
EB49.R47 Review of the organizational study on medical literature services to Members 
The Executive Board, 
Recalling resolutions WHA23.26 and WHA24.37 by which the World Health Assembly requested 

the Executive Board to study medical literature services to Members ； 
Having considered the report of the working group to which the Board, at its forty-seventh session, 

had entrusted the detailed examination of the matter; 
1. TRANSMITS to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly the organizational study on “ Medical literature 
services to Members "；1 



2. INVITES the attention of the Assembly to the findings of the study; and 
3. RECOMMENDS to the Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly that it adopt the following resolution : 

“ The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, 
“ Having examined the report of the Executive Board on its organizational study “ Medical 

literature services to Members "； 
“ Noting that the study was carried out on the basis of the replies by Member States to a ques-

tionnaire, 
“ 1. EXPRESSES its belief that the World Health Organization should assume A leading role in the develop-
ment, co-ordination, and improvement of biomedical communications, particularly in those fields of 
major concern to national health services and to international co-operation in the field of health ； 

“ 2. REQUESTS the Director-General to examine the conclusions that emerged f rom the study and from 
the discussions of the Board at its forty-ninth session with particular attention to the following: 

(1) the need to give more prominence in the publications programme to the social and be-
havioural sciences and to the economic aspects of health； 
(2) ways and means of improving both the free distribution and the sales of W H O scientific and 
technical publications; 
(3) the need for a feasibility study on whether the Organization should prepare and publish 
medical textbooks; 
(4) the importance of an improvement in medical library services for the effective use of published 
biomedical information, and particularly the development of regional medical libraries; 
(5) the necessity for a study by an international group of experts of the role of W H O in relation 
to modern problems of biomedical communications ； and 

“ 3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report thereon to a later session of the Executive Board and 
a subsequent World Health Assembly. 
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