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DECISION 
 

FCTC/COP5(20) Role of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties to the 
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling its decision FCTC/COP4(24), Review of the role of the Bureau of the Conference of 
the Parties; 

Taking note of document FCTC/COP/5/25, Process for appointment of the Head of the 
Convention Secretariat; 

Recalling also the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of the Parties, in particular Rules 6, 9, 
19, as well as Rules 21–24 concerning the Officers of the Conference of the Parties; 

Having considered the proposals contained in document FCTC/COP/5/24 and acknowledging 
the need to clarify the role and functions of the Bureau, in particular those between sessions of 
the COP, 

1. DECIDES that the functions of the Bureau shall include the following in addition to those 
described in Rules 6, 9, 19 and 21–24 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of the Parties, and 
in line with the relevant decisions of the COP: 

(a) to make recommendations to the Director-General of WHO regarding the appointment of 
the Head of the Secretariat, and undertake the performance evaluation on matters related 
to delivery of treaty and technical activities for possible renewal of the Head of the 
Secretariat’s term of office, in accordance with arrangements that may be decided by the 
COP; 

(b) to facilitate the process for nominations to subsidiary bodies of the COP; 

(c) to provide guidance to the Convention Secretariat on implementation of the workplans 
and budgets adopted by the COP; 
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(d) to provide guidance to the Secretariat, as necessary, in the preparation of reports, 
recommendations and draft decisions to be submitted to the COP; 

(e) to propose the date and venue of sessions of the COP and its subsidiary bodies; 

(f) to review the applications of nongovernmental organizations that apply for the status of 
observer to the COP and make recommendations in that regard to the COP; 

(g) to provide other guidance to the Secretariat as requested by the COP; 

2. FURTHER DECIDES that the functions described in paragraph 1 above shall be carried out 
within the budget allocated to the work of the Bureau in the biennial workplans and budgets adopted 
by the COP; 

3. REQUESTS the members of the Bureau to liaise and consult with the Parties of their respective 
regions between the sessions of the COP with a view to informing the work of the Bureau and keeping 
Parties informed of the Bureau’s work; 

4. REQUESTS the Secretariat to prepare formal agendas, papers, summary records and minutes of 
intersessional meetings of the Bureau, to be published on a protected website in a timely way so that 
Parties have the opportunity to provide input to the work of the Bureau; 

5. ENCOURAGES Parties to actively participate in the intersessional consultations to enhance the 
work of the COP; 

6. CALLS UPON the Parties to give due consideration to the process for nomination of the 
members of the Bureau by their respective regional groups, in line with Rule 21 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Conference of the Parties, in order to ensure that the nominations by the regional 
groups can be finalized before the opening of the regular session of the Conference of the Parties at 
which the Bureau shall be elected. 

 
(Fourth plenary meeting, 17 November 2012) 
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