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DECISION ON LOCATION OP HEADQUARTERS
The CHAIRMAN asked the Rapporteur to read the resolution

taken at the morning meeting of the committee,
Mr, HEWITSON (Union of South Africa), Rapporteur, read his
report of the morning meeting, at which the following draft
resolution had been unanimously agreed upont

"The World Health

Assembly hereby resolves that Geneva be selected as the permanent
headquarters of the World Health Organization".
Dr, TIMMEEMAN (Netherlands) referred to the statement in the
report that correspondence had already taken place between the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Executive Secretary
of the World Health Organization,
be changed to read:

"

He suggested that the text should

and the Executive Secretary of the

Interim Commission of the World Health Organization".
At the request of the Chairman, the Rapporteur explained that
correspondence was at present taking place with the United Nations
on the matter.
Dr. MANI (india) suggested that, instead of ".,,, that Geneva be
selected as...,,..", the draft resolution should read:

"

that

Geneva be made the permanent headquarters
Decision: -It was agreed that the resolution thus amended,
should be presented to the' Health Asserrfbly.
2.

DELIMITATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS
The CHAIRMAN read a statement on the delimitation of geographical

areas end the establishment of regional organizations.

The replies

received from governments to the two circular letters sent out by
the Executive Secretary showed that, although the plans submitted
differed in some details, there seemed to be general agreement on the
delimitation of geographical regions on a continental basis.
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The following regional organizations had been suggested:
one organization for the Americas, with or without the inclusion
of certain areas, such as Greenland, Iceland, etc; one or more
organizations for Europe; one or more organizations for Africa,
Alexandria being the centre of one of them, and one or more
organizations for Asia, with or without a sub-area for
Australasia. The terms Middle East, Near East, Par East and
Mediterranean countries had frequently been mentioned in some
replies»
Reference should also be made to two cablegrams received
by the Secretariat: one from Burma, supporting India's proposal
for the establishment of a regional organization in India, the
other from Afghanistan, declaring itself in favour of joining
a regional health organization in India following the proposal
to be made in the Health Assembly by India.
Sir А. МТГОАТ.ТАТ? (India) said the immediate setting-up of
regional organizations was the first step in the successful
working of the World Health Organization»

He gave several

illustrations in support of this statement.

As a medical man,

he felt that mere sanitary cordons between countries would never
be a protection for the whole world.
The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in order to move ahead, he
would now open a discussion on definite proposals for a limited
number of regional areas.

He asked for suggestions on the

formations of these areas.
Mr. SHAH (Pakistan) thought they should first be given
an opportunity to discuss the principle of whether or not it
would be desirable to establish regional organizations; they
could then consider the geographical delimitation of those regions.
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The CHAIRMAN reminded delegates that, acoording to Chapter XI,
Article

of the Constitution, the Health Assembly should from time

to time define the geographical areas in which it was desirable to
establish regional organizations»

He felt that the idea of regional

organizations was clear in the minds of delegates, hut, if they wished
to discuss it further, he would like to hear their' suggestions.
Dr. EVANG (Norway) supported the Chairman1 s point of view.

He

said they had to he guided Ъу the Constitution in that respect, reading
both paragraphs (a) and (b) of Article 44»

The first step would be

to define geographical areas and, until they had the consent of the
majority of the Members situated in an orea, they were not in a position
to establish a regional body.
The CHAIRMAN suggested the setting-up of small working parties to
discuss the different points of view and then report to the main
committee»
Dr. RAE (United Kingdom) called attention to the words "from
time to time" in Article 44, and so.id he was not clear whether it was
intended to set up a regional organisation in every region.

The

delegate of India had made an eloquent plea on the urgency of the
situation in his country, hut he was not certain that the same urgency
necessarily existed in other parts of the world.

He therefore thought

they should take cognizance of Article 44.
Dr. LEON (Mexico) suggested that time would be saved if a subcommittee were appointed to study and discuss the advisability of
creating regional organizations.

The sub-committee should report as

soon as possible to the main committee, -shore the question could be
further discussed and voted upon.

m
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Dr. .TOGBA (Liberia) supported the Nproposal of the delegate
of Mexico.

He pointed out that areas in which the same diseases

were prevalent т/ould not necessarily be on the same continent.
That fact should be borne in mind by any sub-committees set up.
'Dr. ARGUELLES (Philippines) supported the proposal of the
.v delegate of Mexico.

He thought that a regional organisation should

be established in the Philippines.
Mr. RODHAIN (Belgium) pointed out that Off.Rec.WHO, No. 10
oontained a scries of proposals.

He thought that those proposals

should be studied by the committee itself because» time would be lost
:f they wore referred to a sub-committee.
Mr. ORPHAI'IIDIS (Greece) supported the proposal of the delegate
of Moxico and suggested the establishment of a regional organization
'at Athons.
Dr. EVAKG (Norway) said that regional organizations were not so
»

necessary in some areas as in others.'

If the headquarters of the

Organization was established in Europe there would be no need for a
regional organization there, and, in the Western Hemisphere, there
already existed a sanitary bureau, which would become one of the
regional organizations of Ш Ю .

Ho suggested the establishment of

two working parties, one to consider the area or areas in Asia and
Aústralasia in which it would be d.esirable to establish a regional
organization, and the other to consider the some question with regard
to Africa and the Middle East,

r
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Dr. VINOGRADOV (USSR) agreed that a sub-committee should be set
up and suggested that it should take into consideration -the- following
points г
1.

the standard of health in the countries to be included in

the areas;
2.

the existence of any permanent foci of epidemics in such

countriesj
3.

how far the countries concerned had succeeded in overcoming

the effects on health of the war, and
4.

the efficiency of e xisting sanitary administrations and their

ability to deal with their problems*
He agreed with the Chairman that in the creation of regional
organizations the committee should not be influenced by any existing
sub-divisions.
Dr. VAUCEL (France) did not think it would be usefultо establish
two sub-committees to deal with restricted geographical areas, as
questions might arise which did not fit exactly into either of the
areas proposed by the delegate of Norway»
Mr. U BA MAUNG (Burma) supported the proposal of the delegate
of Norway and stressed the urgent neud for a regional organization in
South-East Asia.
Mr. CHOI (Korea) felt that a regional organization should be set
up in his country.
Sir A. MUDALIAR (India) supported the proposal of ohe delegate of
Norway.

He thought there should be two sub-committees, and he suggested

that the countries interested in both the areas concerned should attend
the meetings of both

-^гщтг ttego аз observers.

When the sub-committees

had come to a decision a joint meeting might be held for the benefit of
those countries interested in b oth regions.,
Mr. SHAH (Pakistan) seconded the compromise proposal of the delegate
of India„
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Views were exchanged on the advisability of establishing one or
two sub-committees*
Dr» EVANG (Norway) accepted the amendment proposed by the delegate
of India,
The CHAIRMAN suggested the establishment of three working partiesj
one for Asia and Australasia, one for Africa and the Mediterranean
area and one for the Americas.

The working parties would define the

geographical areas in which it was desirable to establish regional
organizations and would also consider in which areas the need was most
urgent*
After further discussion the CHAIRMAN put to the vote the. proposal
submitted by the delegate of Norway» '
"The Chairman is authorized to appoint two working
parties for the definition of geographical areas according
to Article 44 (a) of the Constitution, one for Asia and
Australasia and one for Africa and the Mediterranean area."
Decision:

The proposal was rèjected by 21 votes to 12.

Dr. GEâR (Union of South Africa), seconded by Dr.. TIMM3RMAN
(Netherlands), moved the adjournment.of the debate, under Rule 45,
The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote the proposal of Dr. LEON
(Mexico) that, "the Chairman be authorized to appoint a sub-committee
to study and report to this cammittee whether it is advisable actually
to establish regional organizati. ons".
Decisioni The proposal was adopted by 26 votes, with none against,

.

«

The CHAIRMA.N thought à committee of nine or ten members would be
sufficient.

He suggested that it be composed of delegates of the

following countries!

Brazil, China, Egypt, France, India, South Africa

the United Kingdom, United States of America and the USSR, along with
the delegate of Mexico, the originator of the proposal.
Dr» LEON (Mexico) insisted that it be called a sub-committee and
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not a working party, because the latter was less formal and its
discussions were not necessarily recorded in detail.

Experience

in New York had shown that it was very important to have complete
records.
The CHAIRMAN pointed out that a sub-committee would have to
include almost every country represented on the main committee.
Dr. GEAR (Union of. South Africa) again moved the adjournment
of the debate and asked for that motion to be put to the vote
immediately.
Decision: The motion for adjournment was rejected by 18 votes to 14.
The CHAIRMAN requested a statement from Dr. Calderone on the
question of whether a sub-committee or a working party should be set
up.
Dr. CALDERONE (Secretariat) said a sub-committee would be in effect
a meeting of the whole committee.

A small working party would be

able to present the problem of the main committee with less delay.
The CHAIRMAN asked the working party to meet on the following
day at 10 a.m. and report to the main committee at 2.30 p.m.
In reply to the delegate of Egypt, tvho proposed the inclusion of
Saudi Arabia in the working party, the CHAIRMAN said it was- not possible
for all regions to be represented.
Dr. HAFEZI (Iran) asked that his country should be included.
Dr. DOULL (United States of America) pointed out that these
proposals were not seconded, but suggested that the working party should
consist of eleven members.
The CHAIRMAN agreed that Iran should be included in the working
party.
The meeting rose at 5,20 p.m.

