
 

 

Regional Committee for Europe 
72nd session 

 

Tel Aviv, Israel, 12–14 September 2022 

EUR/RC72/2 (annotated) 
Provisional agenda item 1(c) 

11 September 2022 | 220660 ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 
 

Provisional annotated programme 

Tel Aviv, Israel, 12–14 September 2022 

Monday, 12 September 2022 
Opening and global and regional updates from WHO1 

06:30–07:30 Walk the Talk (physical exercise)2 

08:30–09:003 Welcome and high-level segment with invited dignitaries 

Under the patronage of H.E Mr Isaac Herzog, President of Israel, host of the 72nd 
session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe (RC72), the session will be 
opened with an artistic moment to remind participants of the importance of health 
as a driver for people’s well-being, social cohesion and international peace. Some 
Heads of State from the WHO European Region and other high-level guests will 
address the Regional Committee, reaffirming their political commitment to health 
and solidarity. 

09:00–10:00 Opening of the session 

• Election of officers 

• Adoption of special rules and procedures 

• Adoption of the provisional interactive agenda, provisional programme 
and provisional annotated programme 

• Report of the Twenty-ninth Standing Committee of the Regional 
Committee for Europe (SCRC) 

The outgoing President of RC71, will open the proceedings and conduct the election 
of the officers of RC72: the President, Executive President, Deputy Executive 
President and Rapporteur. The Regional Committee is then invited to adopt special 
rules and procedures to accommodate the hybrid format of the session, followed 
by the adoption of the provisional agenda (interactive), provisional programme 
and provisional annotated programme of the session. The Chairperson of the 
Twenty-ninth Standing Committee of the Regional Committee for Europe (SCRC) 
will present its consolidated report (including the report of the fourth regular 

 
1 RC72 political day. 
2 For those participating in RC72 in person. 
3 All times are Israeli Daylight Time (IDT – CEST+1, UTC+3). 
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session of the Twenty-ninth SCRC, held on 9 September 2022), after which the 
Regional Committee will be invited to adopt a related draft resolution. 

10:00–10:30 Address by the WHO Director-General 

The WHO Director-General will highlight current key challenges in global health and 
inform the Regional Committee about WHO’s responses to them. He will also touch 
on the five main priorities for WHO ‘s future work as presented at the start of his 
second term as Director-General in May 2022. 

10:30–11:00 Address by and report of the WHO Regional Director for Europe 

The Regional Director will talk about the “new normal”, drawing on the lessons 
learned since the Regional Committee’s last session in the WHO European Region 
and beyond. His address will consist of three parts: current health emergencies in 
the WHO European Region, including the war in Ukraine and the three declared 
public health emergencies of international concern (the COVID-19 pandemic, 
monkeypox outbreak and international spread of poliovirus); the mid-way results of 
the European Programme of Work, 2020–2025 – “United Action for Better Health in 
Europe” (EPW); and future priorities for EPW implementation. The Regional 
Committee is invited to review the work of WHO/Europe in 2021–2022, as presented 
in the Regional Director’s report. 

11:00–11:30 Healthy break 

11:30–13:00 General discussion: the state of health in the WHO European Region 

Following the Director-General’s and Regional Director’s addresses, a general 
debate will be held on both addresses jointly, assessing the state of health in the 
WHO European Region. Since various issues addressed in the Regional Director’s 
report may be discussed further at later points in the programme, the Regional 
Committee will be invited to adopt the related draft resolution at the end of its 
72nd session. 

13:00–14:00 Lunch 

13:00–15:00 Parallel session:4 
Health Systems in Action 
Insights (jointly 
organized with the 
European Observatory 
on Health Systems and 
Policies) 

Parallel session: 
Global Health for Peace 
Initiative 

Ministerial lunch:5 Access to 
effective, novel, high-priced 
medicines and the Oslo 
Medicines Initiative  

15:00–15:15 Keynote by Professor Roger D. Kornberg, Stanford University and 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Professor Kornberg’s ground-breaking research on RNA transcription, for which he 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2006, was critical for the development 
of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines. To start the afternoon sitting, Professor Kornberg will 
reflect on some of the topics on the agenda of RC72, such as access to medicines, 
vaccine solidarity, digital health, precision medicine and, more broadly, the 
importance of scientific evidence for policy-making. 

  

 
4 For more information on the parallel sessions and ministerial lunches, please consult the WHO Europe’s website. 
5 Invitation only – no virtual connection. 



EUR/RC72/2 (annotated)  page 3 

 

15:15–16:45 Regional digital health action plan for the WHO European Region  

2023–2030 

The EPW established the Empowerment through Digital Health flagship initiative, 
which prioritizes digital health as a promising accelerator of health systems 
transformation. Based on an overview of the status of digital health in the European 
Region, the Regional Committee will consider a new regional action plan, setting out 
how WHO/Europe can support Member States in operationalizing the WHO Global 
strategy on digital health 2020–2025. The Regional Committee will be invited to 
adopt a related draft resolution. 

16:45–17:00 Short break 

17:00–18:30 European regional action framework for behavioural and cultural 

insights for health 2022–2027 

The EPW established the Healthier behaviours: incorporating behavioural and cultural 
insights flagship initiative, which aims to help build a culture of health in which 
everyone is enabled to make healthy choices in their daily lives and in the way they use 
health services. The Regional Committee will consider the proposed action framework 
to lead efforts, enhance evidence and provide technical guidance to countries in this 
field. The Regional Committee will be invited to adopt a related draft resolution.  

19:30–22:00 Reception hosted by the Minister of Health, Israel 

 

Tuesday, 13 September 2022 
Update on technical priorities of countries and partners6 

06:30–07:30 Walk the Talk (physical exercise)7 

08:00–09:00 Parallel session: Investment for health: the well-
being economy 

Parallel session: Building 
urban futures better 

09:00–10:30 Achieving the highest attainable standard of health for persons 

with disabilities 

In view of the WHO global report on health equity for persons with disabilities, 
which is expected to be published in December 2022 pursuant to resolution 
WHA74.8, the Regional Committee will consider a European framework for action to 
promote the health and well-being of persons with disabilities, of all ages and across 
all contexts, also through establishing disability-inclusive health systems. The 
Regional Committee will be invited to adopt a related draft resolution. 

International sign language interpretation and captioning will be provided. 

10:30–11:00 Healthy break 

11:00–12:30 Strengthening health emergency preparedness, response and resilience: 

learning the lessons and building back better 

This session will focus on the ongoing health emergencies in the WHO European 
Region, including the COVID-19 pandemic, the multicountry monkeypox outbreak 
and the health emergency in Ukraine, and the response by WHO. The Regional 
Committee will be invited to consider plans for starting a regional consultative 

 
6 RC72 technical day. 
7 For those participating in RC72 in person. 
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process for the development of a new strategy to strengthen health emergency 
preparedness, response and resilience in the Region, after the current action plan 
expires in 2023. This process will be informed by: the lessons learned from these 
emergencies; the recommendations of the relevant review committees, including the 
report of the Pan-European Commission on Health and Sustainable Development 
“Rethinking policy priorities in the light of pandemics”; and the outcome of the various 
processes to strengthen the global architecture for health emergency preparedness, 
response and resilience, including the work of the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Body (INB), which will be discussed in more detail in a parallel session held during the 
lunch break immediately after this discussion, facilitated by the INB co-chairs.  

12:30–14:00 Lunch 

12:30–14:00 Parallel session: 
Post-COVID-19 
condition (Long 
COVID) 

Parallel session: The 
Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Body to draft and negotiate a 
WHO convention, agreement or 
other international instrument 
on pandemic prevention, 
preparedness and response 

Ministerial lunch:8 Setting 
the course towards ending 
tuberculosis, AIDS and 
eliminating the epidemics of 
viral hepatitis and sexually 
transmitted infections 

14:00–15:30 Regional action plans for ending AIDS and the epidemics of viral 

hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections 2022–2030; and 

tuberculosis 2023–2030 

To operationalize the global health sector strategies on, HIV, viral hepatitis and 
sexually transmitted infections, which were noted by the 75th World Health 
Assembly, the Regional Committee will consider regional action plans for ending AIDS 
and the epidemics of viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections 2022–2030. 
Similarly, a tuberculosis action plan for the WHO European Region 2023–2030 will 
be considered to support Member States in reaching the targets of the global End TB 
Strategy. The Regional Committee is invited to endorse these action plans through 
the adoption of a draft resolution and a draft decision, respectively. 

15:30–16:00 Healthy break 

16:00–17:00 Roadmap to accelerate the elimination of cervical cancer as a public 

health problem in the WHO European Region 2022–2030 

Following the launch in 2020 of the Global strategy to accelerate the elimination of 
cervical cancer as a public health problem, the Regional Committee will consider a 
roadmap to ensure its implementation in the WHO European Region and 
contextualize its priority actions to regional specificities. The Regional Committee is 
invited to adopt a related draft resolution. 

17:00–18:00 European framework for action on alcohol 2022–2025 

Following the adoption by the 75th World Health Assembly of the Action Plan 
(2022–2030) to effectively implement the Global strategy to reduce the harmful use 
of alcohol as a public health priority, the Regional Committee will consider a new 
European framework containing priority actions to effectively reduce harms due to 
alcohol consumption. To this effect, the Regional Committee is invited to adopt a 
related draft decision. 

19:30–22:00 Reception hosted by the Regional Director 

 
8 Invitation only – no virtual connection. 
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Wednesday, 14 September 2022 
Governance matters and closure9 

06:30–07:30 Walk the Talk (physical exercise)10 

08:00–09:00 Parallel session: Healthy ageing for all in 
Europe and leaving no one behind 

Parallel session: Tackling childhood 
overweight and obesity in the WHO 
European Region 

09:00–10:30 Private meeting: elections and nominations 

• Nomination of two members of the Executive Board 

• Election of four members of the SCRC 

• Election of one member of the Joint Coordinating Board of the Special 
Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases 

• Nomination of two Executive Board members for the Standing Committee 
on Health Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response 

In a private meeting, Member States will consider the nominations received for 
future membership of WHO governing bodies and committees. As well as the 
vacancies contained in the membership document, the Regional Committee will be 
invited to nominate two European members of the Executive Board for the Standing 
Committee on Health Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response, which 
was established through decision EB151(2). It will also consider the process for 
nominating elective posts for the Seventy-sixth World Health Assembly and for the 
Executive Board, at its 153rd session in 2023. 

The outcomes of the private meeting will be announced in the subsequent plenary 
sitting. 

10:30–11:00 Healthy break 

11:00–12:30 Delivering United Action for Better Health – a strategy for collaboration 

between the WHO Regional Office for Europe and Member States of the 

WHO European Region 

Following up on the request made by RC71, a new strategy will be considered to 
strengthen collaboration between the WHO Regional Office for Europe and its 53 
Member States with a view to enhancing country-level impact. The Regional 
Committee will be invited to adopt a related draft resolution. 

12:30–14:00 Lunch 

12:30–14:00 Parallel session: Personalized Genomic 
Medicine Approach for Improving Health 

Parallel session: Launching the Regional 
Report; “Health and Care Workforce in 
Europe: Time to act” 

14:00–15:00 Budget matters 

• Programme budget 2020–2021 results report 

• Programme budget 2022–2023 (revised): regional plan for implementation 
(addendum) 

 
9 RC72 governance day. 
10 For those participating in RC72 in person. 
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• Proposed high-level Programme budget 2024–2025 for WHO Regional 
Committee for Europe consultations 

Following the approval of the revised Programme budget 2022–2023 by the 75th 
World Health Assembly, the Regional Committee will consider an addendum to the 
related regional plan for implementation of the Programme budget that was 
submitted to RC71. It will also be invited to reflect on the process for developing a 
proposed Programme budget 2024–2025, including the input from the WHO 
European Region in view of the 152nd session of the Executive Board and the role of 
the Agile Member State Task Group on strengthening WHO budgetary, 
programmatic and financing governance. Member States will also be informed 
about the final assessment of the regional implementation of the Programme 
budget 2020–2021. 

15:00–15:45 Implementation of resolution EUR/RCSS/R1 

Resolution EUR/RCSS/R1 was adopted at a special session of the Regional 
Committee that was convened on 10 May 2022 under Rule 5 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Regional Committee. In follow-up to the first briefing given at the 
third regular session of the Twenty-ninth SCRC, held on 8 June 2022 as an open 
session for all Member States in the Region, the Regional Director will update the 
Regional Committee on resolution implementation, including communicating the 
resolution to the World Health Assembly in May 2022, temporarily suspending 
regional meetings in the Russian Federation and safeguarding the technical 
cooperation and assistance provided by the WHO European Office for the Prevention 
and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases.  

15:45–16:00 Short break 

16:00–16:30 Progress reports 

The Regional Committee is invited to note the following progress reports: 

Pillar 1. One billion more people benefitting from universal health coverage 

• HIV response in the WHO European Region (final) (EUR/RC66/R9) 

• Viral hepatitis response in the WHO European Region (final) 
(EUR/RC66/R10) 

• Noncommunicable diseases (EUR/RC66/R11) 

• Refugee and migrant health (final) (EUR/RC66/R6) 

• Sexual and reproductive health (final) (EUR/RC66/R7) 

Pillar 3. One billion more people enjoying better health and well-being 

• Physical activity strategy (EUR/RC65/R3) 

• Tobacco control (EUR/RC65/R4) 

• Environment and health (EUR/RC67/R4) 

Pillar 4. More effective and efficient WHO providing better support to countries 

• Audit and compliance 

Delegations are advised to contribute through written statements. Whenever 
applicable, the progress reports will also be considered in the discussion on other 
related agenda items. 
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16:30–17:00 Matters arising from resolutions and decisions of the World Health 

Assembly and the Executive Board 

The Regional Committee is invited to consider the implications for the WHO 
European Region of the technical resolutions and decisions that were adopted by 
the Seventy-fifth World Health Assembly and the Executive Board at its 151st 
session, and provide any input to feed into the discussions at global level. The link 
between the Executive Board and the SCRC will deliver a statement on this topic. 

Delegations are advised to contribute through written statements. Whenever 
applicable, these topics will also be considered in the discussion on other related 
agenda items. 

17:00–17:30 Engagement with non-State actors: accreditation and triennial review of 

regional non-State actors not in official relations with WHO to attend 

meetings of the Regional Committee 

The Regional Committee will consider the application of four new non-State actors 
(NSAs) not in official relations with WHO, to be accredited to attend the sessions of 
the Regional Committee. In addition, it will review the status of six NSAs that were 
accredited at RC69. The Regional Committee is invited to adopt a related draft decision. 

Delegations are advised to contribute through written statements.  

17:30–18:00 Confirmation of dates and places of regular sessions of the Regional 

Committee in 2023–2025 

The Regional Committee is invited to consider possible dates and venues of session 
of the Regional Committee for Europe for the period 2023–2025 and adopt a related 
draft resolution. 

Other matters 

The Regional Committee is invited to adopt the resolution related to the report of 
the WHO Regional Director for Europe, as presented on the first day of the session.  

Closure of the session 

The President of RC72 will close the session. 

=   =   = 


