
EB7.R47 Relations with Non-Governmental Organizations 
I. New Applications 

The Executive Board 
DECIDES 
(1) To establish official relations with the following organizations on the basis of the criteria 
laid down in Official Records Nos. 25, page 65, and 28, page 67 : 

(a) the International Association of Microbiologists ; 
(b) the International Society for the Welfare of Cripples ; 
(c) the International Paediatric Association ; 

(2) Not to establish official relations with : 
(a) the International Union of Family Organizations, since this organization does not have 
a strictly medical scientific character but is mainly concerned with social problems. However, 
working relations should be established whenever possible, as W H O is interested in the aims 
of the organization ; 
(b) the International Ling Gymnastic Federation, because this organization covers only part 
of the question of physical training ; 
(c) the Association for Parodontopathic Research since it covers only part—though a highly 
specialized part—of the field of stomatology, and WHO is already in official relationship with 
the International Dental Federation with whom ARPA are in contact ; 
(d) the World Organization for Early Childhood Education, for the same reasons as under 
2 (a) above. Excellent working relations have already been established with this organization 
and should be continued and developed ; 

(3) To postpone discussions on the Sovereign and Military Order of Malta in order to allow time 
for the members of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations further to consider 
the application at their leisure, as it was presented too late for study before the meeting, and because 
of the complexity of the problem, and also in order to allow the Secretariat to obtain additional 
information and to find a more concrete form for its presentation. 

II. Reconsideration of Former Applications 
The Executive Board 
DECIDES 
(1) To establish official relations with the Central Council for Health Education, and with the 
American College of Chest Physicians on the basis of section (vi) of the criteria ; 
(2) To postpone consideration in the following cases : 

(a) International Committee on Military Medicine and Pharmacy—until the ninth session of 
the Executive Board, pending the report to the Congress of Military Medicine and Pharmacy 
in June 1951 of the committee set up by the last Congress in 1949 to consider the possible 
relationship of the Congress, or its international committee, with other international organi-
zations ; 
(b) International Committee of Catholic Associations of Nurses and Medico-Social Workers 
—until a later session, while taking note of the first two paragraphs of the letter from the com-
mittee of 3 January 1951, 2 9 since the Executive Board, for practical reasons, considers it desirable 



to have only one association in any particular field of medicine in official relationship, and in 
the hope that this non-governmental organization may further consider affiliation with the 
International Council of Nurses which is already in relationship, and which has agreed to bring 
the question to the notice of its Board of Governors at its next meeting in August 1951 ; 
(c) International College of Surgeons—pending further clarification as to (i) whether this 
organization represents the colleges of surgeons of the countries listed in its summary of informa-
tion, or individual members of those countries, (ii) the form of organization of its branch or 
regional headquarters, (iii) the answer to question 5 of the questionnaire, and (iv) the meaning 
of the words "Chapters and representatives " in the answer to question 6 of the questionnaire. 

III. Possible Establishment of Second Category of Relationship 
The Executive Board, 
Considering that there are certain non-governmental organizations whose primary interests lie out-

side the health field and yet which might be of considerable usefulness to WHO in the accomplishment 
of its functions, 

REQUESTS the Director-General to study the possibility of establishing some form of relationship 
with these organizations. 

IV. Co-operation of Non-Governmental Organizations 
The Executive Board, 
Having reviewed the progress report of the work of WHO in collaboration with non-governmental 

organizations, 
EXPRESSES its satisfaction at the development of co-operation with those organizations at present in 

official relationship. , , , , , , . „, T (Adopted at the eleventh meeting, 31 January 1951 ) 


