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FIFTH REPORT OF THE LEGAL COMMITTEE 

At its sixth meeting, the Legal Committee examined the 
formal and procedural clauses^!' as amended of the Draft WHO 
Regulations No. 1 on Nomenclature with respect to diseases and 

h •>, • causes of death. 
The Legal Committee noted that the changes proposed by the 

delegation of the United Kingdom ^ had been approved by the 
Committee on Programme 'and had been incorporated in document 
A/3/Rev.l, 

With regard to Article 3, the Legal Committee proposes a 
minor drafting change incorporating the footnote in the earliest 
draft within Article 3. This Article would thus read as follows, 
§he words underlined indicating the modifications proposed» 

Article 3 

Each Member shall publish statistics of causes of death 
in respect ofj 

(a) its territory as a whole; 
(b) . principal towns; 
(c) national aggregate of urban areas (districts); 
(d) national aggregate of rural areas (districts); 

Each member shall append to the statistics referred to 
under (c) and (d) the definition of "urban" and "rural" areas, 
applied therein. • f ' 

Ф Preamble, Articles 1-3, 17-24 and the final Clause. 
Document A/3/Rev.l. 
Document A/LAO 
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For the purpose of this 'Article and of Articles 6 and 16 
"territory" designates the metropolitan (home) territory of the 
Member̂  and not dependent territories, whether protectorates, 
colonies, other outlying possessions or territories under trusteeship,. 

. • 
Articles 21 and 23 * , 

After an examination of Article 21 1 , the Legal (jonjmittee 
concluded that this article might be interpreted as limiting the right 
of a Member to make a reservation to the regulations and that it might 
not therefore be entirely consistent with Article 22 of the Constitution. 
The Legal Committee recommends that this article be deleted. In view, 
however, of the suggestion concerning procedure contained therein, the 
Legal Committee recommends that the Diredtor-General, when transmitting 
the regulations to Members, may make reservations limiting thé application 
of any part or parts of these regulations to any part .or parts of their 
territories. The Director-General might also suggest in this letter 
of transmission the desirability of prior consultation with him con-
cerning the content and form of any reservations which might be made, 

With regard to Article 23, the Legal Committee proposes the ( 

deletion of the second sentence of this Article: "Before notifying 
any reservation, a Member shall consult with the Director-Géneral with 
respect to the content and form of and reasons for the proposed 
reservation". 

This Proposal is based on the recommended deletion of Article 21, 
The attention of the Legal Committee was directed to the inter-

pretation to be given to Article 22 of the Constitution of the World 
Health Organization, which reads as follows; 

"Regulations adopted pursuant to Article 21 shall Gomé into 
force for all Members after due notice has been given of their 
adoption by the Health Assembly except for such Members as may 
notify the Director-General of reservations 
within the period stated in the notice„" 

The Legal Committee noted that a narrow interpretation of the 
Article might result in a reservation being construed as t ending towards 

Since Article 21 is to be deleted, the numeration of the subsequent 
Articles will be altered, the former Article 22 becoming Article 21 
and so on. Therefore, in Article 23 (formerly Article 24), lines 
3 and 4 delete "Articles 20, 21, 22 and 23" and substitute 
"Articles 20, 21 and 22". 
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a rejection, and concluded that this was not the interpretation 
intended. It was unanimously agreed that the regulations would 
come into force for all Members including those making reservations 
and that only those parts on which reservations had been made would 
not apply. 

The Legal Committee therefore recommends to the Assembly the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

WHEREAS under Article 21(b) of the Constitution the Health 
Assembly shall haVe authority to adopt regulations concerning nomen-
clature with respect to diseases and causes of death; 

^ THE FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY ADOPTS the regulations on 
Nomenclature as set forth in document A/3/Rev„l with the proposed 
modifications. 


