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Your Excellency, Deputy Prime Minister, Honourable ministers, Excellencies, Dr Samlee, 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen, 

It is my pleasant duty to welcome you, on behalf of Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General of the 
World Health Organization, to the second session of the Conference of the Parties to the WHO 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

For us in WHO, this is a historic occasion. This is the first time since late 1960s that a global 
WHO Governing Bodies meeting has been held outside Geneva. As you can imagine, the hotels and 
restaurants in Geneva are not happy with us! But we are happy and grateful to the Government of 
Thailand for agreeing to host such a meeting, with all the joy and headaches it brings. 

In many ways, it is very fitting that this Conference is taking place here in Bangkok. For over 
the past two decades, Thailand has been a leader and an inspiration in many areas of tobacco  
control – ranging from the use of excise tax to fund health promotion through the Thai Health 
Promotion Foundation, to the early use of large, graphic and effective warning labels on tobacco 
packages and a ban on point of sale tobacco advertising. Thailand has not only talked the talk, it has 
also walked the walk. We are all proud of Thailand. 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, we have cause for celebration. When I was growing up as a 
young man – this was many years ago – smoking was very fashionable. Almost all the film stars and 
celebrities I knew smoked. In the language of today, we would say smoking was “cool”. The ashtray 
was part of the furniture, in homes, offices and all public places, even in cars. The situation today is 
very different. Now, in many parts of the world, smoking is no longer fashionable. Smoke-free 
environments are spreading. Ashtrays are disappearing and people are no longer proud to say 
“I smoke”. 

This has not come about through an accident. It has been a painful journey for all of us. Allow 
me, therefore to salute you and all who have been a part of the unprecedented effort to stop this 
globalized epidemic. 

Last week, when I mentioned to a friend of mine who used to smoke that I would be attending 
this Conference, he was surprised, because he said “I thought the battle had been won. Now it is 
accepted that smoking is bad, and smoking is going down. Why do you continue to persecute and 
prosecute the tobacco industry?” For a moment I thought he had been paid by the tobacco industry. 
(By the way, that does not work for WHO!). I am very sure he is not alone in thinking that way. 
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Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, today our greatest enemy in the fight against tobacco is not 
the tobacco industry, it is complacency. The progress we have made is not irreversible. 

It is true that now there are 146 Parties to the Framework Convention and two more States will 
become Parties in the next few months, but it is also true that laws on the books are not laws on the 
street. 

It is true that the concept of smoke-free environment is catching on but it is also true that 
millions of children remain exposed to second-hand tobacco smoke at home. Workers in small and 
medium-sized enterprises are exposed at work.  

In far too many countries, taxes are still too low to have any impact on reducing tobacco 
consumption. Too many smokers in developing countries especially are still not receiving advice they 
need about how to quit nor are they able to access cessation products at affordable prices. 

The implications of this conspiracy of continued exposure to second-hand tobacco smoke and 
the slow pace of progress in raising tobacco prices and taxes mean that projections of more than 
8 million tobacco-related deaths a year by 2030 remain on track to become a tragedy and a costly 
one – costly for families and economies. 

As we heard from our President, to make the progress we have made irreversible, we need to do 
more, and I shall echo some of what he said in respect to what we need to do in addition to making 
smoking unfashionable. One, we must make smoking objectionable. Two, we must regulate tobacco 
products. And three, we must make tobacco production unprofitable.  

Let me explain. When someone decides to smoke, he or she has not only taken a conscious 
decision to kill him or herself, but also taken a conscious or unconscious decision to kill others 
through second-hand smoke. That is why we need to make smoking objectionable. 

We regulate medicines, even though their primary intention is to restore health. Medicines are 
regulated because what can cure you can also kill you. And yet, we do not regulate tobacco products 
whose proven effect for half of the people who use them is death. I am sure future generations will not 
understand us and will not forgive us. The fight against tobacco use will not succeed as long as the 
tobacco industry remains a profitable industry. 

It is for these reasons that the discussions scheduled for this Conference are very crucial. 
Protection from exposure to tobacco smoke, tobacco product regulation, stopping illicit trade, banning 
cross-border advertising, promotion and sponsorship and identifying alternative crops to tobacco, 
these are central to our fight. 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, you have over the years shown exceptional leadership and 
courage. But the battle is not yet won. We need your perseverance and we need more partnerships. 

It is in light of this that we in WHO particularly welcome the increasing efforts of different 
partners to ensure that we scale up implementation efforts at country level. 

I have no doubt that you will have a very animated and passionate discussion over the next few 
days. 
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But I just wish to leave you with a little plea. And my little plea is as you debate on protocols, 
guidelines and templates, action must increase on the ground. 

The Framework Convention on Tobacco Control provides enough clear evidence-based 
guidance on what countries can and should do now. Please do not wait. JUST DO IT! 

Once again, on behalf of the World Health Organization, I wish you all success during this 
Conference. 

Kob-koon krap.  
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