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1.: ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT: The meeting is called to order. The first

announcement is as follows.

Your attention is called to the fact that motion pictures will

be taken during the session this morning. The material is intended

for use in a documentary film showing the activities of the United

Nations specialized agencies, and in particular, the work of the

World Health Organization. For the success of- the_fi.i_.is.

essential that all_ the -essio ca- operate fully.

Please act as naturally as possible. Above all do not look into

the camera while filming is going on.

This is the second announcement. Members of delegationsy

observers and the staff of 'the World Health Organization are

.requested to meet on the steps of the Cours d'Honneur of the Palais

des Nations (in front of the Salle des Pas perdus) today, im ediatel¡

after the close of the plenary meeting of the Assembly, where a

photograph will be taken.

2. ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS
'Sixth Re ort of the General Committee

The PRESIDENT: We have to consider first the sixth report of

the General Committee, document A/97. Are there any remarks on

this document? The document is adopted.

Seventh Report cf the Committee on Administration and Finance

Now the seventh report of the Committee on Administration and

Finance, document A /59 Rev.I. Are there any objections to this document?

(The report was adopted)

Therefore our budget for 1949 is adopted.

3. HEALTH STATISTICS; WHO REGULATIONS No. 1 REGARDING NOMENCLATURE WITH
RESPECT TO DISEASES AND CAUSES QF ,DR,ATH . JOINT DRAFT WiOLUTION
PROPOSED BY THE COMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND THE LEGS,:

(Documents A/93, A /3, Rev 2..)

The PRESIDENT: Document A/93, joint draft resolution proposed by

the Committee on Programme and the Legal Committee relating to 'ÜaHO
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Regulations No. 1 regarding nomenclature with respect to diseases and

causes of death. These regulations are contained in document A/3 Rev. 2.

Does any member wish to speak on this subject?

(There were no speakers.)

So,.according to our Constitution, the resolution is adopted.

4. RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE STUDENT CONMENCE HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES
OF THE WORLD FEDERATION ON UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATIONS Document A /96j

The PRESIDENT: Document A/96: resolution. adopted by the Students

Conference held under the auspices of the World Federation of United

Nations Associations. I propose that we should take.note of this

resolution.

(Agreed.)

5. RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL ORG:`_NIZATION FOR PUBLIC HEALTH
NURSING d soument A 95

The PRESIDENT: Now deeument A/95: resolution adopted by the

Convention of the National Organization for Public Health Nursing, United

States of America. I propose we should take note of the resolution.

(Agreed.)

6. StThL AR .OF RESOLUTIONS . AND DECISIONS OF THE FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

(Document A/94, Rev. 1.)

The PRESIDENT: Point six of our agenda. Summary of resolutions

and decisions of the first World Health Assembly, document A/94 Rev. .1.

Does any member wish to speak or. to make any remarks ?' .Document A/94,

Rev. 1 is adopted.

7. CONFIRMATION OFDECISION ON THE LOCATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF'THE
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

The PRESIDENT: Item 7 of the Agenda, confirmation or decision en

the location of the headquarters of the World Health Organization, follow -.

- ing consultation with the United Nations. As you remember, we had decided

.in previous meetings that Geneva should bé the seat of our permanent

headquarters, but according to our Constitution; we were obliged to consult

the United Nations authorities, in this case the Economic and Social

Council,and we have now in our hands the document of the Economic and

Social Council, which will be presented by Dr. Sze. May I ask Dr.

Sze to come to the rostrum?



A/TR /76

page 4

Dr* SZE (Chief, Specialized Agencies Section, Joint envision of

Co-ordination and Liaison, United Nations): It is my pleasure and

privilege on behalf of the United Nations to convey to you formally the

decision yesterday of. the Economic and Social Councils The text of the

resolution adopted by the Council yesterday is as follows:

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,

Having taken note of the provisional decision unanimously
adopted by the World Health Assembly on 2 July 1948 that
Geneva be made the permanent headquarters of the World Health
Organization,

Considers that the establishment of the headquarters of
the World Health Organization at Geneva is in the best
interests of the United Nations and of the World Health
Organization.

It only remains for .me to add., on behalf of the United

Nations, our felicitations on the happy result which has been

mutually agreed upon* It has been a particularly happy

coincidence that the World Health Assembly should have been

meeting at the same time as the Economic and Social Council, so

that any consultations which might be neoe sary between these

two orgcns have been carried out.,

I must apopogise, Mr. President, for having delayed

you in the speedy conduct of your business, and I hope that

these remarks will suffice to indicate the very great pleasure

with which I am able to make this official confirmation of the

decision regarding the headquarters of the World Health

Organization*
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The PRESIDENT: We are very grateful to Dr. Sze for his

fine message, I can declare now certainly that our resolution

as to the permanent headquarters in. Geneva stands.

8, UNITED NATIONS AellePJ POR CHILDREN RESOLUTION PRESENTED BY
THE DELEGATION OF IRELLND (Document A/77. Revel)

The PRESIDENT: We now come to the United Nations

Appeal for Children: Resolution presented by the delegation

of Ireland, as amended by the General Committee,

Dr. Parran wishes to speak,

Dr. PARRAN (United States of America): The resolution

under consideration was submitted rather late in our

proceedings; in fact too late for it to be considered by any

of the substantive committees. It deals with a very

important matter - a matter which in my view scarcely lies

within the competence of the World Health Assembly. The

United Nations Appeal for Children, as you know, was authorized

by the General Assembly of the United Nations. I am

sure that each of us applauded the action of the Assenbly

in organizing this great huaanitarian endeavour, Many

of us, too, have had an opportunity to ;gee the splendid

results which have been secured in many countries. I

certainly, in a recent mission to the Far East, had an

opportunity to become acquainted with the leading

personages in many countries who formed the committee for UNAC.
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Nevertheless, this matter seems to me to be more within the

competence of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social

Council. Because of that fact) I would propose that this

resolution be referred to the Executive Board for study.

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of Ireland.

Dr. MacCORMACK (Ireland): I came this morning looking

forward to a good fight and prepared for an enjoyable session.

I should like you to realize that the odds of 30 to 1 against me

have nothing to do with what I am now going to say, Having

listened to Dr. Parran) I am very much impressed by the point

he made) that this question was never discussed in a working

committee. I realize that this is neither the time nor the place

for a long discussion and I am happy to say that I agree with his

suggestion to refer this matter to the Executive Board,

I should like to take this opportunity of expressing my

complete confidence in the Executive Board and to say that I am

entirely happy to leave the matter in their hands`

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of Norway.

Dr. EVANG (Norway): The Assembly has certainly shown great

confidence in the Executive Board) and has referred a great number

of questions to the Executive Board for consideration or action.

In this case; however) it seems to me that we have to consider

carefully) here and today) whether it is right to refer this matter

also to the Executive Board,

It is quite true that this question of whether the United

Nations Appeal for Children should go on or not is being discussed

by the relevant bodies of the United Nations) and I am given to

understand that a decision will be taken very quickly. It will

be taken before the Executive Board will have any possibility to

look very carefully into this question. Therefore) I think that
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if we want to exert any influence upon the decision, we have to act

now.

I em also informed that another specialized agency, ILO,

passed some time ago a resolution with practically the same wording

as that suggested today. Therefore, I would invite the Assembly

to follow the invitation put forward by the delegate of Ireland,

as amended by the General Committee, and pass an opinion on this

question now.

I will give very shortly my two reasons. The first reason,

of course, is that the health and well -being of children after the

war have not yet been taken care of as they should in a great number

of countries. Children need health; this is a way of doing it.

Also coming from a country which itself experienced the benefits

of this action, I should like to tell you, as strongly as I can,

that, in this post-war period of disillusion and cynicism, the very

fact that the whole population, its organizations and bodies are

being invited to do something on an international scale -- to take

same a etion - is a benefit to that country.

AT second reason is: the interests of WHO. We have just in

this Assembly, with heavy hearts, I hope, passed a budget of

5 million. This is a cut in the original budget of about 23%, and I

know, Gentlemen, that you, being public- health administrators in your

own countries, would have found yourselves in a very difficult position

if you had planned carefully the public -1 alth programme for the

coming year and the Treasury suddenly cut your budget by 23 %.

That is what happened here,
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The Interim Commission had carefully and cautiously prepared its

programme and then asked for at least 6 1/2 - 0 million. The

Programme Committee of this Assembly adopted in general lines this

programme, with some amendments which would have normally increased

the budget. In spite of that, it was cut, and I know we all did it

with very heavy hearts.

I am not surprised at the lack of imagination and vision

expressed in this drastic cut in the first year of the World Health

Assembly. The rather miserable way in which human beings have

conducted their world affairs in the.last decades do not indicate a

very high degree of imagination and vision, and there is no reason

why we here, as a group, should display a higher average standard of

these most desirable qualities. What to my mind is surprising is the

lack of realism and of practical sense of which this decision carries

proof. We are public- health people, not representatives of Treasury

Departments. We know that action is needed and we know,h.at we

cannot convince anybody unless we take action. To take action you

have to he an operating agency - to go out into the field and do the

work; and we are being invited to do so by very eager and anxious

regional offices all over the world.

We have adopted a budget which prevents us from being an. operating '

agency to any extent. We have gone further than that. We have

granted in our budget the largest sums of money to enormous problems

which are, in any circumstances, long-term. problems, and which certainly

cannot be expected to show results in a year.

Now this to my mind is a most critical situation for the World

Health Organization, and therefore I welcome the resolution put forward

by the representative of Ireland, and I feel that if the specialized

agencies of. the United Nations could here have'a source of financial

resources given to. them by the peoples themselves, that would be a

very good thing. UNAG is composed of representatives of the people
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themselves in different countries, of employers' and employees'

organizations, co- operatives, voluntary health organizations, etc.

We are all thankful for the interest shown by the governments, but

we feel that besides and beyond that interest, we should also like

the peoples themselves to express through UNAC their will to carry

forward the work of this Organization and other specialized agencies.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any more speakers on this subject?

The delegate of the, United Kingdom.

Dr. Wilson RAE (United Kingdom): Lacking the eloquence of the

previous speaker, but realizing tae paramount importance and th

extreme urgency of this problem, I would support very strongly his

appeal that this resolution be adopted now.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any more speakers? The Irish

delegate has agreed with Dr. Parran's proposals that this resolution

should be referred to the Executive Board, but the delegates of

Norway and the United Kingdom have proposed that the resolution be

adopted. So may I make my own proposal that this resolution should

be adopted in principle and referred to the aecutive Board, to firewa

out how it should be put into practice. Perhaps this would be the

best solution in this case.

Are the Members of the Assembly in ágreernent with my proposal?

Apparently everybody agrees. So the resolution is ado;.6ed in pl inciple

and the Executive Board is authorized to find the way in which it should

be worked out and put into practice.

9. LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
BY THE DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The PRESIDENT: You have had before you since yesterday the letter

from the United States delegation (document A/92) and, with the

consent of the United States delegation, I propose that it be attached

as an annex to the records of the,15 '6h plenary session, That proposal

is adopted.
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10. OTHER BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of India has asked to speak.

Dr. MANI (India): It gives me very great pleasure indeed on this

historic occasion of the termination of the session of the first World

Health Assembly to propose a vote of thanks to our very able Chairman,

Dr. Stampar >( Applause) After that applause it will hardly seem necessary

for me to say anything more, but I would add that as a member`of the

Interim Commission I have had the very great privilege of seeing and

working under his able. gt idance for over two years and I was delighted

indeed when he was given the crowning position of the President of our

first World Health Assembly. We wish him good luck and we hope that the

excellent work that he has done during thirty years as a very famous

.public- health worker will continue, and that this organization will

continue to have the benefit of his very able guidance.

11. CLOSURE OF THE FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The PRESIDENT: Before adjourning our Assembly, will you please

allow me to say a few words.

Our first World Health Assembly is now drawing to a close, and I

must thank 'you all for the patience you have shown during the sessions

over which I have presided, and for the confidence you have shown in me

during these weeks. We have now finished these weeks of strenuous work,

in which we have established the World Health Organization as a going

concern. The fact that the World Health Organization has thereby become

one of the largest specialized United Nations' organizations in existence

testifies to the fact that our considerations, and may I say, vision, at

the New York Health Conference two years ago, were founded on a sound

evaluation of the future potentialities in the field of international

health.

It is my belief that much has been achieved in these weeks and that

the great tradition in international health work have been carried ons

definite step further; we are indeed cognizant of the inherited obligat-

ions from. previoasly existing international health bodies, and I sincerely
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hope that with the integration of the Pan.American Sanitary Bureau in

the-near future we shall have one World Health Organization. We shall

then have achieved one of the main goals visualized at the New York

Health Conference. I am sure that this World Health Assembly will

want to wish. the Executive Board of our Organization the very best in

its work in this respect.

An outstanding feature of the philosophy of public health, so ably

conveyed by many of the delegates present, has been the trend towards

regional activities and the establishment of regional offices. I am

sure that in the : tc.sr_ ahead. of solving special health problems in this

connexion all of us will keep in mind the best interests of health work

itself, and that we are not going to be influenced by other considerations.

I hope that for the next Health Assembly-we shall have more specific

pláns for work to be 'carried out in the regions which have been defined

at this Assembly.

We hava, through the work in the committees and working parties of

this Assembly, and in the Assembly itself, experienced in so many

instances unanimous agreement on technical and other matters, that I

feel the World Health Organization will command the greatest respect

among the United Nations organization and its specialized agencies. -

Mary I thank you for the contribution which so many of you have made to

maintain that spirit of harmony and unanimity -in decisions which

characterized our preparatory work - at the New York Health Conference .

two years ago and at all sessions of the Interim Commission. May I add

a special word of appreciation in this connexion to the c hairren - of the

committees, who have so ably executed their tasks during these weeks.

I would also like to add my special thanks - and I am'sure:I speak

also on behalf of the Assembly - to the Director -General and the

Secretariat, for their untiring labours__in carrying through the technioal

tasks necessary for the smooth running of the Assembly, and for feeding

us with an uncounted number of documents.

We experienced during these weeks a surprise which I must mention

to you. I think that the sudden transformation in the last week' of the
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Assembly of the cold and drizzling rain into glorious su.u.ier weather,

bringing out the attractive setting of the city of our permanent head-

quarters was an agreeable surprise. May I extend again to the

authorities of the City and Canton of Geneva our appreciation of the

hospitality shown, and thank them for an agreeable stay.

In setting the course for the future, I wish to remind you that in

a large organization such as. ours, we have representatives from many

countries in different parts of the world, often with varying concepts

of life, living and health. We should be cognizant of the fact that

each one in his way is wishing to contribute to the well -being of our

organization, to our relations with other international organizations

and to the fostering of a United Nations? spirit. Our technical know-

ledge,and the tools required for the improvement of health in all countries

are available, and it may be the privilege of our time to alter detrimental

environments and to work towards a positive conception of health that will

contribute immeasurably to the full enjoyment of life,

It will be the principal tasks of future Health Assemblies to secure

international agreement on the best means of applying available knowledge

and resources to the prevention of avoidable suffering and the raising of

standards of health in all parts of the world. At this first Health

Assembly, we have taken an important initial step in this regard; we

hope that the future will bring further si nificant developments in the

field of health.

Any row that we are all returning to our homes I know that you can

say to everybody that international collaboration is possible and

necessary, as our meetings have proved. Let us continue to contribute

to the work of our organization in such a way that it will be one of the

importat means by which we can promote and maintain the peace.

I 'iereby declare the first World Health Assembly closed.

The meeting rose at 11 a.m.


