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Amendments and Suggestions 
proposed by the United Kingdom Delegation 

1. Amendments 

Regulation 9 

The UK delegation considers that appropriations come under the 
heading of "important questions", decisions on which require a two-
thirds majority vote, in accordance with Article 6o(a) of the Con-
stitution. I t therefore suggests that "Article 60(V)" in the 
present regulation should be amended to read "Article 60(a)". A 
simple majority vote i s considered suff ic ient for committee action. 

Regulation 19 

The drafting of this regulation was l e f t to the f i r s t Health 
Assembly "after the site of the Headquarters of the Organization 
has been determined". The WHO, however, wherever i t s headquarters 
may be, w i l l have substantial regional expenditure so that, in 
practice, i t could probably f ind use for currencies other than that 
of the State in which i t has i t s headquarters. 

The UK delegation therefore suggests that an arrangement on 
the UNESCO plan should be adopted. Under this plans-

( i ) the Western Hemisphere pays i t s contributions in 
US dollars; 

( i i ) certain Sterling Area countries pay in sterling, 
which i s convertible into French francs; and 

( i i i ) the rest pay in French francs. 

A regulation on the following lines would enable members to pay 
гЬ least part of their contribution in currencies easier than 
dollars or Swiss francs : - . 

"Annual contributions and advances to the working 
capital fund shall be assessed in the currency of 
the State in which the World Health Organization 
has i t s headquarters. 
"Payment of the whole(or part) of these contribu-
tions shall be made in such currency or currencies 
as the Directors-General, in consultation with the 
Executive Board, may determine." 
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• •• • Regulation 24 

The regulation provides for ex grata payments to be brought to 
account, which, of course, is unavoidable, but the UK delegation 
feels i t should be necessary for the Director-General to obtain the 
prior approval of the Executive Board or, in cases of special urgency, 
of the Chairman of the Executive Board to any ex gratia payne nt. 

Regulation 25 

It would be preferable to require investigation into a l l cases 
of loss whether of funds or property, and to authorize the Director-
General to write o f f , i f necessary, after such investigation. The 
following wording of the regulation i s therefore suggested*-

"The Director-General shall institute or provide for fu l l 
investigation in a l l cases of loss whether of funds or 
property, and ghall take such action, including write-
of f action, as may be necessary after such investigation, 
subject to the requirements of Regulation 22(c) ." 

2. Suggestions 

No provision has been made for regulations on•the following 
matters, which were included in earlier draft regulations. The 
UK delegation proposes their inclusion in the present document. 

2.1 Action by the Health Assembly on any item in the 
accounts which i t considers improper. 

The regulation in an earlier draft read as fo l lows: -
"The Health Assembly, after examination of the financial 
report of the Director-General, the report of the Auditor, 
and the observations of the Board thereon, may disallow any 
item in the accounts which i t considers improper and direct 
the corresponding amendment of the accounts. If the Health 
Assembly disallows.any item i t shall decide what steps shall 
be taken to deal with the matter." 

2.2 Bonding. (This was included in an addendum to the. 
provisional Draft Agenda . ) 

I t can be said that with the adoption of a system 
which provides for two signatures on cheqùes or on 
authorizations for payments (see 2.4 below) bonding 
might be dispensed with, and as regards employees, 
handling money the normal routine of checking and 
accounting for day-to-day cash disbursements, which 
one would expect at TOO headquarters, should eliminate 
any great risk of fraud or loss of funds. But WHO 
wil l presumably have regional o f f i ces and agents 
throughout the world, with parhaps considerable res-
ponsibility for disbursement and handling of funds 
resting on one person. I t is in respect of these 
persons that the question of bonding becomes important. 
The regulation in an earlier draft read аз fo l lows: -

1 Now included in 12.2*1.3 Insurance (Off. Rec. WHO, 10, 42). 
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"The Director-General shall arrange for the 
appropriate bonding of every employee or agent 
of the Organization who, in the regular course 
of his employment, has the responsibility for 
the handling or disburse)®nt of funds." 

2.3 The UK delegation proposes the addition of the following 
regulationj-

"The Dirsctor-rGeneral shall report annually to the 
Health Assembly such financial rules and amendments 
thereto as he may make to implement these regulations, 
after confirmation by the Executive Board". 

2.4 The UK delegation considers that arising out of 
Regulation 22, in order to ensure the control of funds, 
and ef fect ive financial administration, the Financial 
Regulations should provide:-

(a) i f cheques are to cax'ry a facsimile signature 
of the Director-General, for the preparation before-
hand of schedules of payments, duly signed by two of a. 
panel of o f f i cers authorized to operate on the accounts, 
or, 
(b) f or the signature of at least two designated 
o f f i cers on cheques. 

In either case, a panel of o f f i cers authorized to operate 
on the accounts should be appointed. 

The actual selection of signatures i s a matter properly 
fa l l ing to the Director-General as. part of his responsibility 
f or the financial administration of 1Ш0 funds-. 

I t should be suf f ic ient to nominate a panel of four o f f i cers 
any two of whom may sign, or alternatively two o f f i c e r s qualified 
to sign as f i r s t signatories and two as second signatories. The 
o f f i c e rs appointed should ordinarily be permanent or established 
members of the staff in category I . 

Officers operating as signatories on cheques or on schedules 
of payment have a real responsibility for the regularity of the 
payments made or authorized and they should accordingly exercise 
from time to time some check on the payments authorized. A ' 
check on a percentage of cases, imposed at irregular intervals, 
should ordinarily discharge this responsibil ity, and as a rule 
i t i s undesirable to appoint o f f i cers of such high., rank that 
they cannot be expected to carry out this duty. 

.2.5 The UK delegation suggests that the Health Assembly instruct 
the Executive Board to report on the proposed Financial 
Regulations in the l ight of the f i r s t year's work. 


