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At the first World Health Assembly Sir Wilson Jameson the Chief 

Delegate of the United Kingdom, said "It seems to me that the World 

Health Organization should concentrate its efforts in attacking where 

the most generally useful results will be achieved. There is certain 

to be a temptation to tackle the big scourges of mankind; but before 

embarking on any such undertaking we must be sure that the problem 

really does lend itself to international effort . . . . . I look forward 

to the provision by the Organization of a first-class information 
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service and of expert guidance over a wide range of subjects." The 

Delegate from the Union of South Africa pleaded for "careful and logical 
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planning" and the Canadian Delegate emphasized that "we must be very 

careful not to dissipate our limited resources on a vast variety of 

projects, not all of which may be of crucial importance. The Canadian 

Delegation will lend its support to the adoption of projects for 
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which sound scientific data are available." 

In the view of the United Kingdom Delegation, it is a necessary 

corollary to these views that, where statistical information is available 

and statistical methods appropriate, they should be fully used to test 

the desirability of any suggested project that appears to lend itself to 

international effort. 

The United Kingdom Delegation is convinced that, if wasteful 

expenditure and futile effort are to be reduced to a minimum, the 

programmes of the Organization must be guided by scientifically sound 

information and that tests should be applied to determine the need for, 
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and value of, international action in particular fields before such 

action is embarked upon. 

• A consequence of this general proposition is that statistical < ;; .. .im-

material and methods should be fully and expertly used in all suitable '' 

cases. The numerical measurement of a problem is in itself a great 

safeguard against hasty and confused thought. In planning, in implementa-

tion and in judging results for future guidance, health programmes should 

be founded upon, and guided by, good statistics. 

For these reasons the United Kingdom Delegation hopes that the 

Qrgaaiaation will encourage the full use of health statistics as an 

important means of ensuring the successful pursuit of the objectives set 

forth in its Constitution. The Delegation also suggests that it would 

be worth while to examine whether the administrative arrangements so far 

made by the Organization in the sphere of health statistics are those 

best calculated to achieve such objectives and to further the principles 

set out above. With this purpose in view, it is suggested that the 

Assembly should request the Director-General to draw up a paper for 

consideration at the next session of the Executive Board. 


