
EB6.R29 Expert Committee on the Unification of Pharmacopoeias : Report on Sixth Session 
The Executive Board 

1. NOTES the report on the proceedings of the sixth session of the Expert Committee on the Unification 
of Pharmacopeias,3 4 and 



2. AUTHORIZES its publication ; 
3 . REQUESTS the Director-General to send to Member States a questionnaire on the lines recommended by 
the expert committee, in order to obtain general information which would be of service to governments, 
pharmacopoeial authorities and drug administrations in the various countries ; 
4 . RECOMMENDS 

(1) that national pharmacopoeial authorities or other bodies dealing with the establishment of non-
proprietary names in the different countries should indicate to WHO new drugs which might be 
described in the Pharmacopoea Intemationalis and for which a non-proprietary name should be given 
for national and international use ; 
(2) that national pharmacopoeial authorities, national public-health administrations, or national drug 
administrations or similar bodies, invite manufacturers and research laboratories to indicate to them, 
or with the concurrence of the first named authorities direct to WHO, new drugs mentioned in para-
graph (1) above, these indications being sent to WHO with or without suggestions for names ; 
(3) that members of the committee be invited to submit similar indications direct to WHO ; 
(4) that a sub-committee of three members of the expert committee be set up to decide in collaboration 
with WHO on the name to be selected ; 
(5) that names decided upon be then communicated by WHO to its Member States, to members of the 
committee, and to the authorities mentioned in paragraph (2) above, with the recommendation that they 
should be adopted for national use, in accordance with the procedure set forth in the recommendation 
adopted by the Third World Health Assembly ; 3 5 

(6) that when there is an objection to the adoption of the name decided upon—if, for instance, the pro-
posed name or a closely similar name is already registered as a trade-mark in a country—a name as 
similar as possible to the name decided upon and respecting the general principles for a system of inter-
national non-proprietary names be adopted. 

(Adopted at the eighth meeting, 8 June 1950) 


