
Working with UNDRO 
NDRO, the Office of the 
UN Disaster Relief Coordi
nator, has for many years 
cooperated closely with 
WHO in order to ensure 

that the respective efforts of the two 
bodies in disaster management are 
mutually compatible and comple
mentary. Their joint involvement in 
advance planning for disasters has 
contributed to a better understanding 
of the health aspects of natural dis
asters. 

When a disaster strikes, UNDRO dis
seminates information on the scope of 
the catastrophe, as well as on 
immediate emergency relief require
ments, to several hundred members of 
the international disaster management 
community. Whenever medical needs 
are among the assistance required - as 
it usually is - UNDRO first clears the 
data on such requirements either with 
WHO or with PAHO (the Pan American 
Health Organization, WHO's Regional 
Office of the Americas). 

In the disaster-stricken country itself, 
UNDRO delegates collaborate with 

Mr M'Hamad Essaali (right) convenes 
an inter-agency meeting in Teheran to 
discuss emergency relief work after the 
Iran earthquake of June 1990. 
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WHO/ PAHO colleagues on the inter
agency teams which meet to plan 
coordinated action. The advice of WHO 
experts, as well as the organization's 
material assistance in responding to 
major catastrophes, have been invalu
able in helping to alleviate the suffering 
of the victims. 

Mr M'Hamad Essaafi is 
Under-Secretary- General of 
the UN and Coord inator of the 
Geneva-based Office of Dis
aster Relief. 

The case of the aftermath of the 
severe earthquake which struck Iran 
on 21 June 1990 is a typical example 
of the close cooperation which exists 
between WHO and UNDRO at the 
working level during the emergency 
phase following a major disaster. From 
the first day after the earthquake, and 
throughout the emergency phase, 
which lasted some two weeks, the 
country representative of WHO collabo
rated closely with the UNDRO/ UNDP 
Resident Representative in Iran, as well 
as with UNDRO staff sent to the country 
from Geneva headquarters. 

This inter-agency cooperation led to 
a consensus on the types and quanti
ties of external relief goods and 

services needed, including those for 
health care, with the result that the 
information on those requirements 
disseminated by the different agencies 
remained consistent. WHO experts pro
vided specialised information on 
medical and sanitation needs, on the 
number and nature of injuries 
sustained by victims, and on require
ments for external assistance for those 
receiving treatment in hospitals. 

The United Nations International 
Emergency Network, UNIENET, de
veloped and managed by UNDRO, is 
another outstanding example of close 
cooperation between UNDRO and 
WHO, as well as PAHO. This electronic 
network, using the latest in advanced 
communications technology, provides 
the worldwide disaster management 
community with instant access to both 
operational and background informa
tion on disasters. "Bulletin Boards" of 
information are updated on a regular 
basis in order to keep them always 
current. 

Cooperation on disaster mitigation 
programmes is just as important as 
disaster response. A prime example of 
this is the Pan-Caribbean Disaster 
Preparedness and Prevention Project 
(PCDPPP), initiated in 1981, which is 
managed by UNDRO and carried out in 
collaboration with PAHO/ WHO, as well 
as the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (LRCS). 

Its initiatives include training person
nel in the latest disaster management 
techniques, and technical assistance 
projects such as surveys of vulnerable 
areas, starting national disaster pre
paredness offices, and improving 
emergency telecommunications sys
tems. More recent PCDPPP activities 
have focused on hazard mapping 
programmes in risk areas, increasing 
public awareness measures, and setting 
up a regional disaster information 
centre. 

UNDRO recently mounted a consul
tancy mission to the South Pacific, to 
survey the preparedness requirements 
of several island countries in that 
region. The UNDRO consultants 
discussed the health aspects of disaster 
mitigation planning with the WHO rep
resentatives in the countries visited, 
and will consequently take these all-
important health aspects into 
account. • 
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