
EB55.R19 Safe use of pesticides : classification of pesticides according to hazard 

The Executive Board, 

Recalling its resolution EB52.R11 in which the Director-General was requested “ to take steps to develop 
a tentative classification of pesticides which would distinguish between the more and less hazardous forms 
of each pesticide “ and to submit this for comment to national and international agencies ； 

Having considered the proposal for a WHO tentative classification of pesticides by hazard ； 

Noting that the proposal has been circulated to Member States and international agencies and that the 
proposal constitutes a useful basis for classification and could be immediately used by national authorities 
as a basis for action in the control of pesticides ； and 

Recognizing that the classification will be developed further and that adjustments may need to be made 
in view of the properties of a particular pesticide and of experience in its use, 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to present the classification, as described in the proposal, to the Twenty-
eighth World Health Assembly ； 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly that it adopt the following resolution: 

“ The Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly, 

“ Having considered the proposal for a classification of pesticides by hazard ； 

“ Noting that the proposal has been circulated by the Director-General to Member States and inter-
national agencies ； and 

“ Recognizing that the classification may be further developed in consultation with Member States, 
international agencies and regional bodies, 

“ 1. ADOPTS the proposal and recommends the use of the classification to Member States, international 
agencies and regional bodies; 

“ 2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to develop the classification and to report progress to A 
future session of the Executive Board; 

“ 3. REQUESTS any Member State to inform the Director-General whenever it considers that an adjust-
ment should be made to the classification in respect of a particular pesticide, and the reasons therefor; 

“ 4. REQUESTS the Director-General to circulate the information received to all Member States. ” 

Handb. Res., Vol. II, 1.8.10 Fifteenth meeting, 27 January 1975 


