
WHA24.33 Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East 

The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly, 
Bearing in mind that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security; 
Mindful of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights; 
Recalling resolutions WHA21.38, WHA22.43 and WHA23.52 on health assistance to refugees and 

displaced persons in the Middle East; 
Having considered the report of the Director-General and the annual report of the Director of Health 

of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East ( U N R W A ) ; 
Further recalling resolution 9 (XXVII) of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights; 
Noting that the Commissioner-General of U N R W A has drawn attention that any further lowering of 

the already austere provision of health services to refugees under his mandate would jeopardize the health 
of refugees and of the general public with whom they live; 

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 2672 (XXV) in which attention was drawn to 
the continuing critical financial position of U N R W A and the serious effects of this crisis on the health activities 
of U N R W A ; 



Noting further that the reports published by competent organizations reveal that the occupying authorities 
bar the distribution of medicaments by the International Committee of the Red Cross to the inhabitants of 
the occupied territories, 

1. REAFFIRMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental health of the refugees and displaced 
persons requires that they immediately be afforded to return to their homes, in accordance with the relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations; 

2 . CALLS UPON Israel to abide by the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War of 12 August 1949, which provides for essential safeguards for the protection of the physical 
and mental health of the inhabitants of the occupied territories; 

3. DRAWS THE ATTENTION that Israel's violations of basic human rights of the refugees, displaced 
persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories constitute a serious impediment to the health of the 
population of the occupied territories, a matter the continuation of which would necessitate that the Organi-
zation should consider the application of Article 7 of its Consti tution; 

4 . CALLS UPON Israel to refrain from any interference with the activities of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross in the occupied territories; 

5. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General of the World Health Organization, the Director of 
Health of U N R W A and to the specialized and other organizations that provide assistance to the refugees, 
displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East ; and 

6. REQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization: 

(a) to take all other effective measures in his power to safeguard health conditions amongst refugees, 
displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East ; 
(b) to continue and to strengthen his co-operation with the International Committee of the Red Cross 
to provide material and human aid to the population of the occupied territories; 
(c) to submit a comprehensive report to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly on the conditions 
of physical and mental health of the population of the occupied territories; 
0d) to bring this resolution to the attention of all governmental and non-governmental organizations 
concerned. 
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