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The Report to the third session of the Executive Board made by their 

Working Party on the Proposed Brogramme and the Budget Estimates for 1950 

dealt also with the Scale of Assessments and contained the following 

passage :-

"The Executive Board, in considering the several questions 

referred to it under resolutions adopted by the First Health 

Assembly concerning the scale of assessments for 1950 and future 

years ; 

RECOGNIZES that it is in the best interests of WIIO that no 

one Member State should contribute more than one-third to the 

regular expenses of WHO for any year and expresses the hope that 

it may be possible for this principle to be made effective not 

later than 1951" . . . 1 

His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom does not accept the 

principle set out in the passage above. It sees no reason why the WHO 

should adopt in this matter a policy which differs materially from that 

adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations and under which the 

inhabitants of a small country might be called on to contribute to the 

Budget of the Organization a larger sum per head than the inhabitants of a 

large and prosperous country whose contribution had been limited by the 

ceiling proposed under this policy. 

The delegation from the United Kingdom therefore propose that the 

Health Assembly adopt a resolution in the following terms... similar to those 

of the resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations :-

The Second World Health Assembly 

ADOPTS as its basic objective that in normal times r.o one Member State 

should contribute more than one-third of the ordinary expenses of the 

Organization and 

DECIDES that the principle that the per capita contribution of any 

Member shall not exceed the per capita contribution of the Member which be-°.rs 

the highest assessment shall be observed, and in interpreting the words "in 

normal times" the World Health Organization should foliow the practice 

established by the General Assembly of the United Nations. 
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1. The First World Health Assembly, in defining the rights and 

obligations of Associate Members in the Assembly, resolved :-

"(3) that Associate Members shall be subject to the same 

obligations as Members, except that the difference 

in their status shall be taken into account in 

2. It is hoped that the Second World Health Assembly will define 

the status of Associate Members in Regional Committees. Since the 

exact difference in status between Members and Associate Members 

will then be known, it would be desirable that the Seco; \ World 

Health Assembly should proceed to determine the financial obliga-

tions of Associate Members towards the budget of the Organization. 

Members responsible for the international relations of territories 

would then be able to place before those territories all the facts 

necessary for them to decide whether they should apply for Associate 

Membership. 
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determining the amount of their contribution to the 

budget of the Organization." 


