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]Research is one of the 
corner-stones for the 
development o f 
effective health care 
policy. Equally impor-

tant is the training and manpower 
development needed to carry out that 
research. WHO has always emphasised 
research and training, and these prin
ciples are clearly developed in the two 
interdependent objectives of the 
UN DP/ World 
Bank/ WHO 
Special Pro
gramme fo r 
Research and 
Training in 
Tropical 
Diseases 
(TOR): 

achievements. In this last decade of 
the century, we see ever more clearly 
that the development of technology is, 
by itself, rarely sufficient. What we 
learn in the shape of new technology 
has to be applied in the field to 
control difficult and dangerous 
diseases that strike in an almost 
infinitely varying environment of eco
logical cond itions , economic 
potentials and political realities. It is 

- research 
and develop- o 
ment to obtain ~ 
new and im
proved tools 
for the control 
of major tropi
cal diseases; 

Collecting larvae of the malaria-carrying 
anopheles mosquito for subsequent 
laboratory examination. 

for this reason 
that WHO is 
intensifying its 
efforts to con
trol these tro
pical diseases, 
by strengthen
ing countries' 
capability to 
apply the ef
fective tools 
which have re
sulte d from 
the research 
carried out 
under the 
auspices of the 

- strengthening of the research 
capabilities of endemic countries. 

Through a global network of partici
pating institutions and scientists, TOR 
is promoting the development of an 
impressive catalogue of new and 
improved tools for diagnosis, preven
tion, patient care, treatment and con
trol in relation to its target diseases -
malaria, schistosomiasis, filariasis , 
trypanosomiasis, leishmaniasis and 
leprosy. The Programme's globally 
coordinated research and research 
training activities - and their positive 
results - make us confident that we 
can improve our capability for con
trolling these diseases and provide 
real relief from suffering to those 
afflicted. It is heartening, too, to 
record that these are achievements of 
a "special programme" that does not 
operate independently of the rest of 
WHO but is thoroughly integrated with 
its other relevant programmes. 

However, the TOR Programme 
cannot rest on the laurels of its past 
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Special Programme. 
To have realistic hopes of achieving 

sustainable results, we must realis
tically assess the total environment of 
the communities we seek to protect. 
This implies new challenges in terms 
of diagnosis, epidemiology, planning 
and evaluation. And, of course, 
nothing can be achieved without the 
full and active cooperation of our 
international partners and the com
munity we serve. All this gives added 
importance to technical develop
ments, to social and economic 
research, to field support and coop
eration with national governments, 
and to communications. 

TOR has an important place in 
WHO's work. It provides a mature 
example of international cooperation 
from which much can be learnt. This 
issue of World Health describes some 
aspects of its activities, and explains 
why we can have every confidence in 
its continued success in the future. • 
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