
EB55.R16 Promotion of national health services 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on promotion of national health services ； 

Bearing in mind that a large proportion of the population, particularly in rural areas of developing 
countries, has no, or insufficient, access to health services ； 

Reiterating the necessity of expanding efficient and effective comprehensive health care pursuant to 
resolutions WHA23.61 and WHA27.44; 

Considering further that, without prejudice to the promotion of the training of physicians and of other 
health service personnel, priority attention should be given to primary health care at the community level 
as part of a comprehensive health service system including preventive, curative, promotive and rehabilitative 
services for the entire population of countries, 

1. THANKS the Director-General for his report and requests him to develop A programme of activities 
in the field of primary health care, including identifying the primary health care activities best suited to 
populations in developing countries, evolving methods of promoting such activities in the community, plan-
ning and implementing the training of primary health care workers, coordinating and participating in technical 
and financial measures for the establishment and improvement of primary health care at the country level, 
and evaluating and reporting on major efforts to develop primary health care systems ； 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to consult Member countries and relevant agencies in order to obtain 
assistance in the development of an expanded long-term programme for primary health care, including the 
technical as well as financial aspects, with the aim of having a plan, action on which should be launched as 
soon as possible; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to prepare a further report for presentation to the Twenty-eighth World 
Health Assembly in the light of (a) the presentations to and discussions at the fifty-fifth session of the Executive 
Board, (b) his consultations referred to in paragraph 2, and (c) the conclusions of a meeting of an ad hoc 
group of the Executive Board ； 



4. CONSIDERS that in view of the importance and urgency of the promotion of national health services, 
particularly primary health care, the World Health Assembly may wish, at an appropriate stage, to undertake 
a review of the experiences of health services of various countries in providing primary health care as well 
as of the principles and progress of the programme of the World Health Organization in this field. 
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