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1. (pieINUA'TION OF DISCUSSION ON THE REPORT OF THE INTiRIM GQMMISSION

The PRESIDENT: I call the meeting to order. The delegate of,

Liberia.

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia): Liberia heartily congratulates the officers

and members of the Interim Commission which, though expected to work

for a few weeks so efficiently carried out its duties over a period

of two years. They demonstrated that the world can fully co- operate

on a friendly basis and come to the rescue of an ailing partner, as

was shown very vividly in the cholera epidemic in Egypt. We join

the other nations in expressing our joy over the birth of this new

body, the World Health Organization which is destined to succeed

through services to a diseased world. In embarking on world health

service, let us not just follow the old trailsof..UNRRA or other

organizations or foundations, but rather create new ones in order

to equalize things throughout the world., Let us get to the source

of the vectors of the various diseases and subdue them there.

Except for medical aid from the United States, to whom we are

very grateful, in the past Liberia and most of Africa were left

out of health programmes, yet we often read of successful malaria

control, yellow fever control, and so on while people were still

suffering in Africa. We cannot and must not leave Africa out of

the picture in this World Health Organization. Most diseases in

Africa can be conquered through good public -health measures.

Liberia is located in the heart of the tropics and is centrally

placed, geographically, for countries along the western half of

Africa. Liberia is now easily reached by sea and air. There

is a vast public -health programme in operation at present. There

is to be established, under the auspices of United States enter-

prises and universities, in co- operation with the Liberian Government,

a research institute of tropical medicine. I do hope that the

World Health Organization will join hands with the research institute
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and use Liberia as one of its regional headquarters to supply

West and Central Africa, as well as the rest of the world, with

material on tropical medicine.

Dr. BARDOS (Czechoslovakia): We are very grateful for the

opportunity offered us to state our opinion in regard to the future

work of the World Health Organization. The Czechoslovak delegation

would first like to express the willingness of Czechoslovakia to do

all in her power to help to develop the work of the World Health

Organization, so that it will be able to.realize its lofty aims

and fulfil the hopes placed in it by the:natlons.

In May 1948 the Czechoslovak Constitútionái Assembly adopted

unanimously the new Czechoslovak Constitution Which already, in

its second articlé, enumerating the rights of the citizens guarantees

the right of the citizen to health. This fact we quote as a sign

of our sincerity, and we hope that the following remarks will be

judged by it.

Please be assured that the Czechoslovak delegation also

fully realizes the limitations imposed upon the work of the Interim

Commission. We should like to comment on the report of the

Interim Commission and on same of the remarks in the discussion.
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The Czechoslovak delegation favours a long -term policy of the

World Health Organization, for the obvious reason that we cannot

expect any quick results in improving the health conditions of the

world. There seems to be a diversity of opinion about the role

of the World Health Organization, and particularly about its relations

with the health services of Member countries. The Czechoslovak

delegation agrees with the definition given in the Preamble of the

Constitution, namely, that the main role of the World Health Organ-

ization should be the strengthening of the health services of the

individual Members. It is obvious that the Organization cannot replace

them. Should this principle be accepted by the Assembly, it follows

at once, even from a very superficial survey, that the different

countries face different health problems, and to my delegation this

fact seems to deiaand the setting up of regional offices of the World

Health Organization, caring for such different demands. For instance,

India could be the seat of such an office for South -East Asia. We feel

that the World Health Organization should be instrumental in starting to

solve the many problems facing Member countries and in helping to bridge

the gap between their aims and their means of realization.

Considered from this point of view, there are serious gaps in the

programme proposed by the In ±aril Commission. In countries approaching

modern standards of sanitation and hygiene, the main "killers" of the

population are diseases of the circulatory system and cancer. Even in

Czechoslovakia at the present time, with a disastrous increase in tuber-

culosis as a result of the war and the occupation, those two diseases

still head the list. The Czechoslovak delegation thinks that as regards

those diseases, and especially the first one, the health services and

medical science have failed on an international scale. We therefore

propose thatthe World Health Organization should set up committees -

or enlarge the scope of the existing one - with the task of studying

methods of prevention and the treatment of these diseases and encouraging

vigorous research.

The Czechoslovak delegation proposes further that the World Health
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Organization should set up a committee for the study of the medical

and biological applications of atomic energy for the important role

those applications will play in the future of medicines

I should like to restate here briefly the work to which we feel

the World Health Organization should attend. Firstly, it should act

as a "clearing house" that is, it should collect, analyse, interpret

and, disseminate information and knowledge relating to the health of

nations and individuals. Secondly, the Organization should promote

and, where appropriate, recommend national and international action

with respect to medical research and to the improvement of education

and,,the administration of health services and the spread of public

knowledge related to it. Thirdly, the Organization should set up

special committees to fulfil more effectively the tasks enumerated

in points one and two with respect to special important diseases.

Fourthly, it should take steps to deal with emergencies whenever

applidable and necessary and with the consent and co- operation of the

nations concerned.

With regard to point one, we should like to remind the Assembly

that, in addition to the Soviet Union, many countries - for instance,

Great Britain - are embarking on a State health service, and that their

experiences should be analysed and Made available to others. In my

country, a'State medical service and a national insurance scheme will

make comprehensive medical care available to 95 per cent of the

population, apart from social benefits.

Referring to point two Czechoslovakia would like, in this

connection, to ask the World'Health Organization to give special

attention and'care to'countries which have suffered during the war.

It'will take us many more years to overcome the difficulties created

by the closing dawn of our medical schools, and we are therefore

very interested in the continuation and extension of fellowship

programmes, visiting lecturers and medical literature.

With regard to the third point, we sincerely hope that expert
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committees will not only make reports, but also study means of

helping individual countries in a practical way to solve their

problems.

With regard to point four, the Czechoslovak delegation

supports the setting up of a special emergency fund.

There is another suggestion the Czechoslovak delegation

would like to make. Many countries are experiencing difficulties

in obtaining appropriate equipment and supplies 'for r esearch or

other medical services. The World Health Organization should set

up a procurement office to help countries out of such difficdltieS4

The Czechoslovak delegation will also support the establishment

of an international dchool of public health in connoxion with the

World Health Organization. We feel that the Organization should

also be instrumental in establishing international standards for

the education of medical personnel, including education in medical

schools.

In conclusion, the Czechoslovak delegation wishes theAssembly

success in its further deliberations,
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Dr. CHOI (Observer from Korea): It is a great privilege to have

this op?ortunity to sneak a few words to express my sincere thanks

for your kindness in inviting my country to this conference. Having

received your invitation, I felt that the health problems of each

country only be solved by a . tr_';...org:_ o4 : th 3;.SituAtion

of each country in accordance with the principles enunciated in the

Constitution of the World Health Organization.

In speaking at the first Assembly here in Goneva. I wish to

express my deep appreciation of those who initiated the proposal for

the setting.up of an international health erganization at the San

Francisco conference. This must be highly valued by,all the peoples

in the world, since this action to promote the enjoyment of the highest

possible standard of health was inspired by the highest motives. On

the other hand, T can never forget that the Interim Commission was

very successful in helping a number of countries which required urgent

aid from outside. I think that its greatest achievement was the

training of health personnel from various countries to the highest

degree of efficiency:

The outstanding effort made by the Interim Commission to develop

the permanent structure of a World Health Organization should also be

remembered. The major achievement of dra:aing ùp the Constitution of

the World Health Organization may be interpreted as a new historical

development
. in public. health. There 'can .be nodoubt that the health

of the peoples of the world will benefit by the implementation of this

Constitution which stipulates that the people shall attain the highest

standard of health. '

Since 21+ June a large number of delegates and Assembly Mambors

assembled at this conference have been most eager to further inter-

national health services by evex' practicable means. I should say

that nothing is more important and worth While than what this con-

ference is going to produce. In goer of the great' significance of

these facts I really congratulate this first Assembly and all those
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attending it.

My country is at present in a grave condition and expects great

services which you may be able to perform for the improvement of

Korea's health, which suffered great hardship during the 40 years of

Japanese occupation. That such services are needed can be easily

recognized from the facts.. There arc only 2,000 qualified Korean

doctors among the population of 30 millions.' Tuberculosis deaths

reported amount to more than 400 per 100,000 of the population1

deaths of children under the age of four making up half of the total

death rate. In the case of communicable diseases, typhoid fever,

typhus fever, diphtheria, and pneumonia were the main causes of death,

while the spread of venereal diseases throughout the country is a great

menace to public health.

I hopo this conference will be enabled to achieve its objectives

so that the health of everyone may be safeguarded by the activity of

this international organization..

Dr. MATEEF'F (Bulgaria) (Interpretation from French): Allow

me first to convey to.you the satisfaction with which the Popular

Government of Bulgaria has learnt of the successes which your Interim

Commission has achieved in the prat years.

In the encouraging beginning of the World Health Organization,

and after the sufferings which have been imposed on mankind by Fascism

and racial barbarity, we are witnessing the triumph of humanism, which

has sot before it as its object to labour for the health and welfare

of all peoples, guiding its action solely by scientific principles.

Medical science hats now reached, such a point of progress that if

it wore applied wholly and unreservedly in the life of the peoples, it

would be possible to effect the disappearance of a great number of

sicknesses and infirmities. Nevertheless the fact is that epidemics

and other infirmities continue to afflict a great part of the population

of the world. It is evident that there is an immense disparity

between the achievements of medicine and their effective application
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in the life of the peoples. The causes for this situation arc mani-

fold. But they are above all politico -social and economip causes.

13, the,World Health Organization we have a powerful agent which

would be capable of eliminating this disparity. We regard it as

a factor which might contribute greatly to the application of the

conquest of science in the everyday life of the peoples, without any

distinction of race or social class, political or religious convic-

tions.

The way to the attainment of this objective is, without doubt,

by affording multilateral methodical scientific and material assis-

tance to the national health services. The operation of public

health is beyond all doubt a matter for the peoples themselves and

for their own countries.

We arc in entire agreement with the Soviet delegation when they

say it is not by costly missions, - the efforts of which are some-

times questionable, or which may be isolated and entirely foreign

to the health development of particular countries, -a but by sys-

tematic, efficacious aid, afforded with a view to the improvement

of the national health administrations and organizations, that it is

possible to arrive at tangible results.

We are also of opinion that apart from the question of quarantine

barriers, it is necessary to make positive efforts to eliminate the

foci of the diseases and epidemics which are raging in different

parts of the world. It is precisely on this point that we observe

a fundamental difference between the World Health Organization and

all the other international organizations which have preceded it.

Such, for instance, as the Office International d'Hygiéne Publique

and the Health Organization of the League of Nations. It is necessary

for the action of the World Health Organization to be brought into

harmony with that of the International Children's Emergency Fund

and the other specialized agencies of the United Nations.
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We have witnessed during recent years a considerable development im

a new factor which works for. the consolidation of public health I°re-

fer to physical culture: In many countries the State actively supports

the expansion of physical culture among the masses) regarding it as a pre-

ventive agent of the highest importance. Bodily exercise, owing to its

functional effects, has indisputable organo- formatory and physical results.

If it is associated with suitable nourishment it mayte'ome, a primary factor

in the regular and harmonious development of the physical body. It is time

for medical science to direct its efforts seriously to the study of this

question by assisting physical culture to establish itself on solid

scientific foundationsa We believe that the World Health Organization

should create a special service for co- operation and supervision by medical

authorities in the sphere of physical cultured

Up to the present our country has not benefited by any assistance

from the Interim Commission.. Nevertheless, thanks to the care which our

government has bestowed on the health of the people and to the large

financial resources which it devotes to this object, thanks also to the

far-reaching economic and social reforms which have improved the material

conditions of our people and to the progressive nationalization of medicine,

we are glad to announce that today the health situation in our country is

on the whole good, especially in regard to infectious; and venereal dis-

eases. Naturally, we have also our quota of post -war difficulties) al-,

though we hope to be able to surmount them with the help and support

which we look forward to receiving from the World Health Organization.

'Lherculosis continues to be for us a problem calling for urgent solution

and the same must be said in regard to malaria, As regards infant mortality)

in spite of its decrease during the last few years) we still have a long

way to go before we can reduce it to the normal dimensions,

In the struggle for the improvement of public health our country en-

counters great difficulties in obtaining drugs, instruments and sanitary

equipment and also in obtaining material and medical literature,
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We have observed that quite a nun fuel o2 o Leer countries, are in the came

situation, We propose,and we should like to stress this point, that the

World Health Organization should employ all its efforts in assisting in

the solution of that problem; It would be inhuman and altogether inad.,

missible that there should be speculation or political manipulations in

connexion with trade in drugs, at the cost of the health and lives of

human beings; We think that it ought to be possible to create; within the

World Health Organization; a special office responsible for the study of a

question so vital to a large part of the worlds population.

We attach very great importance to medical information and medical

literature. Other delegates have also raised this matter. I am sure that

the World Health Organization can May a decisive role in that field.

We believe that in the future it will be possible toive our doctors

opportunities of perfecting their knowledge in other countries by means

of fellowships.

We hope that our proposals will receive due consideration and we ex-

press our cordial wishes for the progress of the World Health Urganization.
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M. GRASSET (Switzerland) (Interpretation from French): The

head of the delegation has been obliged to leave the Assembly Hall for

an hour or two, and will come back in due course, when he will report

to the President and ask to be able to speak.

Mr. SHTYLLA (Albania) (Interpretation from French): Albania

brings cordial greetings to the World Health Organization and wishes

it all success in the execution of the important work which it has

undertaken.

Our young organization is faced with a very difficult task.

The report of the Interim Commission gives us a striking picture of

the diseases which are attacking the health of mankind and directs

our attention to the immense efforts which will be necessary in order

i

to combat these diseases and the imperative necessity of putting an

end to the centres of epidemics and creating in the different countries

economic and social conditions which will be favourable to the health

and welfare of the peoples. This task is all the more difficult

owing to the ravages caused in the occupied countries by the Fascist

invaders, who have left behind them ruins and devastation and

populations which are so weakened that they easily fall victim to

the most dangerous epidemics.

In Albania the destruction and pillage effected by the Fascist

aggressors and the privations which were endured by the people during

the struggle for liberation have favoured the propagation of

epidemics such as exanthematic typhus and abdominal typhus. Malaria

also became much more widespread and the Fascist soldiers even

introduced tropical malaria. Tuberculosis and syphilis have affected

a large part of the population and have added to the disquieting

features of the health situation. Measures for the protection of

women and childr4n were entirely non -existent and infant mortality

increased at a terrible rate.

On the morrow of the war our popular government had to face a

very grave situation, nevertheless, in a relatively short time and

with an entirely inadequate technical personnel, we were able to
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claim satisfactory result_ :n the struggle for ;the protection

of our people and the improvement of their health. The regime

of popular democracy and our planned economy are the foundations

of this success. Moreover, the experience and the concrete aid

furnished to our people by the Government of the Soviet Union in

the first place, ara by the nwezl.ay. Government, viere of very

appreciable value and I should like to take this opportunity of

publicly expressing our thanks to them.

In the Popular Republic of Albania, all the sanitary services

are nationalized and are at the 0.ispocaa bf the people,

Technical bodies, which formerly only existed in a few urban centres,

have now been distributed all over the country according to the

various needs. New groups are being trained, students are being

sent abroad, schools for nurses and midwives have been opened, and

already in the last three years we have trained 516 nurses and )0

midwives, whereas in the twenty years from 1925 to 1945, only 60

nurses had been trained. The nationalization of drug stores also

saved the people from being exploited by perEons who speculated in

the.sale of drugs. Very far -reaching sanitary and social legis-

lation, which favoured all the workers and the war invalids,

mothers and children, Ewe been put into force. The hospitals

which had been destroyed have now been reconstructed, and their

number and capacity is more than double what it was in 1938. In

1947) for the first time, maternity homes were founded in Albania,

and hygienic centres and coil ultation centres for mothers 4nd

children were established in a number of places.

The field of preventive medicine, which was formerly in its

infancy, developed a great expansion after the liberation of our

country. The systematic struggle against epidemics, the extension

of laboratories and of vaccination, were some of the first measures

to receive our attention. The public have also co- operated in

the protection of their own health. Very effective i;or.' has been
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contributed in the sphere of the protection of mothers and children

and in the campaign against malaria, tuberculosis and syphilis,

which were some of the most serious problems in the health of our

people. The malarial infection of our population, which amounted

to 50 per cent before the war, and as much as 60 per cent during the

war itself, had been reduced in 1947 to 40 per cent. Before the

war there were only 44 technical cadres engaged in connexion with

malaria. Today there are as many as 238, and in place of the two

anti - malarial dispensaries which existed before the war we have now

as many as 40. The work in connexion with tuberculosis, which began

in 1947, is now being carried on on a vast scale, and the same applies

to the campaign against hereditary syphilis. There are very few

syphilis infections, as their principal causes, prostitution and

unemployment, have disappeared from our country as a result of the

far -reaching social and economic reforms that we have undertaken.

From this short survey it will be seen that the achievements

of our Popular Government in the sphere of health are of great

importance. But our Government fully recognizes that what has

been done is far from sufficient, and that there is still a great

deal to do and a great number of difficulties to surmount in order

to ensure the health of the public. The consolidation of our

popular economy, which is no do7aloping on a solid foundation,

will make it possible to create the conditions which are indispens-

able for ensuring the health of the people and for raising the

standard of living and the culture of the working masses. But our

needs are very great and very pressing, and the World Health

Organization will certainly be able to afford us effective assistance

under those headings.

I now turn to the report of the Interim Commission. I wish

in the first place to observe that the Albanian delegation only had

cognizance of this report after the opening of the Assembly itself,

for although our Government had filed its instrument of acceptance
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as early as May 1947, it did not receive any of the necessary

documents of the Organization. The Albanian delegation never-

theless thinks it is fulfilling its duty in referring to this report

and offering some remarks upon it. The report which is before us

gives evidence of very vast activity displayed by the Interim

Commission during its two years of existence. It tells of the

manifold and complex problems which it has considered and the very

laudable ambitions which animated it in its intention to relieve

physical and mental suffering thxnughout the world. But in address-

ing itself to all these objectives simultaneously, it is our opinion

that the Interim Commission did not sufficiently direct its attention,

and its practical, technical and financial means, towards the ailla of

giving concrete and effective assistance to the peoples who are most

suffering and who have most right to the assistance of the World

Health Organization.

The Interim Commission set up for various purposes a large number

of committees, sub -committees, missions and teams which cost vast sums

of money and which, after carrying out their studies, have submitted

reports, plans and suggestions, the realization of some of which will

be very difficult. The studies and enquiries were no doubt necessary,

but the organization should beware of being too exclusive in the

direction of such studies and enquiries.

The Interim Commission maintained two separate centres, one

at New York and one at Geneva, and there was also the Pan American

Sanitary Bureau, which continues to lead a separate existence and

weakens the effectiveness and action of the Organization and involves

the expenditure of enormous sums for a superfluous administration

and staff.

The Albanian delegation considers that the Board ought to

examine these defects and take adequate measures to remedy them.

It further wishes to point out the following. The Interim

Commission has not sufficiently co- operated with the :national
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sanitary organizations; and especially it has failed to assist

them in any positive and continuous fashion. But it is precisely

through the intermediary of the national organizations that the

World Health Organization will be in a position to afford assistance

to the peoples. My own country; although it was entitled to

priority as a country which had cruelly suffered from Fascist

aggression; has not received anything at all from the Interim

O aamission. Advice and recommendations do very little to relieve

people suffering from diseases and infirmities. What we ask the

World Health Organization is that it should put at our disposal drugs

and equipment such; for instance; as the DDT solution and other means

of combating malaria; penicillin and other remedies against syphilis;

BCG vaccine; laboratory instruments, hospital equipment; funds to

enable us to procure the material possibility of training the

necessary technical personnel. Such are the real wants which

are felt, not only in Albania; but also in other small countries.

The Interim Commission has not extended its aid; in the first

place; to the countries which were ruined by the Fascist aggressor,

and it appears
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to us that it has not devoted sufficient attention to the healing of

the wounds which were left by the Fascist executioners in the bodies

of our people. It is for that reason that the Albanian delegation

warmly supports the views of the Soviet delegation, which proposed to

the Assembly a resolution on the liquidation of the effects on health

of the wax and the affording of aid to those countries 'devastated by

the Fascist occupation.

The smaller countries have not received adequate aid from the

Interim Commission, nor have the colonial countries been equitably

treated, and yet it is primarily in the latter countries, owing to

their pitiable economic and social conditions, and to the oppressive

treatment of the colonial peoples, that the foci of pestilential diseases

are able to attain their greatest activity. Could not our organiza-

tion undertake some action with a view to improving the economic and

social conditions of the colonial territories? For, if it does not,

the campaign against these diseases - and particularly against epi-

demics - will certainly fall short of the desired results.

Such arc the few observations which the Albanian delegation

desire to make on the report of the Interim Commission.

Our organization has now entered a new phase. Henceforward it

is a permanent institution and wo shall all have to act in such a way

as to respond to the high hopes placed in us. The work accomplished

by the Interim Commission, under the presidency of Dr. Stampar - to

whom we have all rendered the homage which he deserves - is a proof

that our organization can and must be able to work for the health and

the improvement of all people.

The Albanian delegation considers that the World Health Organiza-

tion should encourage and organize efforts to make new methods avail-

able to all peoples. The sane applies to experiments and to scientific

progress in the campaigns against diseases and in the protection of

health, as well as in the production of medical equipment, which at
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present is a monopoly of a four countries. I would also refer in this

connexion to the question of quinine, penicillin, streptomycin, etc.,

which appear to be regarded as strategical products by certain govern-

ments.
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In the work which lies before it the `,ïorld Health Organization

would be rendering particularly useful service to the national health

organizations of the different countries if it communicated to them

the remarkable successes which have boon achieved by socialist countries

in the sphere of health. An acquaintance with the medical organiza-

tion of the Soviet Union and their methods of therapeutics and prophy-

laxis, their measures for the care of mothers and children, their

progress and their methods of science, would be of very direct

assistance to the peoples, and would stimulate therm by making them

realize the possibility of Improved conditions in their own countries

and better protection for life and health.

Assistance and co- operation botwecn the peoples and the govern-

ments for the solution of health problems is the very foundation of

our organization. The Albanian Government highly appreciates and

supports the principle of international co- operation which, indeed,

is in conformity with the principles of the Charter of the United

Nations.

The World Health Assembly has assembled with the object of co-

ordinating the actions of all the countries in the world for the

benefit of the health of the peoples. While we are striving with so

much case to discover the most effective means of preserving and

improving popular health, those who foment war aro already preparing

plans to destroy, by means of bombs and machine -guns, the lives of

millions of our men, and of overthrowing the very foundation of our

noble and useful work. We must devote our attention to co- ordinating

our efforts with a view to consolidating our common labours and safe-

guarding the life and health of the peoples.

Our organization should also be an organization of peace. It

pursues objects which correspond to the needs and aspirations of

millions of men, who are suîforing and who desire a happy and healthy

life. It should be the duty of our organization, by its efforts and

by its decisions .and its offers of assistance, to reinforce true co-
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operation between peoples in the sphere of health because, by this

means, it will serve the cause of peace and will help to establish

collective security.

The Albanian delegation will bring its modest contribution to the

work of the World Health Assembly and will spare no effort to enable

the results of our labours to constitute a definite step towards the

amelioration of the lot of the peoples and to bring them into closer

relationship with one another.

Dr. MacCORMACK (Ireland): I must apologize before I start for

what I feel will be a rather jerky and disjointed talk. I was persuaded

at very short notice to address this Assembly and I have been unable to

provide myself with more than a few meagre headings for may speech. This

in itself will be a guarantee of brevity,

I have listened with advantage and admiration to the many able

speakers who have preceded me. It had been my firm intention to sit

out the session in the pleasant, if passive, rolo of a listener. If on

occasion my gaze has been directed towards the rostrum, I can assure

you, without committing myself too definitely, that it was not with the

intention of catching the eye of the President.

With regard to the report of the Interim Commission, I àaould like

to congratulate the. Commission not alone on their report, but on the

work which they carried out in the two years during which they acted for

this World Health Assembly. In fairness to the Interim Commission we

must realize that it was there in the role of a caretaker government.

For that reason I would not tax it on the score of not having taken a

more positive action against the spread of disease. It was scarcely a

proper function for the Interim Commission to commit this Assembly to any

major public health works. In the circumstances I think it did a good

job. In reading its report the thought crossed my mind that I certainly

could not have done bettor myself, and probably not as well, and. in the

privacy of one's own thoughts that is very high praise.
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As my next point I should like to make reference to the setting

up of regional bureaux. I think that some of the speakers who have

advocated the setting up of regional bureaux may not have given suffi-

cient thought to the difference between a bureau and services. The

setting up . of regional services is an immediate necessity, but the

setting up of regional bureaux is not. The World Health Organization

is only a ncw..born child, and, in' addressing an assembly of eminent

medical mien, I need not labour the point that one does not expect a

child to produce a family until it has reached the age of maturity.

The next point to which I should like to draw attention, and

which will be dealt with in our programme, and possibly in the

Relations Committee, is a very important one. I refer to the danger

of the overlapping of services, with the consequent dissipation of our

energies and a certain waste of time and money. We can learn from a

barnyard fowl a very useful lessen in what not to do in this respect.

A number of hens is picking around a farmyard, and one of them suddenly

gets a nice fat worm. She cannot control herself, and she emits a

loud squawk of glee. Immediately every other hen in that farmyard drops

what she is doing and chases after the lucky one who found the worm.

They chase her until they have taken it frora her, and when the next one

gets it another one chases that one, with the result that not alone

are they wasting their own time, when they could have been looking for

worms of their own, but ns one of them gets a decent portion of the

worm that was found. Now I sincerely hope that this organization will

not alloy itself to be drawn into acting like the barnyard hens.

The next point I should like to submit for the consideration of

this Assembly is a very important one, and that is the inclusion of a

representative of the nursing profession in the organization. Those

of us whose daily tasks take them into contact with field work realise

ho., essential is the nurse to the success of our work, and I have a

feeling that if we had an official representative of the nursing pro-

fession here, we should have their wholehearted co- operation in our
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endeavours to improve the services in every country and to raise the

standard of health amongst mothers and children.

With regard to our future, I gyres always more or less an incurable

optimist, and I still look forward with hope to success for this

World Health Organization. It is not without sound reason that I have

this .feeling, because I would remind the ltsaombly that it has the

inclusion of a number of countries additional to those that attended

the first meeting in Plow York, and of course it is nothing but modesty

that prevents me from adverting to the fact that the Assembly is fortu-

nate in having as full Members those countries which were only observers

at the previous meeting.
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DR. c'OLLENWEIDER (Switzerland) (Interpretation from French):

As Mr. Etter has already at our first meeting extended a welcome

to the guests on our national territory I thought it was better

that the Swiss delegation should speak only towards the end of the

discussion on the Interim Commissionts report. The reports on the

activities of the Interim Commission, especially the second part,

containing the provisional agenda, are very important documents,

of interest not only to our Assembly, but to all those concerned

with questions of health. Accordingly the delegation of Switzerland

addresses its sincere thanks not only to the Interim Commission, but

also to those who worked with it, not only for the reports which they

have presented to us, but in particular for the work which they

have accomplished up to the present time and for the activities

which we expect them to undertake in the near future.

In 19 +6 the Interim Commission entered into possession of a

very precious heritage. i;iis consisted of the legacies of the old

international organizations, such as the Pan American Sanitary

Bureau, the Office International dqHygi '6ne Publique and the Health

Organization of the League of Nations. Their activities have

been most fruitful and the best proof of that is in their prolonged

exieteace cinco their ~cation :.ac as far back as the years 1902,

1919 and 1920.

The organizations to which I have just referred lao took a

leading part in the elaboration. and anpli.cation of international

conventions, which have proved their value. When we read the

annals of these organizations wo observe that most of the questions

now mentioned in the provisional agenda and in the report of the

activities of the Interim Commission have already boon dealt with

in one form or another.



A/vn/7

page 24

There is another point that I also think important. These

former organizations possessed a remarkably qualified personnel,

both in their committees and conferences and in their central

offices. The Interim Commission did well to avail itself of the

services of this personnel, and the best proof that I could invoke

of that statement is the example of Dr. Stampar himself, who was

for a long time a delegate of the Permanent Committee of the Office

International d'Hygiéne Publique, a member of the Technical Prepa-

ratory Committee for the International Health Conference of 1946,

Chairman of the Interim Commission, add now the highly es-,.,o od

and highly qualified President of our own important Assembly.

I think that the World Health Organization night also derive

advantage from the publications of the former organizations, and

in that connexion I should like to point out that we must not lose

a sense of proportion. The multiplicity of publications, of

congresses and conferences is in my view one of the diseases of our

time, and if only from a budgetary point of view, it is necessary

for these publications to be considered in proportion to their

utility and to the success which one hopes to derive from them.

Administrative and financial questions of the World Health

Organization should not in my opinion occupy too much of our time.

Every delegation will study them from its own point of view, but

we are all agreed on one point - that the administrative apparatus

must correspond to the object.y in view, and must be as simple

as possible. Moreover, no work should be undertaken which is not

likely to produce some direct advantage for the human beings who

are suffering from sickness or infirmity, in conformity with the

Constitution of the World Health Organization,

There is another subject which every national delegation will

no doubt study more particu'.c_ ly from its own point of view. There

is a certain geographical distribution in diseases. Fortunately
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they do not appear with the same intensity in every part of the world,

and they are not, so to speak, invested with ubiquity. One cannot

expect that delegations. or their experts should work with the same

degree of intensity on every question that is under discussion.

It is no doubt from that consideration that we have derived the

idea of regional institutions - a conception which has - .car:. .

support.,

From the Swiss point of view the matters of primary interest

are tuberculosis and venereal diseases. It is for the responsible

national authorities within any country to take the necessary

,,reventive measures with a view to combating and eliminating the

diseases which particularly inflict its country and which are not

only infectious diseases. To that must be added solicitude for

the protection of the people's health by means of measures adopted

on the frontiers of different countries. These obligations are

again matters of domestic conee nand should be dealt with by

national legislation.

Turning to another question; the World Health Organization

is a technical organization. The more its work is carried on on

a high plane, and the grea.tcr the practical importance of that work,

the more it should find a corresponding echo in the different

countries and the more its proposals and recommendations should

be incorporated into the health legislation of the different countries.

The Swiss delegation desires in particular to recommend that

efforts should be devoted to the international exchange of qualified

personnels and to assistance to instructional and educational

institutions possessing an international character It also wishes

to press another point namely, that the question of the social

security of patients should form a part of the prograrle cf the

World Health Organization. After all, what is the value of the

very best diagnosis if measures are not taken to ensure that every
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sick person should receive the very best possible medical treatment ? -

whether he obtains it by his own means, or by the intervention of

the public authorities) or by social insurance. In my view the

latter system has the great advantage that the insured person is

bringing his own contribution. Just as it is part of his duty to

provide food, nourishment and clothing for his family) so he has to

provide, by means of social insurance) a financial contribution

within the limits of his power to work, a contribution which is

equally justified. I think that is the conception which best

corresponds to the notion of a useful and practical direction of

medical effort.

These very important problems will have to be resolved in one

way or another, but it is essential that citizens whose economic

position is very humble, should) together with their families, have

a legal right to medical assistance. Health, we are told, is a

state of complete physical, mental and social well- being.

In conclusion, I wish to express our most fervent wishes for

the success of this organization and for its progress in the session

which is about to commence.

2, ANNCUNCEtviENTS BY THE PRESIDENT

THE PRESIDENT: There are no more speakers this afternoon.

We will conclude our debate tomorrow in the morning or afternoon.

The following delegations have expressed their wish to address

the Assembly tomorrow; the list was concluded, as you will remember,

on Saturday: Byelorussian S.S.R., Brazil, France, Poland, Romania,

Iceland, Iran, Canada, Hungary and the Pan American Sanitary Bureau

as observer.

May I ask delegates to confine themselves mainly to constructive

criticism of the report of the Interim Commission?
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I have again to announce that any new proposals and recommendations,

such as have been outlined in several speeches, or which delegates

intend to submit later, must first be handed to the Secretariat of

the Assembly in three copies, because the document must be translated

into two working languages and multigraphed for distribution to

delegations, ;hen considered by the General Committee; and afterwards

such recommendations, resolutions or proposals will be referred to

the competent committees.

Our committees will most probably start to work.tomorrow

afternoon, particularly the Committee on Programmes and the Legal

Committee.

Immediately after the adjournment of our meeting, the General

Committee will meet in Room IX. According to our Rules of Procedure,

and the action already taken by the World Health Assembly, the

General Committee consists of the following members: the President

of the Assembly, the Vice -Presidents, the chief delegates of India,

Brazil and Egypt, the chairmen of our main committees - namely,

Programme Committee, Committee on Administration and Finance,

Relations Committee, Committee on Headquarters and Regional

Organization, and the Legal Coniiiiittee; and in addition the chief

delegates of China, France, Siam, Syria, the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics and the United States of America. These chief delegates

can delegate alternates or advisers if they wish.

We shall meet tomorrow at 10 o'clock sharp. Will you please

come very punctually? We must finish our debate tomorrow; if we

are not punctual in our work it is difficult to complete our task.

The first speaker will be the delegate from the Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republics.

The meeting is adjourned.

The General Assembly will meet at 5.30 p.m. in Room IX.

The meeting rose at 4.45 p.m.


