
UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UMES

WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION MONDIALa

ORGANIZATION DELASANTÉ

FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY A /VR /9

29 June 1948

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Provisional Verbatim Record

of the

NINTH PLENARY MEETING

Pâlais des Nations, Geneva
c

Tuesday, 29 June 1948, at 2.30 p.m.

PRESIDENT: Dr. Andrija STAMPAR (Yugoslavia)



A /VR /9

page 2
,

1. CONTINUATION OF DISCUSSION ON THE REPORT OF: THE INTERIM COMMISSION.

The PRESIDENT= I call the meeting to order. The delegate of

Brazil.

Dr. de PAJI4 SOUZA (Brazil) (Interpretation from French): Allow

me to thank you on behalf of my country for the great honour you have

done me in electing me a Vice- President..of this Assembly.

We have before us an enormous task which has been delegated to

us by the Interim Commission, whose reports nilï be analysed during

the present session. The importance of the work which is entrusted

to us and which may be regarded as indispensable for the reconstruction

of the wbrld, exceeds anything that we can imagine. Substantial

progress may, however, be registered in regard to international

health since the meeting of the New York Conference two years ago.

The experience of the institutions which preceded our oim were very

of

hostilities. In a world in which sanitary barriers are disappearing

in view of the enormous progress in means of transportation, it is

more especially in the sphere of public health that the necessity

of reciprocal assistance is most pressingly felt. I can state

with the greatest pleasure that Brazil has without interruption and

without hesitation through the past years recognized its duty in

contributing, on both the national and international planes, to

the attainment of a better social and sanitary well -being consistent

with human dignity.

Our country is potentially rich, but a great part of its

resources are not yet available. Normally, our, country has to pay

heed to all kinds of pressing needs concerning its own population,

and on the morrow of the war it also participated without any

hesitation or reservation in the work of UNRRA, in a spirit of the

most sincere social solidarity.
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Z will not retrace the history of the sanitary campaign which has

taken place under the tropical skies - r in the more temperate parts of

my own country, but I should like to point out one characteristic fact,

. namely, the prestige which is accorded tc those in charge of medical,

social and sanitary ccenstruction. Their efforts are often supported

by the population itself, which is gradually developing a consciousness

of its responsibilities fov tae collective health of the whole people,

The names of Osvaldo Cruz and Carlos Chagas, to mention merely two of

the most illustrious, are known and respected, just as if they were

some of the greatest heroes of our country,

Our country was an unhealthy one at the beginning of this century,

but the transf; mations already affected are such as to destroy coy,,

pletely the myth of the inevitable unhealthiness of tropical regions.

Brazil may boast at the present tima that it no longer belongs to the

group of countries which export diseases,

All kinds of problems are arising in different parts of the world

which demand the combined effort of all nation:, The progress

accomplished in international hygiene since the days of San Francisco

authorizes us to be eptimisti.c. It suffices to quote the example of

this Assembly, where we are all united in the same desire to ameliorate

the health coaditious of our populations, though that was only a vague

hope not many years ago, The period is already distant in which in-

nunorable , difficulties were raised against the inclo.a of the word

health in the text of the Charter of the sited Nations ; Those who

devoted, their attention at the San Francisco Conference to questions

of health had the impres iom that they must beg for the right to be

heard. But once the first di.ffieu ties had been ovcrc ae> other

ç;bstacles arose, and in spite of all the past history cf institutions
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such as the Office International dtHygiène Pcblique and the Health

Organization of the League of Nations, the idea of x, specialized

ag+ncy dealing with questions of health and affiliated to the United

Nations received support ::s only a few isolated members and a still

smaller nun er of the delegations who were present at the San

Francisco conference,

I should like to express my conviction that the victory which we

obtained after overcoming so many Obstacles constitutes a sound

guarantee of the future, A great and powerful army whose general staff

isuni.ted in this Assembly has come to take the place of those soldiers

who fought in YliLi swaying bat lc

Brazil is proud and happy to have participated in this movement

from its very commencement and throughout the whole period of the work

of the Interim Commission, and it wishes to affirm once p r e its

desire to collaborate in the most effective manner with other countries,

in order to eliminate or at any rate. to reduce the obstacles which still

oppose the impulse towards the establishment of a happy and healthy

world4

The World Health Organization which was envisaged when the

Brazilian delegation, together with the Chinese delegation - to whom

I take this opportunity of paying special homage - had the honour to

formulate the suggestion for the creation of this organization, was

to be the sole institution of international health, The sphere of its

action was to be of the widest sort as is defined indeed in the

r1 VaMble of o r Constitution, for it `:1a51!;;s us to include every sort

of activity which relates to world health. Outside its compass, no

other agency was to appear. There was to be no dispel-sal of energy

which might enfeeble us in the struggle which we were prepesing to

wage. The manner in which the World Health Orge izati o n will act is

defined in broad lines by the text of its Oensti ution, It now remains

for your Board to trace. after careful st; "dam of the prebl'errs which

present themselves and after satisfying _itself as the resources at

its disposal, the directives which. it will have to issue for your

guidance,
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We should be especially happy if, in accordance with our statute,

the Board were to delegate more and more of its own action to the

regional bureaux. We are convinced that the stronger and more deve-

loped these bureaux are, the more effective will be our contribution.

This decentralization will strengthen the prestige of the World.

Health Wrganization, which will become better known in all the coun-

tries and will thus enable the central direction to concentrate more

and more on the study of those questi®ns which are of a general kind

and on the tasks of co- ordination.

Our country is in process of development, in a vast territory.

It thus offers a field of observation, as important as any in the

world, in which nearly all the medical problems of public health,

relating both to temperate and to tropical zones, appear on.a more or

less extended scale. Our health experts are concerned both with the

varied questions which will be the subject of our debate and with the

programmes of future action.

The Brazilian delegation is prepared to participate in the work

of this Assembly and will ' employ all its efforts to assist in the study

of those problems which are the subject of our mutual interest, as they

are presented in turn for our attention.

Dr. SIMONOVITS (Hungary): It in a.Areat honour ana pleasure for

me to greet, in the name of the Hungarian Government, the first World

Health'Assembly. The Hungarian Government fully shares the conviction,

expressed in the Constitution of the World Health Organization, that no

matter in which part of the world public health has deteriorated, it

means a common danger to the whole world. It is imperative therefore

that public - health problems be dealt with on an international level.
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Apart from the co- ordination of international public- health

work, it is equally necessary that public- health administration

in the countries themselves be well organized.

Encouraged by the words of President Stampar emphasizing the

importance of criticism, I take the liberty to point to some gaps

in the work of the Interim Commission.

There are important health territories which are not sufficiently

considered from a medical aspect. A year ago the International

Labour Organization had its World Assembly in this same hall and

although its programme included such important subjects. as the

protection of the health of workers, especially of women and

children, I was to my knowledge the only physician who attended the

Assembly. This may have been due to the.fact that in many countries

health administration is not centralized. As an example I can

mention my own country, where in the past there was hardly one

ministry which did not deal with one or more sectors of the health

field, often very important ones. Medical training was directed

by the Ministry of Education; nutrition problems belonged to the

Ministry of Agriculture; the protection of the health of industrial

workers and miners was the responsibility of the. Ministry of Industry;

railway health services, of the Ninistry of Communications; and the

protection of commercial employees belonged to the sphere of

activity of the Ministry of Commerce. The school health service

was directed by the Ministry of Education, and the sport health

services by the Ministry of War.. This. system created certain

difficulties, and co- ordinated activity was achieved in a few

cases only. While the maintenance of several health organizations

entails much higher expenditure, the results they achieved are

much smaller than those of centralized administrations. The

democratic Hungarian Government for this reason considers it

highly desirable that the main aspects of health administration

be centralized. As a result of this recognition, the majority of
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those services such as the health service of industrial workers,

miners and the railway service belong in Hungary to the sphere of

activity of the Ministry of Welfare.

Apart from the centralization of health administration, and

simultaneously with it, there is a tendency on the part of the

Hungarian Government to decentralize) in its initial and executive

stages, the health work of the country. I am not thinking only

of the popularization of knowledge of hygiene but also of the fact

that health problems should be of active interest to social

organizations, trade unions, and the health committees of villages

and industrial plants. The satisfactory results of health work

in Hungary can in part, be ascribed also.to.tho fact that the whole

nation has become interested in health questions*

The Hungarian delegation considers it of vital importance that

public- health administrations receive appropriate attention, not

only in international relations 'but ftlso within individual

countries. I fully concur in the opinion of Dr. Vinogradov that

while the World Health Organization should not interfere in the

internal affairs of governments, it can,and is expected to give,

consultative advice on the most progressive methods in the field

of health.

The next question I should like to mention here is the

relation between social conditions and the state of health in a

country. This question has been dealt with extensively during

this Assembly, and I should like to support sta teDelits we have

heard with one example from my own country. Hungary in past years

was known as the land of plenty; in spite of this it was the

sad privilege of Hungary to lead in the field of infant mortality

and tuberculosis mortality in international statistics. In 1938

the infant mortality rate in Hungary was l)+,ÿ per cent the

tuberculosis mortality 14 per cent. This was due, in part, to

the semi - colonial position of the country, and in part to the feudal

system within the country itself. More than three million
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agricultural workers, and half a million industrial workers, with

their .families of one - and -a -half million persons, lived in very

low circumstances. The profound political and economic changes -

in the first place, the land reform - decisively.trans . ormed the

social conditions of our people; and despite the devastation of

the war and two years of drought, infant mortality decreased from

31+ to 11.1 per cent. Typhoid fevermorbidity is one - third only

of the pre -war figure, and the tuberculosis mortality is steadily

improving and is much lower than before the war. The general

improvement in health conditions is due also to thr. fnot t.h-t the

democratic Hungarian Government provides higher budget allotments

for health services than any government in lore war Hungary, and

so it was possible to re -equip hospitals with mere than 17,000 of

the 22,000 beds destroyed during the war, and more tuberculosis

and venereal disease dispensaries are functioning than in pre --war

years.

The third question to which I wish to call attention is the

training of health personnel. As far as I know, this question

has first been discussed today, although it is á universal problem.

No health service can function without health visitors and no

hospital can work without nurses. The Hungarian delegation

suggests also that the World Health Organization should engage

in the study and solution of these problems.

Several delegates have approached the problem of ameliorating

the hygienic conditions of rural populations. This is eonsidered

as one of the main tasks of my Government because about two -thirds

of the entire population are. living in rural conditions, and one -

fifth on dispersed farms. The solution of this problem is, of

course, in close relation with social conditions and especially

with 1..,ovsi7g omnditions, water supply, labour conditions, and

so on. On the medical aspect, the Government laid stress on

increasing the number of doctors in the villages
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but, at the same time; i^. order to provide specialist treatment for

the rural population, we starred to establish in provincial towns

new kinds of health centres, combining both preventive and curative

services in one building. Those centres also contain the offices of

medical officers and the social insurance administrations. The aim

of these institutions is tea provide medical treatment to all inhabi-

tants of the region, whether members of social insurance or not.

The centres are also provided with motor cars so that specialists may

reach quickly every point of the region concerned. We should welcome

any advice in regard to the solution of these problems.

Allow me to submit finally, in the name of the Hungarian dele-

gation, the following proposal:

the World Health Organization should raise its voice, through the

United Nations, for the abolition of a certain anomaly, namely, the

exclusive manufacture by commercial organizations of antibiotics.

iiedie l science has TilLd knea l e mankind d medicines vita: 1 r irn ortant

for fighting diseases, yet many of them especially streptomycin, are

manufactured by commercial firms only, and in insufficient quantities.

The ideal would be to permit all nations to manufacture these medicines

but, in the absence of such an ideal solution, at least the purchase

of manufacturing licences show._ 'm made possible. The Hungarian

Government is confident that the World Health Organization will lend

its full assistance to the solution of this very important

May I express my sincere good wishes for the successful work of

the Assembly.
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Dr. BANTUG (Philippines): After conveying the greetings of

the Republic of the Philippines to the officers and members of the

first World Health Assembly, permit me to pay a tribute of warm

congratulation and high respect to our esteemed President for the

manner in which he adroitly and in the best tradition of comrade-

ship solved the delicate question of the official Philippine

representation to this august body.'

The original communication appointing two delegates from the

Republic of the Philippines was turned over on the opening day to

the registration office, but was evidently mislaid as it did not

reach the Committee on Credentials on times and was not located

until the second session of the first day had already adjourned.

That document was transmitted to us through the office of the

Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Philippines to the

United Nations, General Carlos- P. Romulo. My government had

ratified the Constitution of the World Health Organization, but

there was delay in filing the copy of the instrument of ratification

at the Secretariat office of the United Nations. In making my

position clear to this Assembly my purpose was to banish from the

minds of the members any idea that may smack of unwarranted intrusion,

which would have been unfortunate. The President, by his adroit

manoeuvre, has brought a happy though temporary solution to an

otherwise embarrassing situation.

In sending official delegates to this Assembly, my country only

showed its readiness to participate in the world-wide effort to

improve the health of mankind. It is especially anxious to exchange

views on theories and practices and on the varied experiences of the

Member delegates in the vast field of individual and public health.

Before entering into the consideration of the report of the

Interim Commission, it is only right that the Ihilippino delegation

should express its admiration for the splendid work the Commission

accomplished in so thorough a manner, taking into consideration the

fact that it has had to work under rather unusual circumstances.
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The report covers a wide field of health activities and, as a whole,

it may be said to be little short of marvellous. True enough,

here and there a number of points had to be smoothed and worked

over by the ladies and gentlemen who have preceded me, and if we

dare to present some of our viewpoints they are mainly the products

of our,éxperience in the Philippines and emphasize the needs in

certain fields in our own country..

It is a matter of great satisfaction that the report of

the Interim Commission has taken up the problems of malaria,

maternal and child health and tuberculosis as among the most

important obstacles to the attainment of the objective of the

World Health Organization which, as defined in its Constitution,

is "lie health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of

peace and security and is dependent upon the fullest co- operation

of individuals and States."

We hilly support the plans of the Commission on these three

pointa.

Malaria in the Philippines before the last world war was

waning, as shown by our statistics, but with the occupation of the

country by the Japanese many people from the towns escaped to the

mountains and less settled areas where they acquired the disease;

after the liberation of the country these infected people returned

to the towns and in turn infected those who were free from it. In

that`way the incidence of malaria rose to epidemic proportions in

many places and strenuous efforts had to be exerted to dominate the

situation. In this connexienit is a matter of ,simple justice to

pay a high 'tribute to the United States Government, through the

instrumentality of. the UnitedStates Public Health.Service headed

by General, Howard F. Smith, which contributed generously in money,

material and personnel, so that these places wh .áti had become malarious

might be free from the diseaseonce'moré

Tuberculosis has: always been a major'public hèalth.problem in

tlik Philippine's.. The usual procedures were undertaken before the war,
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The Philippine Tuberculosis Society was founded as far back as

1910 for the sole purpose of combating the diseases and an extensive

survey made just prior to the war, involving some two million persons

in about eight or nine provinces on the island of Luzon, showed an

incidence of from two to eight per cent, but we had to stop here

owing to insufficient financial resources.

True indeed that we had made a beginning with the establishment

of the Quezon Institute for Tuberculosis with about 200 beds for

incipient cases, and about 150 beds for advanced cases of both

sexes at the San Lazaro Hospital for infectious diseases and an

infix irf-the_ province of Batangas. After the liberation the

problem had become aggravated and although the United States

Public Health Service came to. our rescue once more by furnishing

us with a number of x -ray units, personnel and_money- to -da- -mass -

diagnostic work, still this is not -sufficient to eliminate the

Philippines as a source of potential danger to the rest of the

world,

Regarding BCG vaccination, which has been widely employed in

many countries of Europe andSouth America,. where it has been

used on a large scales it would'be desirable if the World Health

Organization would see its way to extend- vaccination work to our

country in the shortest possible time'. The ,Philippines is one

of tie victims worst affected .by the ,á,gress .on of an unprincipled

army which disregarded the laws of civilized warfare a n d this is

our justification for petitioning the World Health Organization

that the Philippines should receive the same facilities in the

BCG vaccination programme as the several countries of Europe to

which that,programme is now being extended as an emergency measure.

Our infant mortality in the Philippines is very high, owing

largely to improper maternal hygiene and to deficient nutrition

of the masses} aggravated by the last war, The Interim Commission

in classifying maternal and child hygiene as. one of the most
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important undertakings shoulas in our opinion, pisce corresponding

emphasis on a. more extensive and intensive attack on the problem

of malnutrition.

A beginning in this direction is now being made in the fields

of Bataan, but this would not be enough, as more extensive research

is necessary, as `well as the scientific planning of standard diets.

These activities should run parallel to the application in limited

areas of known:practices in the control of infant mortality, As

an example, we wish to mention the very low infant mortality rate

among the children of Philippine labourers in Hawaii brought

about by the consistent application of known practices in pre-

natal and post -natal cares including proper feeding of the mother.

We wish to recommend especially the importance of training technioal

health personnel and the adoption of uniform standards of organiza-

tion and. pub1ic-ea1th .methods so that public- health workers

throughout the world could undertake comparative studies based

upon uniform information.

The part undertaken by .public-health nurses in disease control

and health promotion is sufficiently important, as has been

advocated here by the delegate of Irelands for the World Health

Assembly to consider extending an invitation to the various nursing

associations to participate in its labours.

So far we have spoken only of the objectives that can be

attained by the world at large through our knowledge of the prevention,

causation and treatment_of disease, but we have not mentioned how

best these objectives can be attained. We have made reference to

the role of health educators in acquainting the common mans woman

and child how they must rqact to the various methods thus far

proposed. Let us not forget that no less than 70 per cent of the

success of'public= health. measures, as shown by a study conducted

some years 'ago. by members of the United States. Publie Health Services

dep.Onds upon the co- operation of the people.

In committee meetings we shall from time to time present our

views on the subjects of the agenda to be discussed.
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QT dANIDIS (Greece) (Interpretation from French): May I,

on behalf of my country, extend a welcome to the delegates of the

nations who are gathered here, and express the emotion I feel at taking

part in such a. distinguished gathering.

The Greek delegation expresses to the President and to his

secretariat their thanks for the relentless effort which they have

furnished during the last two years and for their methodical and

constructive work, which have enabled the first Assembly to meet for

the greater benefit; of the world.

It .is not the first time that the voice of Greece is hoard in

international councils. Though my country is a small one, it has

achieved great things for which it is asking nothing, and civilized

mankind cannot shut its eyes to the innumerable ruins on our soil with-

out failing in its. great-task and without thereby condemning to annihi-

lation what remains of a country which was the cradle of' intelligence,

beauty and science.

Its
, gc;ographio situation gives .our country great importance.

On the other hand, it suffers from a disadvantage, namely its immense

aridity, Since'the mostremot3 times it has suffered the consequences

of those two factors,vrhich influenced in the past and continue to

influence today the fate of the nation and of individuals. The

barrenness of our soil, in spite of the most praiseworthy attempts at

cultivation, does not produce onougho satisfy the most essential

needs of the population, and the population, being persistently under -

is
nourished/unavoidably. susceptible to, a variety of diseases to a fax

greater extent than in other European countries; and this results in.

a higher mork].ity. level than is found anywhere, else, While our country

in order to cope with the.. increasing morbidity, should have allocated

to it sums proportionately. higher than the amounts devoted in other

States in Europe to similar purposes, we unfortunately find ourselves
S

faced with the necessity of doing the exact opposite, for the reasons

I have just mentioned,
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Thus, the funds available to the Ministry of Health present

generally four per cent of the whole or the national budget, while

in the principal European States, which have sanitary equipment for

superior to our own, and in which the rate of morbidity is lover,

that percentage usually amounts to from 10 to 15 per cent of the

whole budget.

The services of the Ministry have continuously drawn attention

to that tragic situation and to its painful repercussions upon the

health of the inhabitants, upon the national economy in general and

on the very existence of our race which is threatened in its founda-

tions. The answer to those appeals has always been the impossibility

of allocating the necessary funds to allow the establishment of a

stable health programme with the aim of developing gradually our very

modest sanitary equipment and of raising its standard sufficiently to

enable us to improve the health conditions of the nation in general.

No doubt that impossibility was almost always justified, since the

major part of our budget is utilized for debts of a semi- military

character.

In spite of that situation, and as soon as the light . of pet-le

shone for any length of time upon our country, we immediately started

to work and, the claims of the various health departments received

satisfaction from the public authorities. Thus, after close and care-

ful study of the conditions existing in other countries, end, above

all, of the conditions and circumstances peculiar to our country, a

complete health programme was worked out and the necessary funds for

its implementation procured by means of a special tax, known as the

welfare tax. Technical services were sot up in . which the Ministry of

Health co- operates closely with the medical profession. Side by side,

at a methodical and accelerated pace throughout the country, thera-

peutic and health establishments were'opened and provided with the

latest modern equipment in oi^der to icct the aceclo r'f -uîc rhole popu-

lation, without any class distinction.
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The scourge of the world war came suddenly to interrupt the

implementation of this programme, which had been so carefully thought

out, and which was still in its opening stages, put an end to the

work which had been initiated and stopped the allocation of funds, which

presented a. total value of some two thousand million drachmas. The

events which followed, and the tragic developments from which we

are still suffering today, not only hampered the functioning of the

organizations which already existed; they also threatened, in some

parts of the country, to jeopardize the functioning of the few

installations which had been finished and, in other parts of the

country, gravely to damage or destroy important buildings. Thus,

while at the beginning of the World War we had some 13,814 beds,

we are at present waging, an epic struggle in order to maintain

those figures at that level.

The figures I disclose clearly show the shortage of means

and the extent of the responsibilities which fall to me as Minister

of Health, in endeavouring to supply, with the small resources at

our disposal, the sanitary requirements of my country in general and,

more particularly to combat the peril of tuberculosis which shatters

the very foundations of our economic and productive life,

May I be permitted to dwell at some length on that important

subject. Of a population of eight million inhabitants approximately

three million represent, the urban population and 4,500,000 the rural

population. From the statistics which have been established in

our country and drawn up, either by foreign organizations or on the

basis of results registered in radio -diagnostic centres, the

percentage of persons suffering from tuberculosis in an evolutionary

stage is three per cent of the urban and one - and -a -half per

cent of the rural population. That means that we have to consider

on that score a relief affecting some 152,500 patients.
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Bút, in addition to those cases of tuberculosis, there' are other

cases, calculated, at 333,560 persons, who are suffering from tuberculosis

in a non -evolutionary stage, and the number of deaths due each year to

that disease exceeds 20,000.

Ín coping with the requirements of this very dangerous problem,

and the dangers to which it exposes the State and our race, we have

at Our disposal hardly 5,000 beds and a few private anti -tubercular

nursing homes.

Side`by'side with pulmonary tuberculosis, we have to consider

the important figure of cases of bone tuberculosis,. more especially

in 'children, due to the conditions resulting from the war and under-

nourishment which characterized the tragic years of enemy occupation.

For those cases we have at our disposal only 500 beds. The war,

with all the horrors'which accompanied it, and which are continuing

in our country,. in the midst'of general desolation, resulted in an

appreciable increase in the nuiber of psychic diseases and diseases.

of the nervous system. According to specialists, it would be

necessary, in order to deal with such needs, to have at least two

beds per thousand inhabitants, which would represent 'a total of

14,000 beds and we have only 2,568.

In the field of infectious diseases the same needs are noticeable,

without speaking of incurable diseases, for which there are hardly

any beds available at all. From the figures at my disposal, I can'

form a clear idea of the number of beds needed for each class Of

patient, the number of beds considered necessary in similar circum-

stances in the countries with the most advanced civilizati n, and

the number.of beds we should like to reach ourselves. But hoer can

we cope with this colossal problem with only the meagre means of our

budget, when it is remembered that the solution of these problems
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cannot suffer any postponement? That is the question which, as

the responsible Minister, I am constantly putting to myself and putting

to my colleagues in the government.

The necessary programmes are being worked out, and the necessity

of implementing them is unanimously recognized. Unfortunately, and

for the coming years at least, their realization cannot be achieved

by means of the ordinary funds available in the budget.

We'are very grateful to our great allies for the assistance

,which they have given us, and are still giving us, in the field of

health, and also to the various foreign organizations - such as

EM. EL, UNRRA, the Red Cross of most countries, the Near East

Association, Greek War Relief, and finally AMAG. Without this,

it would have been impossible for us to ensure the most elementary

equipment for the few beds we possess, and whose existence has

saved many thousands of my compatriots.

But, as I have already said, in order to achieve a satisfactory

degree of sanitary organization, on account of the increasing

morbidity of our people, and in order to complete satisfactorily

what has already been begun, important additional suss are still

required which we can only hope to . receive from abroad, and, mI .re

,particularly, from this Organization.

We therefore venture, on behalf of the Greek people, who have

been martyrs struggling through the centuries for the ideals of

liberty and dignity of mankind, to make an appeal, so that if

possible the quota reserved for Greece in the programme of health

restoration be increased.

Our faith in the World Health Organization as a means of help

to countries in their fight against the scourges left by the war and

occupation, remains unshaken.
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2. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDED .

The PRESIDENT: Our debate on the report of the Interim

Commission is concluded. Now our committees will discuss the agenda,

as outlined in Part II of the report of the Commisi.on. Tlis after

.noon, thirty minutes after wé have adjourned,'the following committees

will start to work: The Programme Cont4ttee,.in Room V; the Legal

Commmittee, in Room III. Tomorrow, at 10 a.m.: the Co mittee on

Programme, Room V; the Committee on Headquarters and Regional

Organizations Room III. At noon, the General Committee will meet

in Room IX. In the afternoon, at 2.30 the Legal Committee will meet

in Room III, and the Committee on Headquarters in Roam V.

May I ask chief delegates to send their representatives to each

of the committees) because most important work will be done by our

main committees. May I also ask, on behalf of the General Committee,

the chairmen of our main committees to speed up their activities and

report as soon as possible with regard to their recommendations and

proposals to :,hat cammittoci.

It is very important that all delegations should take ?art in

the discussions of committees, because the com mittees have to decide

on the most important matters of our prograi.tne - future activities,

headquarters and so forth.

I must emphasise particularly that the Legal Committee should

consider the applications of Monaco and San Merino, and the Cc m;iittee

on Headquarters and Regional Organization should consider the question

of the permanent seat for the headquarters because we must lecide on

this matter at the Assembly and consult the United Nations Secretariat

according to the provisions of our Constitution.

The General Committee will meet tomorrow at noon, and of course,

according to the Rules of Procedure, will decide about further

meetings of the main committees, and you will be informed of the

date and time of meetings in your hotels.

The next Assembly meeting will also be announced later on.

The meeting rose at 4.30 p.m.


