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In agreement with the proposal from the representative from 

the United States of America regarding maternal and child health 

(Off .Rec.WHO, 7, Annex 47), the U tí delegation believes that a 

section for maternal and child health is an indispensable part of 

WHO, the care of mothers and children being one of the foundation 

stones of world health. 

Careful consideration has been given in the United Kingdom to 

what contribution WHO could make in this sphere, and particularly 

what problems can either only be dealt with satisfactorily inter-

nationally or lend themselves to international collaboration. 

The UK delegation considers that the work of WHO in respect of 

maternal and child health could most realistically follow these 

three lines:-

1. The provision of an international service of individual study-

tours, through the medium of which experts and promising workers in 

this field might be given opportunities for study in other countries. 

The value of such fellowships has been constantly exemplified in 

the past experience of international organizations, both governmental 

and non-governmental, and it is felt that WHO would do well to devote 

a substantial amount of the sums available for maternal and child 

health to this object. 

2. The UK delegation agrees also that the greatest iaportance 

attaches to the establishment of a research and study section in 

WHO, particularly with reference to the collection and dissemination 

of information and the preparation of technical publications. 

Experience may determine in the future the desirability of con-

ducting field studies and research, as suggested in Off.Rec.WHO, 7, 

Annex 47, Section IIB. 

3. The UK delegation is in agreement with the proposal that provision 

should be made for giving assistance to governments which request 

advice regarding their maternal and child health services or future 

programmes. It feels, however, that this work will probably be shown 

by events to be of much less importance than 1 and 2. It recognizes 

that for such advice to be given, the services of experts in the 

various branches of maternal and child health should be available to 

WHO, but it considers that it is extravagant to retain such experts 

on the staff of the Secretariat when the number of requests for advice 
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from governments is quite unknown. Moreover, from a technical angle, 

it is very much more satisfactory to employ temporarily for periods 

of one, three or six months recognized experts on the matter in 

question, who are in day-to-day touch with technical work, rather 

than permanent members of the staff of the Secretariat, who are 

necessarily, by virtue of their office, largely engaged in 

administrative work. For these reasons, the UK delegation, whilst 

supporting the US proposal in principle, is strongly of the opinion 

that experts sent in response to an invitation from a government should 

be temporarily-employed recognized experts rather than members of - the 

Secretariat. 

Finally, the UK delegation agrees fully with the importance of 

developing any maternal and child health work in close co-operation 

with other divisions of WHO such as vital statistics, public-health 

administration, tuberculosis and venereal-diseases control, etc., other 

specialized agencies of the United Nations, such as FAO, ILO, 

UNESCO, the Social Commission of ECOSOC, UNICEF and with voluntary 

organizations. 


