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Statements by nongovernmental organizations

1. In order to respect the time scheduled for closure of the third session of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Body, several nongovernmental organizations that had been invited by the Chair to make
a statement at the third plenary meeting agreed not to intervene on the understanding that their
statements would subsequently be distributed.1

2. Accordingly, the Annex contains the statements of the following nongovernmental
organizations:

Commonwealth Medical Association
Consumers International
Infact
Soroptomist International and the Medical Women’s International Association

which, exceptionally, are being issued as a document of the Negotiating Body.

                                                     
1 See document A/FCTC/INB3/PL/SR/3.
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ANNEX

COMMONWEALTH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Like all nongovernmental organizations, we have been observers in this process, so I hope you
will find it appropriate if we make a few observations on the progress made during the third session of
the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body and the road ahead.

A major accomplishment of the past week has been the creation of a text which makes clearer
the options which are available to the citizenry of the world through their governments to reduce the
death and disease caused by tobacco. Just as the options are clearer, so too are other choices that the
members of this Intergovernmental Negotiating Body can make.

There are choices for future sessions of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body:

• Nations could choose to agree to reach for higher standards of tobacco control or they could
set their current policies as a ceiling beyond which they will not budge.

• Nations could choose to agree to a strong framework convention that will endure as the “gold
standard” of public health protection, or they can settle for the lowest common denominator
that will leave a legacy of disease.

• Nations could choose to make the framework convention a trade-proof tobacco treaty, or they
could opt for a tobacco-friendly treaty that is subordinate to trade.

• Nations could choose to protect each other’s citizens from cross-border advertising and cross-
border smuggling, or they could take a beggar-thy-neighbour approach and refuse to clamp
down on these activities.

• Developed nations could choose to build solidarity with developing countries by agreeing to
the strong effective measures proposed by the majority of countries from the south, or they
could exacerbate the divide between the tobacco-selling north and the new markets of the
south.

There are choices that governments can make right now:

• There are many measures that nations can choose now to create domestic laws and measures
in anticipation of a strong framework convention, or they can wait even longer to protect their
citizens from tobacco.

• Wealthy nations can choose now to be generous to those in need and expand the “means at
disposal and capabilities” of developing nations, or they can save their money and watch
global tobacco use increase.

Every day that goes by, another 11 000 people die from tobacco, and between now and the
opening plenary of the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body, another 1.3 million
people will have died – prematurely and preventably – from tobacco use.
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The world does not need to wait for a signed and ratified framework convention to control
tobacco. Much can be done now to pave the way for the treaty through the adoption of strong domestic
tobacco control measures, meaningful assistance from wealthy to poorer countries and sincere
collaboration with civil society.

We look forward to hearing of such progress at the opening of the fourth session of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Body.
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CONSUMERS INTERNATIONAL

Consumers International thanks the Chair for allowing it to express its views on the Chair’s text.
The framework convention on tobacco control has the potential of being a powerful tool in the field of
public health. A strong convention will be able to curb the increasing problem of tobacco consumption
worldwide. In order to be a powerful tool, it is crucial that the convention adopts proven tobacco
control measures.

Consumers International calls for a prohibition of all forms of direct and indirect tobacco
advertising, promotion, sponsorship and band stretching, which is necessary to promote public health.
A ban on tobacco advertising and promotion should cover all sections of society. Consumers
International objects strongly to any ban only targeting persons under the age of 18, as such an
approach is ineffective and not enforceable.

Consumers’ rights to safety and to be informed are greatly compromised by the tobacco
industries’ refusal to disclose the health risks of tobacco consumption. Consumers must be provided
with accurate information to make informed choices. Consumers International calls for appropriate
health warnings on cigarette packets. Warnings should be picture-based with the text in black and
white covering at least 50% of the top and front of the package. Any warning should be appropriate to
the culture of a country.

Terms such as “low tar” or “mild” should not be allowed, as they only serve to suggest that
consumers can reduce their exposure to harmful smoke constituents by switching brands of cigarettes.
There is no convincing evidence that switching to “lights” results in a meaningful reduction in disease
risks.

Consumers International also calls for every tobacco manufacturer, exporter or importer of
tobacco products to be made liable for any harm done by its products and activities. Liability should
not be imposed on tobacco farmers. It is important that countries adopt a full range of measures,
including legal mechanisms, to ensure that tobacco corporations are held accountable for the harm
their products cause. Any collective action for the harm caused should not prejudice an individual
from obtaining independent redress.

The increase in tobacco consumption in developing countries seriously interferes with the right
to fulfilment of basic needs. Families suffer when scarce resources are used for purchasing tobacco
instead of essentials like food. Tobacco use serves to increase poverty levels, and steps must be taken
to protect the poor and disadvantaged consumers.

It is also important that public health interest take precedence over commercial interest. In order
for the framework convention not to be undermined by international trade agreements, measures
should be taken to ensure that this convention prevails over any other trade agreement. The framework
convention is a global solution to a global problem. It is crucial that there is a strong convention in
place that upholds consumers’ rights and interests.
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Infact

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these remarks on behalf of Infact. As the third round of
negotiations draws to a close, we find cause for encouragement in the working text emerging from this
meeting. The strength of the options on the table reflects the commitment of many States to an
effective treaty as well as the work done by several regions to develop and advocate ground-breaking
positions.

As a corporate accountability organization working with 75 other nongovernmental
organizations in the Network for Accountability of Tobacco Transnationals, Infact’s concerns about
the draft framework convention centre around five key issues.

Protect the framework convention and national public health policy from tobacco industry
interference. With leadership from the African region, Switzerland and Palau, the articles on
general obligations, surveillance and reporting have been strengthened in this area. The ultimate
success of the convention will depend on systematic monitoring and exposure of the political
activities of tobacco transnationals, and a sustained global resolve to prevent these corporations
and their allies from meddling in public health policy and education programmes.

End promotion of tobacco. Tobacco transnationals like Philip Morris, British-American
Tobacco and Japan Tobacco, addict new customers through aggressive advertising, promotion
and sponsorship. So we are disappointed that negotiations on this topic have not been
transparent – closed until the final hours to nongovernmental organizations with extensive
expertise to offer.

Prioritize tobacco control measures to protect public health over other international
agreements. The African and South-East Asia regions, along with the European Community,
are helping to establish the principle that normal trade practices do not apply to a product that
kills four million people a year.

Hold tobacco transnationals financially accountable for the harm caused by their
products. The Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of several States of the Eastern Mediterranean
region and Norway have made a compelling case that the framework convention should ensure
that all people harmed by tobacco have the ability to pursue damages, and facilitate the
disclosure of information obtained through legal proceedings.

Provide financial assistance to developing countries. Funding is required for economic
conversion to socially valuable and environmentally sustainable alternatives, and for
implementation and enforcement of effective tobacco control measures. Resources are
particularly necessary to counter the lobbying, voluntary standards, threats and misleading
information put forth by tobacco transnationals.

No single country can overcome the power and wealth of giant tobacco transnationals. The
world cannot afford the social and economic devastation of the epidemic to come. Through the
framework convention, the home countries and the target countries of tobacco corporations must unite
to curb this deadly business. People around the world are counting on our governments to demonstrate
the leadership, political will, and motivation to move negotiations forward swiftly and transparently
towards the strongest possible treaty.
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SOROPTOMIST INTERNATIONAL AND THE MEDICAL WOMEN’S
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

I am here on behalf of Soroptomist International and the Medical Women’s International
Association to support the passage of a strong framework convention on tobacco control. We are
aware of the attempts by the tobacco industry to market feminine images, to sell tobacco products as
glamorous and seductive. Girls all over the world as young as 10 years of age are starting to smoke,
trying to be more modern and grown up. If we forbid them to smoke and impose social tradition and
cultural taboos, this will only backfire. Women’s liberation is not about imitating men who use
tobacco, but about being liberated from dependence and addiction. And that means tobacco control
must always seek to empower women and girls, first.

We believe that the framework convention can be a rallying point to help mobilize women and
girls’ leadership, which is a key to its success. But first, gender issues need to be mainstreamed into
the whole convention process. As it stands, the treaty appears to be gender-blind, and that oversight
must be corrected. For example, women suffer most from the ill-effects of second-hand smoke, but
they are disempowered from speaking up. Also, poor women, particularly in developing countries,
have less household money available for food due to men’s addiction, but their needs are seldom
recognized. We commend the governments of Sweden, Norway, Indonesia, South Africa, and
Ecuador, which have spoken in support of women’s concerns. The question is how can the treaty
reflect this?

Let us be clear on one point. Women are not members of a “vulnerable group”. We object
strongly to a term implying that women are weak and helpless. We urge delegates to use “special risk
groups”, instead. Yes, women have special needs, but bear in mind that they are also among the
dedicated members and heads of delegation at this meeting. Some women are the presidents who will
sign the framework convention and millions of volunteers in nongovernmental organizations at the
national level are women.

We support the inclusion of women in a definition of “special risks groups”, but that is not
enough. In addition, a gender perspective should be highlighted in the Preamble and Guiding
principles, because these would apply to all provisions and be critical references in their interpretation.
I draw your attention to a draft Preamble prepared by a coalition of women’s groups in dialogue with
nongovernmental organizations and some governments, which consolidates regional
intergovernmental documents such as the New Delhi, Jakarta, Johannesburg, Thimpu and Hong Kong
Declarations, as well as nongovernmental organization documents. We support this text as a working
draft for this critical section of the treaty.
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