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1. During the First World Health Assembly a resolution was adopted 
according to which the Executive Board was empowered to maintain the 
present liaison with the Office International d'Hygiene Publique with 
a view to the evéntual transfer of the assets and liabilities of OIHP 
to the World Health Organization, on the termination of the Rome 
Agreement of 1907. 

о 
2. The protocol regarding OIHP, signed on 22 July 1946 and accepted 
by 49 States contains the following stipulations in Articles 3 and 4: 

. Article 3 

The Agreement of 1907 shall be terminated and the Office 
dissolved when 'all parties to the Agreement have agreed to 
its termination. It shall be understood that any Government 
party to the Agreement of 1907, has agreed, by becoming party 
to this protocol, to the termination of the Agreement of 1907-

Article 4 

The parties to this protocol further agree that, if all the 
parties to the Agreement of 1907 have not agreed to its 
termination by 15 November 1949, they will then, in accordance 
with Article 8 thereof, denounce the .Agreement of 1907 • 
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3. On the other hand, the Rome Agreement of 1907 to which 57 
Governments are Parties makes the following stipulation: 

Article 8 "The present Agreement is entered into for a 
period of seven years. On the termination of this period, it 
will remain binding for further seven-year periods for States 
which a year before the expiry of each period have not notified 
their intention of denouncing it, in respect of themselves." 

4. A certain number of Governments Parties to the Rome Agreement 
of 1907 and members of WHO have not, at the present time, accepted 
the Protocol of 1946 nor denounced the said Agreement. 

5. There is a, definite advantage in avoiding the co-existence of 
two institutions, cf which one has already in practice assumed the 
functions formerly devolving upon the other, and the necessity 
therefore arises of putting an end as soon as possible to an 
abnormal situation. 

These considerations have led the Executive Board to adopt a 3 
resolution at its Third Session, drawing the attention of the members 
of WHO, Parties to the Rome Agreement of 1907, to this situation 
and to the advisability of remedying it. 
6. In order to act upon this decision, the Director-General of WHO 
has sent a circular dated 18 March 1949 (CL.l6, 49) to all Member 
States, acquainting them with the aforementioned resolution of the 
Executive Board. 

On the other hand, the OIHP acted likewise regarding those 
Governments which belong to this institution. 

7. A certain number of replies to the WHO circular have already 
been received by the Director-General. They are reproduced in an 
Annex to the present report. Further replies will be communicated 
to Member States as soon as possible. 

8. At the present time it is necessary and urgent for Governments 
who have not already done so, to denounce the Rome Agreement of 1907 
by adhering to the time limit which they are allowed in this regard, 
and which expires on 14 November 1949. 
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9. However, certain Governments, undoubtedly very few in number, 
and Parties to the Rome Agreement of 1907, might, as a result of 
particular circumstances, find it impossible to make a statutory-
denunciation. In order to take this eventually into account, the 
Executive Board and the Director-General should keep in touch with 
the Office International d'Hygiène Publique, and give their 
assistance if required in settling such a situation. 

10. The following resolution is therefore submitted to the World 
Health Assembly: 

Whereas, forty-nine States have accepted the Protocol of 1946 
regarding the OIHP; 

Whereas, a certain number of Parties to the Rome Agreement of 
I907 have not yet accepted the Protocol or have not otherwise taken 
steps to denounce the said Agreement; 

Whereas, it is desirable to'terminate the Rome Agreement of 1907 
and to transfer to WHO, after the complete liquidation of the Office, 
all its tasks and functions as well as the assets and liabilities 
concerned; 

Whereas, certain Governments, Parties to the Rome Agreement 
of I9O7, may be unable to proceed to the denunciation of the said 
Agreement ; 

Por these reasons, 

The Second World Health Assembly 

INVITES 

(1) Those Parties to the Agreement of 1907 which have not already 
done so, to denounce the said Agreement, and if possible, to accept 
the Protocol of I946; 

(2) Those Governments which are competent to act on behalf of any 
Party not now in a position to act for itself, to denounce the 
Agreement of 1907 and to agree to the dissolution of the Office on 
behalf of that Party; 



(3) Those Governments which are responsible for the conduct of 
the international relations of any non-self-governing territories 
and -which acceded to the Agreement of 1907 on behalf of any such 
territories, to denounce the Agreement of 1907 and agree to,the 
dissolution of the Office on behalf of any such territories, 

INVITES the Executive Board and the Director-General of WHO 
to keep in touch with the Office International d'Hygiène Publique 
and to give their assistance if required in settling the situation 
which might arise should certain Governments, Parties.to the Rome 
Agreement of 1907, be unable to denounce the said Agreement; 

INVITES the Director-General of WHO to inform without delay 
all interested Governments of the text,of the present resolution, 
for such purposes as they may deem fit. 
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The following replies to the circular of 18 March 1949 CL. 16 
regarding the resolution concerning the OIHP (Denunciation of the 
Rome Agreement) were received up to 2 June 1949. 

Denmark: "On 4 March 1949 the Ministry of the Interior requested 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to communicate to the Italian 
Government that the Danish Government denounces the said Agreement." 

Italy; "On 25 March 1949, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs communicated 
to all the diplomatic representatives of Italy abroad, a circular 
relating the measures taken by Italy, depository of the Agreement in 
question, for purposes of the denunciation of the said Agreement." 

Lebanon: "The Lebanese Government agrees to the denunciation of the 
Agreement of 1907 regarding the OIHP and to the termination of the 
Office." 

Mexico : "In this regard, I wish to state that the contents of 
your letter have been communicated to the competent Mexican 
authorities, as Mexico is Party to the Protocol of 1946, having-
consequently agreed to the termination of the Agreement of 1907. 
Nevertheless, we have requested that the said authorities pay 
particular attention to Article 4 of the Protocol referred to, in 
which it is laid down that, if all States signatories of the Agreement 
do not agree to its termination before 15 November of the present 
year, the Parties having signed the said Protocol of 1946 shall take 
steps for denouncing the Agreement as stipulated in Article 8 of the 
aforementioned Agreement of 1907." 

Syria: "The Syrian Government being a Party to the Protocol of 
1946 has agreed to the termination of the international Agreement 
signed in Rome on December 9, 1907, and is including the instrument 
by which it denounces this Agreement, and consents to the dissolution 
of the Office." 

Transbordan: "...The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of ' 
Transbordan was signatory to the Protocol concerning the Office 
International d'Hygiène Publique signed in the City of New York on 
22 July 1946. Meanwhile my Government is not responsible for any 
non-self governing territories." 

Turkey: "In accordance with Article VIII of the Rome Agreement of 
I907 and in conformity with the stipulations of Articles'3-4 of the 
Protocol of New York (1946), put into force by law No.5062, the 
formalities required for purposes of the denunciation by our Govern-
ment of the OIHP, created in Paris by the above-mentioned Agreement, 
have been carried out with regard to the Italian Government, and a 
reply has been received in this connexion. " 

The following countries have sent acknowledgements of receipt only: 
New Zealand, El Salvador and the Republic of the Philippines. 


