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This reporting form should be used by the facility when reporting the identification, destruction or 
retention of poliovirus infectious or potentially infectious material, or poliovirus nucleic acid to their 
National Poliovirus Containment Coordinator (NPCC), National Certification Committee for Poliomyelitis 
Eradication (NCC), National Task Force for containment (NTF) or responsible national authority, e.g. 
Ministry of Health (MoH) or equivalent. 

Please complete ALL sections of this form. 

NOTE: A facility is defined1 as any site (e.g. laboratory, repository or vaccine production unit) owned or 
operated by any level of government, academic institution, corporation, company, partnership, society, 
association, firm, sole proprietorship or other legal entity. 

This form was revised to reflect the Global Commission for the Certification of the Eradication of 
Poliomyelitis (GCC) declaration of eradication of wild poliovirus type 3 (WPV3) of October 2019.2 

This form is completed and submitted for: 

Name of the facility: 

Address: 

Country: 

Date of submission: 

Reporting period: 

I am aware that two of three wild poliovirus types have now 
been declared eradicated and require containment.  Yes  No 

I understand that inventories for poliovirus infectious or 
potentially infectious material must be repeated as the 
classification of samples may change when new eradication3 
steps are achieved  

 Yes  No 

I have read the Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize 
risks for facilities collecting, handling or storing materials 
potentially infectious for polioviruses, second edition and I am 
applying it to provide the information requested in this form. 

 Yes  No  N/A 

I have completed ALL sections in this form. 
 Yes  No 

If no, please explain:4 

1 See Containment Certification Scheme to support the WHO Global Action Plan for Poliovirus Containment (GAPIII–CCS). 
Geneva: World Health Organization; 2017. 
2 Global Commission for the Certification of the Eradication of Poliomyelitis. Report from the Twentieth Meeting of the Global 
Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication, Geneva, 17-18 October 2019. Geneva: World Health Organization; 
2019. 
3 Declaration of global eradication of WPV3 in October 2019. 
4 For example, data on the retention of oral polio vaccine type 1 (OPV1)/Sabin1, oral polio vaccine type 3 (OPV3)/Sabin3 and 
bivalent oral polio vaccine (bOPV) will only be collected after the last use of bOPV and monovalent oral polio vaccine type 1 
(mOPV1)/monovalent oral polio vaccine type 3 (mOPV3). 
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Name, designation and affiliation of the person completing this form: 

Name:       

Designation:        

Affiliation:       

Address:       

Country:       

Email:       

Telephone n°:       

Signature:       

Date:       

 

Name, designation and affiliation of the person approving this report (i.e. Director of the facility):  

Name:       

Designation:        

Affiliation:       

Address:       

Country:       

Email:       

Telephone n°:       

Signature:       

Date:       

 

Please submit this completed form and any relevant attachments to: 

Name:       

Designation: 
 NPCC  NTF Chair  Other 

If other, please specify:       

Email:       

Mailing address:       

Telephone n°:       

Date of submission:       
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WPV/VDPV infectious material 
NOTE: Wild poliovirus (WPV)/vaccine-derived poliovirus (VDPV) infectious material include clinical 
materials from confirmed infections; environmental sewage or water samples that have tested positive 
for the presence of these viruses; cell culture isolates and reference strains of these viruses; seed stocks 
and infectious materials from inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) production; infected animals or samples 
from such animals, including human poliovirus receptor transgenic mice; derivatives produced in the 
laboratory that have capsid sequences from WPVs, unless demonstrably proven to be safer than Sabin 
strains; cells persistently infected with poliovirus strains whose capsid sequences are derived from WPV; 
as described in the WHO Global Action Plan to minimize poliovirus facility-associated risk after type-
specific eradication of wild polioviruses and sequential cessation of oral polio vaccine use (GAPIII). 

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from WPV/VDPV infectious material using methods 
demonstrated to inactivate poliovirus, or synthesized RNA or complementary DNA (cDNA) can be 
handled outside of poliovirus containment under the condition that these materials will not be 
introduced into poliovirus-permissive cells or animals with or without a transfection reagent, except 
under appropriate containment conditions as described in GAPIII.  

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from WPV/VDPV infectious material, or synthesized RNA or 
cDNA can be used to recreate viral particles and is considered WPV/VDPV potentially infectious 
material. The retention of these holdings must be declared to the responsible national authority (e.g. 
MoH) in the national poliovirus survey and accurate inventories maintained. 
 
Following GAPIII, I conclude that: 

 The facility does not retain any WPV/VDPV infectious material, as follows (please check all that 
apply): 

 

WPV/VDPV 
infectious 
material 

WPV/VDPV infectious material 
 

Have never been 
possessed 
(tick box if 
applicable) 

Were destroyed 
on_________ 

(please indicate 
the latest date as 

dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were inactivated 
using a method 

known to 
inactivate 
poliovirus 

on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were transferred 
to a poliovirus-
essential facility 
on__________ 
(please indicate 
the PEF and the 

latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

1. WPV1/VDPV15                       

 
5 The collection of data on the identification and retention of wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1)/vaccine-derived poliovirus type 1 
(VDPV1) infectious or potentially infectious material has started. Please ensure that complete data for WPV1/VDPV1 infectious 
or potentially infectious material are provided before the global declaration of WPV eradication. However, as the use of bOPV 
and/or mOPV1 will continue beyond the global eradication of WPV, VDPV1 are expected to continue to circulate, and the 
collection of data on VDPV1 infectious or potentially infectious material will only be completed after the last use of bOPV 
and/or mOPV1. 
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WPV/VDPV 
infectious 
material 

WPV/VDPV infectious material 
 

Have never been 
possessed 
(tick box if 
applicable) 

Were destroyed 
on_________ 

(please indicate 
the latest date as 

dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were inactivated 
using a method 

known to 
inactivate 
poliovirus 

on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were transferred 
to a poliovirus-
essential facility 
on__________ 
(please indicate 
the PEF and the 

latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

2. WPV2/VDPV26                       

3. WPV3/VDPV37                       

 

 The facility retains WPV/VDPV infectious material, as follows: 

 WPV/VDPV 
infectious 
material 

WPV/VDPV infectious material is retained 
(please briefly describe the rationale) 

1. WPV1/VDPV1        

2. WPV2/VDPV2        

3. WPV3/VDPV3        

The retention of WPV/VDPV infectious material is subject to the approval of the responsible national 
authority (e.g. MoH) and to the facility’s implementation of containment requirements described in 
GAPIII, assessed and certified by the national authority for containment (NAC) and the GCC, following 
the Containment Certification Scheme to support the WHO Global Action Plan for Poliovirus 
Containment (CCS). 

WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material 
NOTE: WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material include faecal, respiratory tract or concentrated 
sewage samples collected for any purpose in a time and geographic area of WPV/VDPV circulation, 
identified as potentially infectious material following the Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize 
risks for facilities collecting, handling or storing materials potentially infectious for polioviruses, second 
edition and its associated Web Annex A: Country- and area-specific poliovirus data; products of such 
materials from poliovirus-permissive cells or animals; uncharacterized enterovirus-like cell culture 
isolates from countries known or suspected to have circulating WPV/VDPV at the time of collection; 
respiratory and enteric stocks handled under conditions where poliovirus contamination or replication 
is possible; as described in GAPIII.  

NOTE: Dates indicating the circulation of different poliovirus types and strains overlap. For this reason, 
it may now no longer be possible to specify the virus type and strain potentially present in any given 
sample without appropriate testing. Several poliovirus types may be present in the same sample. In 

 
6 Wild poliovirus type 2 (WPV2) was declared eradicated in September 2015. Please provide complete data on the identification 
and retention of WPV2/vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (VDPV2) infectious material. In countries that experienced VDPV2 
circulation and the use of monovalent oral polio vaccine type 2 (mOPV2) for outbreak response purposes after the switch from 
trivalent oral polio vaccine (tOPV) to bOPV, the collection of data on VDPV2 infectious material will only be completed after the 
last use of mOPV2.  
7 WPV3 was declared eradicated in October 2019. Please provide complete data on the identification and retention of 
WPV3/vaccine-derived poliovirus type 3 (VDPV3) infectious material. As the use of bOPV and/or mOPV3 will continue beyond 
the global eradication of WPV, VDPV3 are expected to continue to circulate, and the collection of data on VDPV3 infectious or 
potentially infectious material will only be completed after the last use of bOPV and/or mOPV3. 
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such cases, facilities are requested to implement the containment requirements applying to the 
poliovirus presenting the highest risk. 

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material using methods 
demonstrated to inactivate poliovirus, or synthesized RNA or cDNA can be handled outside of poliovirus 
containment under the condition that these materials will not be introduced into poliovirus-permissive 
cells or animals with or without a transfection reagent, except under appropriate containment 
conditions as described in GAPIII. 

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material, or synthesized 
RNA or cDNA can be used to recreate viral particles and is considered WPV/VDPV potentially infectious 
material. The retention of these holdings must be declared to the responsible national authority (e.g. 
MoH) in the national poliovirus survey and accurate inventories maintained. 
 
Following the Guidance Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize risks for facilities collecting, 
handling or storing materials potentially infectious for polioviruses, second edition, I conclude that: 

 The facility does not retain any WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material, as follows (please check 
all that apply): 

 

WPV/VDPV 
potentially 
infectious 
material 

WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material 
 

Have never been 
possessed 
(tick box if 
applicable) 

Were destroyed 
on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were inactivated 
using a method 

known to 
inactivate 
poliovirus 

on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were transferred 
to a poliovirus-
essential facility 
on___________ 
(please indicate 
the PEF and the 

latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

1. WPV/VDPV8                       

2. WPV1/VDPV1                       

3. WPV2/VDPV29                       

4. WPV3/VDPV310                       

5. poliovirus 
nucleic acid         N/A N/A 

 

 The facility retains WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material, as follows: 

 WPV/VDPV 
potentially 
infectious 
material 

WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material is retained 
(please briefly describe the rationale) 

1. WPV/VDPV8        

 
8 Please use this row if the specific serotype of poliovirus is not known. 
9 In countries that experienced VDPV2 circulation and the use of mOPV2 for outbreak response purposes after the switch from 
tOPV to bOPV, the collection of data on VDPV2 potentially infectious material will only be completed after the last use of 
mOPV2. 
10 As the use of bOPV and/or mOPV3 will continue beyond the global eradication of WPV, VDPV3 are expected to continue to 
circulate, and the collection of data on VDPV3 infectious or potentially infectious material will only be completed after the last 
use of bOPV and/or mOPV3. 
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 WPV/VDPV 
potentially 
infectious 
material 

WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material is retained 
(please briefly describe the rationale) 

2. WPV1/VDPV1        

3. WPV2/VDPV29        

4. WPV3/VDPV310        

5. poliovirus 
nucleic acid        

 
The retention of WPV/VDPV potentially infectious material (except for poliovirus nucleic acid that must 
only be declared) is subject to the approval of the responsible national authority (e.g. MoH) and to the 
facility’s implementation of containment requirements described in GAPIII, assessed and certified by the 
NAC and the GCC, following the CCS. Recommendations for the safe retention and handling of poliovirus 
nucleic acid are provided in the Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize risks for facilities 
collecting, handling or storing materials potentially infectious for polioviruses, second edition.   
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OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material 
NOTE: Oral polio vaccine (OPV)/novel oral polio vaccine (nOPV)/Sabin infectious material include OPVs; 
cell culture isolates and reference strains of these viruses; seed stocks and infectious materials from 
OPV or Sabin-IPV production; environmental sewage or water samples that have tested positive for the 
presence of OPV/nOPV/Sabin strains; faecal or respiratory secretion samples from recent OPV 
recipients; infected animals or samples from such animals; derivatives that have capsid sequences from 
OPV/nOPV/Sabin strains; cells persistently infected with poliovirus strains whose capsid sequences are 
derived from OPV/nOPV/Sabin strains; as described in GAPIII. 

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material using methods 
demonstrated to inactivate poliovirus, or synthesized RNA or cDNA can be handled outside of poliovirus 
containment under the condition that these materials will not be introduced into poliovirus-permissive 
cells or animals with or without a transfection reagent, except under appropriate containment 
conditions as described in GAPIII. 

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially infectious material, or 
synthesized RNA or cDNA can be used to recreate viral particles and is considered OPV/nOPV/Sabin 
potentially infectious material. The retention of these holdings must be declared to the responsible 
national authority (e.g. Ministry of Health) in the national poliovirus survey and accurate inventories 
maintained. 

 
Following GAPIII, I conclude that: 

 The facility does not retain any OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material, as follows (please check all that 
apply): 

 

OPV/nOPV/Sabin 
infectious material 

OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material 
 

Have never 
been 

possessed 
(tick box if 
applicable) 

Were destroyed 
on__________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were inactivated 
using a method 

known to 
inactivate 
poliovirus 

on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy 

Were transferred 
to a poliovirus-
essential facility 
on___________ 
(please indicate 
the PEF and the 

latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

1. OPV1/Sabin111                       

2. OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin212                       

 
11 The collection of data on the identification and retention of OPV1//Sabin1 infectious or potentially infectious material has 
started. However, as the use of bOPV and/or mOPV1 will continue beyond the global eradication of WPV, Sabin1 strains are 
expected to continue to circulate, and the collection of data on OPV1/Sabin1 infectious or potentially infectious material will 
only be completed after the last use of bOPV and/or mOPV1. 
12 Please provide complete data on the identification and retention of oral polio vaccine type 2 (OPV2)/nOPV2/Sabin2 
infectious material. In countries that experienced OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 circulation and/or the use of mOPV2 for outbreak 
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OPV/nOPV/Sabin 
infectious material 

OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material 
 

Have never 
been 

possessed 
(tick box if 
applicable) 

Were destroyed 
on__________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were inactivated 
using a method 

known to 
inactivate 
poliovirus 

on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy 

Were transferred 
to a poliovirus-
essential facility 
on___________ 
(please indicate 
the PEF and the 

latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

3. OPV3/Sabin313                       

4.  bOPV14                       

5. tOPV15                       

6. mOPV1                       

7. mOPV2                       

8. mOPV3                       

9. nOPV216                       

10. S1917                       

 

 The facility retains OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material, as follows: 

 OPV/nOPV/Sabin 
infectious material 

OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material is retained 
(please briefly describe the rationale) 

1. OPV1/Sabin1        

2. OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2        

3. OPV3/Sabin3        

4. bOPV        

5. tOPV15        

6. mOPV1        

7. mOPV2        

8. mOPV3        

 
response purposes after the switch from tOPV to bOPV, the collection of data on OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 infectious material will 
only be completed after the last use of mOPV2.  
13 The collection of data on the identification and retention of OPV3/Sabin3 infectious or potentially infectious material has 
started. However, as the use of bOPV and/or mOPV3 will continue beyond the global eradication of WPV, Sabin3 strains are 
expected to continue to circulate, and the collection of data on OPV3/Sabin3 infectious or potentially infectious material will 
only be completed after the last use of bOPV and/or mOPV3. 
14 The collection of data on the identification and retention of bOPV has started. However, as the use of bOPV will continue 
beyond the global eradication of WPV, the collection of data on bOPV will only be completed after the last use of bOPV. 
15 tOPV is no longer in use. Please provide complete data on the identification and retention of tOPV. 
16 The novel OPV2 (nOPV2) candidate vaccine strains meet the definition of OPV infectious material and must be included in 
inventories. 
17 S19, a new strain of attenuated poliovirus type 2, strains meet the definition of OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material and 
must be included in inventories. 
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 OPV/nOPV/Sabin 
infectious material 

OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious material is retained 
(please briefly describe the rationale) 

9. nOPV216        

10. S1917        

The retention of OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 infectious material is subject to the approval of the responsible 
national authority (e.g. MoH) and to the facility’s implementation of containment requirements 
described in GAPIII, assessed and certified by national containment authorities and the GCC, following 
the CCS. 

In countries that experienced VDPV2 circulation and the use of mOPV2 for outbreak response purposes 
after the switch from tOPV to bOPV, the collection of data on OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 infectious material 
will only be completed after the last use of mOPV2. 

The collection of data on OPV1/Sabin1 and OPV3/Sabin3 infectious material has started. However, as 
the use of bOPV and/or mOPV1/mOPV3 will continue beyond the global eradication of WPV, 
OPV1/Sabin1 and OPV3/Sabin3 strains are expected to continue to circulate, and the collection of data 
on OPV1/Sabin1 and OPV3/Sabin3 infectious material will only be completed after the last use of bOPV 
and/or mOPV1/mOPV3.  

The retention of OPV1/Sabin1 infectious material or OPV3/Sabin3 infectious material will then be 
subject to the approval of the responsible national authority (e.g. Ministry of Health) and to the facility’s 
implementation of containment requirements described in GAPIII, assessed and certified by national 
containment authorities and the GCC, following the CCS.  

OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially infectious material 
NOTE: OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially infectious material include faecal, respiratory tract or concentrated 
sewage samples collected for any purpose in a time and geographic area of OPV use, identified as 
potentially infectious material following the Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize risks for 
facilities collecting, handling or storing materials potentially infectious for polioviruses, second edition; 
products of such materials from poliovirus-permissive cells or animals; respiratory and enteric stocks 
handled under conditions where OPV/nOPV/Sabin contamination or replication is possible; as described 
in GAPIII.  

NOTE: Dates indicating circulation of different poliovirus types and strains overlap. Collections 
previously identified as potentially infectious for OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 may now be potentially infectious 
for WPV3/VDPV3 materials and subject to more stringent containment requirements. For this reason, 
inventories must be repeated. Several poliovirus types may be present in the same sample. In such 
cases, facilities are requested to implement the containment requirements applying to the poliovirus 
presenting the highest risk. Also, the distinction between poliovirus types may now no longer be 
possible for potentially infectious material.  

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially infectious material using 
methods demonstrated to inactivate poliovirus, or synthesized RNA or cDNA can be handled outside of 
poliovirus containment under the condition that these materials will not be introduced into poliovirus-
permissive cells or animals with or without a transfection reagent, except under appropriate 
containment conditions as described in GAPIII. 

NOTE: poliovirus nucleic acid extracted from OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially infectious material, or 
synthesized RNA or cDNA can be used to recreate viral particles and is considered OPV/nOPV/Sabin 
potentially infectious material. The retention of these holdings must be declared to the responsible 
national authority (e.g. MoH) in the national poliovirus survey and accurate inventories maintained. 
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Following the Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize risks for facilities collecting, handling or 
storing materials potentially infectious for polioviruses, second edition, I conclude that: 

 The facility does not retain OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially infectious material, as follows (please check 
all that apply): 

 

OPV/nOPV/Sabin 
potentially infectious 

material 

OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially infectious material 

 

Have never 
been 

possessed 
(tick box if 
applicable) 

Were destroyed 
on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

Were inactivated 
using a method 

known to 
inactivate 
poliovirus 

on___________ 
(please indicate 

the latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy 

Were transferred 
to a poliovirus-
essential facility 
on___________ 
(please indicate 
the PEF and the 

latest date as 
dd/mm/yyyy) 

1. OPV1/Sabin1                       

2. OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin218                       

3. OPV3/Sabin3                       

4. nOPV219                       

5. S1920                       

6. poliovirus nucleic acid         N/A N/A 

 

 The facility retains OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 potentially infectious material, as follows (please check all 
that apply): 

Type of 
OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 
potentially infectious 

material 

Procedure used with 
OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 
potentially infectious 

material 

Risk level Retention 
(Please describe the rationale) 

 Faecal samples  

Inoculation into  
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Moderate       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Low       

 Concentrated sewage 

Inoculation into 
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Moderate       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Low       

 Extracted nucleic acid 
from faecal samples or 
concentrated sewage 

Transfection into  
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Moderate       

 
18 In countries that experienced VDPV2 circulation and the use of mOPV2 for outbreak response purposes after the switch from 
tOPV to bOPV, the collection of data on OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 potentially infectious material will only be completed after the 
last use of mOPV2.  
19 nOPV2 candidate vaccine strains meet the definition of OPV infectious material and must be included in inventories. 
20 S19 strains of poliovirus type 2 meet the definition of OPV infectious material and must be included in inventories. 
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Other laboratory 
procedures  Lowest       

 Respiratory tract 
samples 

Inoculation into 
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Low       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Lowest       

 Extracted nucleic acid 
from respiratory tract 
samples  

Transfection into  
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Low       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Lowest       

In countries that experienced VDPV2 circulation and the use of mOPV2 for outbreak response purposes 
after the switch from tOPV to bOPV, the collection of data on OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 potentially 
infectious material will only be completed after the last use of mOPV2. 

The retention of OPV2/nOPV2/Sabin2 potentially infectious material or poliovirus nucleic acid must be 
declared to the responsible national authority (e.g. MoH) and accurate inventories maintained. 
Recommendations for the safe retention and handling of these materials are provided in the Poliovirus 
containment: guidance to minimize risks for facilities collecting, handling or storing materials potentially 
infectious for polioviruses, second edition. 

 

 The facility retains OPV1/Sabin1 potentially infectious material or OPV3/Sabin3 potentially 
infectious material, as follows (please check all that apply): 

Type of OPV1/Sabin1 
potentially infectious 

material or OPV3/Sabin3 
potentially infectious 

material 

Procedure used with 
OPV1/Sabin1 

potentially infectious 
material or 

OPV3/Sabin3 
potentially infectious 

material 

Risk level Retention 
(Please describe the rationale) 

 Faecal samples 

Inoculation into 
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Moderate       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Low       

 Concentrated sewage 

Inoculation into 
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Moderate       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Low       

 Extracted nucleic acid 
from faecal samples or 
concentrated sewage 

Transfection into 
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Moderate       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Lowest       

 Respiratory tract 
samples 

Inoculation into  
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Low       
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Other laboratory 
procedures  Lowest       

 Extracted nucleic acid 
from respiratory tract 
samples  

Transfection into  
poliovirus-permissive 
cells 

 Low       

Other laboratory 
procedures  Lowest       

The collection of data on OPV1/Sabin1 and OPV3/Sabin3 potentially infectious material has started. 
However, as the use of bOPV and/or mOPV1/mOPV3 will continue beyond the global eradication of 
WPV, OPV1/Sabin1 and OPV3/Sabin3 strains are expected to continue to circulate, and the collection of 
data on OPV1/Sabin1 and OPV3/Sabin3 potentially infectious material will only be completed after the 
last use of bOPV and/or mOPV1/mOPV3. 

The retention of OPV1/Sabin1 potentially infectious material, OPV3/Sabin3 potentially infectious 
material or poliovirus nucleic acid will then have to be declared to the responsible national authority 
(e.g. MoH). Recommendations for the safe retention and handling of these materials are provided in the 
Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize risks for facilities collecting, handling or storing materials 
potentially infectious for polioviruses, second edition. 
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Poliovirus nucleic acid is no longer considered infectious material. Poliovirus nucleic acid is considered 
potentially infectious material, as under appropriate conditions, it has the potential to recreate viral 
particles. 

Facilities retaining poliovirus nucleic acid do not require containment as long as this material is not 
introduced into poliovirus-permissive cells or animals with or without a transfection agent.  

Facilities retaining poliovirus nucleic acid must declare their holdings to their national authorities (e.g. 
MoH) and are encouraged to follow WHO recommendations for the safe retention and handling of 
these materials provided in the Poliovirus containment: guidance to minimize risks for facilities 
collecting, handling or storing materials potentially infectious for polioviruses, second edition. 

 

 The facility retains poliovirus nucleic acid, as follows (please check all that apply): 

Type of poliovirus nucleic acid Procedure used with poliovirus 
nucleic acid 

Retention 
(Please describe the rationale) 

 Extracted nucleic acid from 
WPV/VDPV infectious material 

Inoculation into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       

 Extracted nucleic acid from 
WPV/VDPV potentially 
infectious material 

Inoculation into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       

 Extracted nucleic acid from 
OPV/nOPV/Sabin infectious 
material 

Transfection into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       

 Extracted nucleic acid from 
OPV/nOPV/Sabin potentially 
infectious material 

Inoculation into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       

 WPV/VDPV cDNA 

Transfection into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       

 OPV/nOPV/Sabin cDNA 

Transfection into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       

 Synthesized WPV/VDPV 
nucleic acid 

Transfection into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       

 Synthesized 
OPV/nOPV/Sabin nucleic acid 

Transfection into poliovirus-
permissive cells       

Other laboratory procedures       
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