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LEGAL COMMITTEE 

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY THE UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION 

(1) Certain amendments proposed by the United Kingdom Delegation 

have already been circulated in document л/23} dated 29 June, 1948. 

(2) The following further suggestions are now put forward by the 

United Kingdom Delegation for consideration by the Legal Committee. 

(a) The draft provisional rules of procedure do not adequately 

deal with the conditions of associate membership. Rule 36 states 

"Representatives of Associate Members may participate in the 

meetings of the Health Assembly and its committees in conformity 

with such rights as may be accorded to them by the Health 

Assembly in pursuance of Article 8 of the Constitution" . When t-

these rights have been determined, some modification of or 

addition to the provisional rules will probably be necessary. 

In the view of the United Kingdom Delegation, such modifications 

.should be kept to the necessary minimum so that, apart from 

taking account of the more limited rights of Associate Members, 

the provisions applying to them should as far as practicable 

be the same as t hose applied to Members. 

Similarly, although Rule 92 applies to applications for 

associate membership the procedure in Rules 88-91 inclusive 

relating to applications for membership, the application of 

Rule 91 as it stands would apparently produce ambiguity. 

The best procedure would probably be an application from a 

Member to make any particular overseas territory an Associate 

Member, followed by approval by the Health Assembly under 

Artiple 8 of the Constitution. It may be convenient for the 

Rules to provide for notice of such approval to be given to the 

Member State concerned and for the Member to giye notice of 

acceptance on behalf of the Associate Member of the conditions 
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of.Associate Membership, The last step is perhaps not necessary, 

but it seems advisable to have some sort of confirmation from the 

Parent State following upon the act of approval by the Health 

Assembly. 

It is suggested that the foregoing will have to be con-

sidered by the legal committee in the light of what is decided 

by the Health Assembly about the rights and obligations of 

Associate Members, and it might be found desirable to refer 

the matter to the Executive Board. 

(b) There are several Articles of the WHO Constitution which 

will probably in.pourse of time call for Rules, of Procedure 

and which are not covered by the present Rules, viz., 

Articles 7, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 41, 42, 44, 75 and 76. 

It will be necessary that the Executive Board should at 

an early date be provided with Rules of Procedure in pursuance of 

Article 27, but otherwise it does not seem necessary for the 

relevant Rules of Procedure to be drawn up at the first Health 

Assembly.-


