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The Director-General transmits to the Second World Health 

Assembly for information the text of a letter addressed by him on 

21 April 1949 to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Lake 

Success, N.Y. 

Geneva, 21 April 1949. 

1. You will recall that the First World Health Assembly 
passed a resolution asking that arrangements should be 
made for 

"transfer to the World Health Organization of title 
of the materials in the Library of the League of 
Nations which are classified under the headings 
'health documents', 'medical periodicals' and 'medical 
and health books ' and of such other materials as refer 
directly to the work of the League of Nations Health 
Organization", 

2. At the seventh session of the Economic and Social Council, 
exception was taken to the proposal that there.should be transfer 
of title of this material, and it was stated on behalf of TOO 
that a long-term loan of the material would meet requirements. 

3. During the Third General Assembly of the United Nations, 
informal discussions took place in Paris between members of the 
secretariats of the United Nations and the World Health 
Organization. In the course of these discussions, a proposed 
working arrangement was drafted, and it was intended that this 
draft should be presented to the Fifth Committee of the General 
Assembly. (The text of this draft is reproduced in document 
E/llOl, 27 January 1949). However, the draft was not presented 
at the Fifth Committee because, as we were given to understand, 
it was regarded as representing an administrative arrangement 
which conformed to the principles recommended in the report of 
the International Advisory Committee of Library Experts. 

4. At the Second Session of the Executive Board of TOO, a 
report on the state of negotiations was presented by the „ 
Director-General and the following resolution was passed. 

1 Off. Rec. World Hlth.Org. 13, 325. 
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"The Executive Board 

"NOTES the decision of the Fifth Committee of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations on 20 October 
1948 regarding the loan to fflO of medical material 
in the Central Library of the United Nations at Geneva; 

"EXPRESSES, it's appreciation to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations for his co-operation in this matter; 

"DECIDES to accept provisionally the arrangement approved 
by the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly on 20 
October 1948; and 

"INSTRUCTS the Director-General to enter into negotiations 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations with a 
view to incorporating into the general plan for the 
library services of the United Nations provisions for the 
loan to TOO, on a non-restrictive basis, of the health 
and medical material of the former library of the League 
of Nations. " 

5. In the meantime, a further study of this question has been 
made by the World Health Organization, giving full consideration 
to the responsibilities of the Central Library at Geneva. As 
a result of this further study, I am now submitting to you the 
following specific request. 

6. I propose that medical library materials should as soon as 
convenient be transferred on long-term loan by the Central 
Library at Geneva to the library of the World Health Organization 
and should be housed on a single floor as close as possible 
to the present WHO library. (The second floor, which is 
immediately above the WHO library, and is at present almost 
empty, would be suitable.) 

The medical library materials would include the following: 

(a) All works in the following categories: 

610-619 Médecine 
611 Anatomie 
612 Physiologie 

613 Hygiène privée 
614 Hygiène publique 

615 Matière médicale. Thérapeutique. 
Pharmacologie. Toxicologie. 

616 Pathologie interne. 
617 Pathologie externe. Chirurgie. 
618 Cynécologie. Obstétrique. Pédiatrie 

619 Médecine comparée. Art vétérinaire. 

(b) A H periodicals classified as "Ph n. 

(c) All "health" documents. 
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7. I would draw your attention to the fact that this 
material is already distinct from the other UU library 
materials and has a purely or predominantly medical 
character and interest, 

There is also a substantial quanitity of other material 
such as that on Forensic Medicine, Contagious and Infectious 
Diseases, Army Health Service, and Hospitals - which could 
probably be regarded as wholly or predominantly of medical 
interest. This material is not, however, classified under 
"Medicine", and for the convenience of both organizations 
concerned I have thought it preferable to limit this 
request to material which is not only of a primarily medical 
character but is also classified as such. 

8. In making this request, I undertake that the materials 
transferred to WHO on long-term loan would be adequately 
serviced and would be made available to the Secretariat and 
Delegations of the United Nations and its organs, and to 
other suitable readers. Subscriptions would be maintained 
to all serials transferred on loan to the Ytforld Health 
Organization. 

Brock CHISHOLM M.D., 
Director-General, 


