
WHA23.60 Human Environment 

The Twenty-third World Health^Assembly, 

Recalling the principles enunciated in the Constitution, including the definition of health; 

Recalling resolution 2581 (XXIV) of the United Nations General Assembly, which invites the specialized 
agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency and the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science 
and Technology to Development to collaborate closely with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 
the preparations for the Conference in Stockholm in 1972 and to assist, as appropriate, in the work of the 
Preparatory Committee ； 

Recalling further the responsibility of the Organization to promote, in co-operation with other specialized 
agencies where necessary, the improvement of the various aspects of environmental health ； 

Recognizing that the World Health Organization should continue its leading role in the prevention and 
control of environmental factors adversely affecting human health; 

Recalling further Article 1 of the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Health Organi-
zation, which provides: “ The United Nations recognizes the World Health Organization as the specialized 
agency responsible for taking such action as may be appropriate under its Constitution for the accomplishment 
of the objectives set forth therein，，； 

Recalling as well Article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Health Organi-
zation, which provides for full co-operation between WHO and the United Nations; and 

Bearing in mind resolution WHA22.57 concerning the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment to be held in 1972, 

1. EXPRESSES its growing concern that the consequences of factors in the environment are adversely affecting 
the conditions of human health; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to develop, and submit to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly, 
a long-term programme for environmental health including, in so far as may be found practicable, a pro-
gramme for a worldwide system of surveillance and monitoring in close collaboration with national and 
international efforts, determination of priorities of programmes in environmental sanitation within the 
Second United Nations Development Decade, and also for establishing a code of environmental health, 
together with the financial implications to WHO of such a programme; and 

3. EXPRESSES the wish that in this respect due consideration should be given to the effect of water, soil, food 
and air pollution, noise and other environmental factors harmful to human health, and to the need for the 
establishment of environmental health criteria, guidelines for preventive measures, and methods of determin-
ing priorities and allocating resources based on health problems and needs in both developing and developed 
countries. 
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