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- PAPER SUBMITTED BY ЧШ DELETION OP ТНЕ-ЛШХШ) KINGDOM 
• ON ARTICLE 8 OP THE CONSTITUTION OF WHO 

1, In the Report of. the Preparatory Meeting of the Interim • . 

Commission, it is stated that document S*63 was, referred to 

the Assembly for consideration.. This document dealt with the 

status of Associate Members. The Legal Committee, in- view of the 

important constitutional questions involved, may des ire .to—refer 

the following suggestions, to a special committee,, 

2» Not all specialized agencies of the United Nations make 

provision for Associate Members» The constitution: of the World 

Health Organization, however, provides in Articlé 8, that: 

Territories or groups of territories which are not responsible 

for the conduct of their, international relations may he 

admitted as Associate Members by the Health Assembly upon 

application made on behalf of such territory or group of 

territories by the Member or other Authority having res-

ponsibility for their international relations. Represen-

tatives of Associate Members to the Health Assembly should 

be qualified by their technical competence in the field of 

• health and should be. 'chosen from the native population. The 

nature and extent of the rights and obligations of Associate-

Members shall be determined by the Health Assembly. 

3. The, delegation'of the United .Kingdom considers this an 

important provision of the constitution, because many non-self-

governing territories are in comparatively unhealthy parts of 

the world, and the promotion of health is a major preoccupation 

of their governments and peoples. Many of their health problems 

also differ from those of the parent countiy, and it is therefore 

not always easy for the parent government to represent the views 
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of the territory concerned to the World Health Organization on 

technical matters which are of importance to these territories. 

Article 8 says that the nature and extent of the rights 

and obligations of Associate Members shall be determined by the 

Health Assembly. It is important, therefore, that these rights 

and obligations should be settled during this Assembly, for 

otherwise Associate Members will not be able to take part in the 

proceedings of the Assembly and article '8 of the constitution 

will remain ineffective until the year 1950, It is to be 

expected that пишу territories to which article 8 applies vfill 

not decide whether they desire to be Associate Members until 

they know the rights and liabilities which Associate Membership 

involves. 

5» The delegation of the United Kingdom therefore puts forward 

the following proposals. These fall under two heads: (a) the 

admission of Associate Members and (b) the rights and obligations 

of Associate Member's. 

6, As to (a) , association with the Worid Health Organization 

is a valuable privilege and should not be indiscriminately bestowed. 

It is suggested that, in considering applications, the Assembly 

should have regard to such points as the state of development of 

a territory's medical and health services and the extent to which 

representatives of that territory can contribute to the delibera-

tions of the Assembly, The association of the territory and the 

Assembly should be profitable to both parties. 

7» As to (b), it. is clear that the constitution of the World 

Health Organization attaches iupoibance to the views of territories 

to which article 8 applies or the provisions of that article would 

not have been included in the constitution. It appears also that 

the intention was that the rights and obligations of such territories 

should be something less than those of members of the organization 

or the article would have provided for admission to membership. 

The delegation of the United Kingdom thinks, however, that the 

distinction between Members and Associate Members should not be 

excessive. They propose that the representatives of such terri-

tories or groups of territories as are admitted to Associate 

Membership should be entitled to take part in the proceedings of 

the Assembly and of its Committees, but that such representatives 

should not be entitled to vote at plenary sessions of the Assembly 

or in meetings of its main committees, or to be eligible for 

representation on the Executive Board. 
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8; The delegation of the United Kingdom considers also that, 

to establish a proper feeling of responsibility, Associate Members 

should contribute to the'funds- of the World Health Organization. 

In view, however, of the fact that their rights are more restricted 

than those of Members, they feel that the contribution should not 

be on the sane scale as that required of Members» They suggest 

for consideration that the rate of contribution of an Associate 

Member should be determined by first calculating the rate at which 

territory would be assessed if it were a Member of the World Health 

Organization and then taking a fraction of the figure so calculated. 

It is suggested as a basis for discussion that the fraction should 

be 6CÇë of the rate which a Member of similar position and resources 

would pay, 

9» Similar questions will no doubt arise.under article 47 of the 

constitution in regard to membership in regional oommittees of 

territories or groups of territories which are not responsible for 

the conduct of their international relations and which-are not 

Associate Members, 

The delegation of the United Kingdom suggests that the 

position in regional committees of such territories or groups of 

territories should be analogous to that of Associate Members in 

WHO, that is, if the suggestions made above in regard to Associate 

Members of WHO are adopted, (a) representatives of such territories 

or groups of territories should be entitled to take imrt in the 

proceedings of the regional committee or of any of its committees 

but should not vote on the regional committee or its main commit-

tees, (b) if the members of the regional committee contribute towards 

the expenses of that ccomittee, the contributions of the territories 

or groups of territories concerned should be scaled down in the same 

manner as is proposed above for the contributions of Associate 

Members to the World Health Organization. 

10, The delegation of the United Kingdom consider that in 

regional committees there should be no distinction between the 

rights and obligations of Members and Associate Members of the 

World Health Organization. 


