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Vie note in the agenda that filariasis has not yet become 

the subject of study on an international scale, with the result 

that the terminology and classification of the diseases grouped 

under this general category are subject to great divergencies^ 

We consider it desirable that the WHO should take steps to 

focus attention on this subject, to circulate all available 

information and to encourage a uniform classification. 

Doubtless the first part of this Report is true to some 

extent. There are, however, sev'eral generally recognized and 

soundly based facts concerning filarious diseases, for example, 

there are well-established facts which indicate the gravity of 

certain forms of filariasis; and to read the paragraph in question 

one almost has the impression that filariasis is, to a large 

extent, a negligible disease. Anyone who knows onchocerciasis 

could hardly be of this opinion. Those who have witnessed 

large numbers of blind people as the result of ocular lesion due 

to onchocerciasis can only be astonished that no allusion is 

made to the importance of these complaints. It should not 

be necessary to recall the fact that the filariasis caused by 

the Wuchereria bancrofti has a very considerable extension area 

stretching from the Pacific regions in the Far East to West and 

Central Africa. 

Vie should hardly like to request that an Expert Committee 

should be set up solely to investigate this subject; but we propose 

to draw the particular attention of the Executive Board to the 

importance of the question, requesting that it should give its 

practical encouragement for study and research concerning the 

prophylaxis and therapy of these diseases. 


