepared summarizing the present position in 

different countries with regard to the collection of health 

statistics; 

(5) pending the result of the studies to be carried out by the 

Sub-Committee on Cancer Statistics referred to in (1) (c), 

to request the Director-General to make arrangements for the 

publication in 1950 of the "Annual Report on the Results of 

Radio-therapy on Cancer of the Uterine Cervix", at present in 

operation, the Sub-Committee to consider the modifications to 

be made in the presentation of further possible editions of 

this Annual Report with a view to adapting it to the new 

conditions of international cancer statistics, which will have 

been studied by it; 

(6) with the aim in view of initiating the establishment of Vital 

and Health Statistics Systems or Services in underdeveloped 

areas or for bettering those already in existence in them, 

even if still in a primitive state, and for making possible 

also the evaluation of the effectiveness of projects carried 

out for improving health and nutrition in such areas., to. request 

the Director-General to undertake the study'of such questions by 

means of conferences, within the region concerned, between 

specialists or qualified representatives of the areas and one or 

more experts in health statistics from WHO, in .co-operation with, 

other United Nations Agencies, if necessary. 



2.2.2-: In view of the value of health statistics in the proper under-

standing of epidemiological and other medipal and public health 

problems, 

The Second World Health Assembly-

Draws the attention of Member Governments to the great 

importance to be attached to the registration, compilation and 

transmission of health statistics, and to the means of imple-

menting the recommendations contained in the report of the 

Expert Committee on Health Statistics. 

2,2.3 The Committee on Programme having considered the memorandum 

on Health Statistics submitted by the United Kingdom Delegation, 

recommends to the Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolutions 

Having considered the memorandum on Health Statistics by the 

United Kingdom Delegation:^ 

The Second World Health Assembly 

RESOLVES that 

(1) in the field and laboratory investigations and action carried 

out by WHO or with its assistance, the fullest possible use of 

available statistics and modern statistical methods should be 

made in the planning and execution of such investigations and 

action and in the evaluation of their results; 

(2) it is desirable that, wherever suitable health statistics exist 

or can be made available within a reasonable time, they should 

be examined in order to make a preliminary assessment of the 

need for the investigation or action contemplated; 

(3) although it is recognized that, in many countries, such suitable 

statistics may not be readily available, the absence or insuf-

ficiency of these statistics should not prevent investigations 

and necessary action being undertaken in those countries where 

prima facie considerations necessitate such investigations or 

action; 

(4) it is essential in any event that continuous statistical control 

and analysis of the investigations and action should in every case 

be provided for and carried out to the fullest extent practicable; 

and 

(5) the Director-General be requested to submit to an early meeting 

of the Executive Board a report on the present administrative 

arrangement in the World Health Organization in the sphere of 

statistics (health, epidemiological, medical and vital) and to 

indicate any changes he thinks necessary or has carried out. 
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