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PAPER SUBMITTED BY THE DELEGATION' OF BELGIUM 

The Belgian Government desires to draw the attention of the 

World Health Assembly
 ;
 meeting at Geneva in June and July 1 9 ^ , to 

the necessity of reserving the funds which the WHO will devote to 

its publications to the diffusion of documents most useful to the 

attainment of its object. 

Accordingly, after examining the Bulletin recently distributed 

Ъу the WHO, the Belgian delegation makes the following recommendations: 

It is indispensable to distribute: 

1, A monthly bulletin containing: 

a) The official texts and statistics published by the various 

countries on health matters
;
 with any comments they may have 

to make; 

b) A periodical chronicle relating to medical and medico-social 

progress throughout the world; and 

c) A bibliographical digest of the prinjipal recent publications 

relating.to sciences, the subject matter of which corres-

ponds to that of the WHO. 

It should be noted that this programme conforms fairly closely 

with that of the former monthly bulletin of the Office International 

d'Hygiene Publique, which it amplifies and to wh „ch it adds a 

statement of recent international advances, 

2, A brief weekly bulletin circulated by the most rapid methods and 

furnishing recent epidemiological records established in the various 

countries of the world, and the notification of any facts relating to 

public health of which ' government departments should have knowledge 

as soon as possible. This distribution should be preceded by tele-

graphic announcements regarding pestilential diseases. 
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If these two periodicals were prepared, edited and circulated 

satisfactorily, it does not appear really advisable for the WHO 

to devote large sums to the publication of original articles, whose 

proper place/is in specialized organs which, in. large numbers, 

already divide between them the task of circulating new results and 

opinions in the field of medical science and technique, 

This final observation does not
?
 of course, refer to the reports 

prepared by Expert Committees consulted by the WHQ
0 


