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The objective of FAO is to increase food supplies and raise 

levels of nutrition throughout the world. Nutrition is of 

importance to the World Health Organization, because of its far-

reaching influence on health. Apart from this field of common 

interest, there are others, such as. rural welfare, with which both 

Organizations are closely concerned. 

The World Food Situation 
~ i 

The world food situation is slightly better than it was twelve 

months ago. While stocks of most foods are at low levels, there 

are grounds for hoping thst the intmediate postwar food crisis may 

be alleviated within a year or so, provided there are no serious and 

widespread harvest failures, It seems probable, however, that for 

a number of years ahead the world may remain in. what may be 

described as a sub—acute stage of food shortage. 

Population is increasing rapidly, in some countries more rapidly 

than food production. While the significance of population trends 

in parts of Asia has been generally recognized, less attention has 

been given to the present surprisingly high rates of population 

increase in most countries in Western Europe and in North America. 

During the year 1947, the crude birth rates in these countries were 

often from 30 to 50 per cent in excess of those for the years 

1937-39. While such high rates may be temporary, they will add 

appreciably, during the years immediately ahead, to the numbers of 

children in countries in which levels of food consumption are 

normally high, and one of the results will be an increase in the 

demands for food, particularly of foods such as milk. 

Apart from population growth, other factors may tend to 

increase world food demand. There is a prospect of continuing 

high levels of employment, resulting from government policies to 

* W O R L D H E A L T H 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 



secure them and a heavy demand for raw materials, capital goods and 

consumer goods. Further, one of the results of the advance in 

nutritional knowledge and its popularization has been that many 

governments have adopted measures to ensure a more equitable sharing 

of food supplies, particularly of those foods which have a special 

nutritional val-ле. The effect is marked to increase food consumption 

in the lower income groups. Where the national food situation 

necessitates a careful husbanding of resources, such policies can be 

carried out only through a decrease in the food consumption of the 

higher income groups. As more supplies become available, consumer • 

demand for foods such as milk, meat and eggs will increase because 

governments will strive to maintain reasonably adequate nutritional levels 

among the poorer groups in the population, while the more prosperous 

groups will desire to return to what they regard as a normal level of 

food consumption. 

It is necessary not only to maintain, but to raise, existing levels 

of food consumption and nutrition throughout the world. For these 

and other reasons, FAO is convinced of the vital need for a substantial 

and rapid increase in world food supplies. The Economic and Social 

Council of the United Nations, at a meeting in March 1948, urged m raber 

States and the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations to consider 

co-ordinated action directed towards this end, While FAO has the 

primary responsibility in this field, other Specialized Agencies, 

including WHO, are also deeply concerned. There is a growing recognition 

of the importance of food in international affairs and of the close, 

relation between the world food situation and the prospect of peace. 

Malaria 

Among the activities included in the programme of WHO is malaria 

control. It is well knovaathat, in many parts of the world, food 

production is hampered by this disease. Malaria may make tracts of 

otherwise cultivable land uninhabitable, or it may reduce the physical 

efficiency of cultivators so tha¡> they lack the energy to obtain good 

returns from the soil. In some places the organization of anti-

malarial campaigns may be the first necessary step in agricultural 

development.' FAO therefore regards the control of malaria as an 

essential part of the effort to increase food production. 

Collaboration between WHO and FAO in this field was already begun. 

A discussion between the Expert Committee on Malaria of WHO.1С and 

members of the FAO secretariat took place at the meeting of the Committee 



in Washington, D .C. , in May 1948. It is proposed that FAO should co-

operate by indicating areas in which a mass attack on malaria is most 

needed from the standpoint of agricultural and economic development, and 

by helping in.the organization and execution of economic surveys in such 

areas. The object of these surveys will be to demonstrate the effect 

of malaria control on the economic status of the population concerned, 

FAO has agreed to collaborate in these activities, within the limits 

of its resources. 

Nutrition 

The strong emphasis laid on nutrition by the Hot Springs Conference 

is reflected in the "Functions of the Organization" as laid down in the 

FAO Constitution. Relevant passages from Article I of the Constitution 

are as follows» 

"1. The Organization shall collect, analyse, interpret, 

and disseminate information relating to nutrition, 

food and agriculture. 

2. The Organization shall promote and, where appropriate, 

shall recommend national and international action with 

respect to 

(a) scientific, technological, social and economic 

research relating to nutrition, food and agricul-

ture ; , 3 -

\Ъ/ the improvement of education and administration 

relating to nutrition, food and agriculture, and 

the spread of puolic knowledge of. nutritional and 

agricultural science and practice." 

A brief account of the nutrition work of FAO may be of interest to 

the World.Health Assembly. A Nutrition Division is included in the 

Organization, the other technical divisions being Agriculture, Fisheries, 

Forestry, Economics, Statistics, and Rural Welfare. A Standing Advisory 

Committee on Nutrition, composed of well-known, nutrition workers, was 

first convened in 1946, to advise the Director-General about the nutrition 

programme of FAO. This Committee met again.in 1947, and a third 

meeting will be held in December 1948. 

Various international technical studies of subjects of importance 

in the field of nutrition have been or are being made by the Nutrition 

Division. Examples are a report entitled "Energy-Yielding Components 

of Food and Computation of Calorie Values", prepared by an expert 

committee in 1947, and a survey of methods of improving the nutritive 



value of rice and rice diets, prepared by the staff of the Division, 

Other subjects include school feeding, the methodology of diet surveys, 

physiological requirements of calories and nutrients, nutrition education 

and food technology. The general object in undertaking these studies 

is to assist governments in initiating and carrying out practical 

nutrition programmes. -, 

Mention may also be made: of activities in various regions. FAO 

has collaborated closely with UNICEF and has advised on the nutritional 

aspects of thg feeding programmes undertaken fey the latoer in Europe 

and elsewhere. In July 1946 a joint FAO/WHO.IC Committee on Child 

Nutrition to advise UNICEF was convened in Washington; this Committee 

laid down nutritional principles to guide UNICEF in its feeding opera-

tions in recipient countries, and made a series of practical recommen-

dations. A member of the staff of the Nutrition Division has recently 

visited countries in Europe to give technical advice and assistance 
J 

to UNICEF, Another member of the staff has been working in Greece in 

association with the Greek Ministry of Co-ordination, Ш 0 and UNICEF. 

A nutrition programme has been initiated in the Near East region and an 

officer from the Nutrition Division has been delegated to undertake the 

task of developing it . In February 1948, a Nutrition Committee was 

convened in Baguio, Philippines; the report of this Committee, entitled 

"The Nutrition Problems of Rice-Eating Countries in Asia", contains 

numerous recommendations to' governments and outlines a regional nutrition 

programme for FAO in East Asia. It is proposed to send a nutrition. 

expert to this region in the near future to follow up the recommenda-
i. 

tions of the Baguio Nutrition Committee. In Latin America a beginning 

is being made by the çonvening of a Nutrition Conference in Montevideo, 

Uruguay, in July 1948, 

Rural Welfare 

The Rural Welfare Division of FAO has bee* established only recently 

and is now in the process of formulating its programme. While co-

operating in other FAO activities concerned with improving the production 

and distribution of agricultural products, and raising nutritional levels 

and standards of living, it will have a special interest in education, 

housing, health, social security, community amenities and other subjects 

which have a bearing on the well-being of rural populations. 

Special attention will be given to under-developed areas in which 

needs are greatest. In such areas the expectation of life is lower, and 

the incidence of diaease greater, than in areas which are economically 



more advanced, and. they present a major challenge to those concerned • 

with rural welfare. Moreover, disease-ridden populations, with a 

comparatively short-working life, are less efficient food-producers 

than healthy populations, FAO therefore welcomes the prospect of co-

operating with 1H0 in the field of rural hygiene, 

COLLABORATION BETWEEN FAO AND WHO 

FAO is convinced of the need for co-operation, with WHO in fields . 

which are of common interest to both Organizations. Hiere has already 

been contact at various points. Reference has beên made above.to the 

discussions on the selection of areas for malaria control, ' and the 

"Joint FAOAiíKO.IC Committee on Child Nutrition to advise UNICEF". The 

meeting of the FAO Standing Advisory Committee on Nutrition in September 
i . . . . . . 

1947, and the Nutrition Comrdttee in the Philippines in February 1948, 

were attended by representatives of WHO.1С. Arrangements are being made 

for a joint study of regulations in various countries governing the import 

and sale of skimmed milk preparations. 

A number of international agencies are concerned in various ways 

with rural welfare and there is wide scope for co-operation in this 

field. WHO has been invited tó appoint a representative to the FAO 

Standing .Advisory Committee on Rural Welfare. A similar invitation' 

has been sent to the Social Commission of - the United Nations, the • 

International Labor Office and United Nations Educational, Social and 

Cultural Organization. 

On the basis of past experience, FAO considers that thoroughly 

efiective methods of co-operation between FAO and WHO can be developed 

without difficulty. Co-ordination should be based largely on contact 

between the technical expert secretariat^; such contact may often take 

the form of iriter-secretariat committees. Joint technical committees 

consisting of experts appointed by the two Organizations, as envisaged 

in the draft FAO/kYHO Agreement, -all also be of great importance. The 

establishment of a joint nutrition committee is already under considera-

tion. Co-operation should be a continuing process and become closer 

as the two Organizations develop their working programmes. 


