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Reporting on the future - The World 
Health Report 1998 

What will life be like in the 21 st century? Will the world continue to grow 
healthier, with ever more diseases conquered by scientific advances, and 

life expectancy extending even longer? Or will new diseases and failing drugs 
cancel out these gains? If populations live longer, will these extra years be 
healthy and productive or merely an extended sentence of suffering? 

Will we conquer malnutrition, obesity, drug abuse, poverty, depression, and the 
common cold? Will we eradicate polio, leprosy, measles and other ancient foes? 
Will deaths from heart disease and cancer finally begin to decline? And when 
science surely delivers spectacular new therapeutic tools, who will be able to 
afford them? Will the gaps between the health of rich and poor grow ever wider? 

These are some of the mony questions addressed in The World Health Report 
1998 which hos the theme "Life in the 21 st century- a vision for all". Issued as 
WHO marks its SOth anniversary, the report takes an expert look at health trends 
over the past five decades, assesses the current global situation, and predicts 
how health conditions, diseases, and the tools for managing them will evolve up 
to the year 2025. Using the latest data gathered and validated by WHO, the 
report paints a picture of a world poised to achieve unprecedented good health · 
if the lessons learned during recent decades are understood and heeded. 

The World Health Report 1998. Life in the 21 st century- a vision for all 
(ISBN 92 4 156 189 OJ costs Sw. fr. 17-/US $ 15. 30 
(Sw. fr. 10. · in developing countries). 

Mortality map reveals inequalities in health 
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Anew arias from WHO's Regional Office for Europe gives death a geographical 
perspective. Not only does the Arias of mortality in Europe show national 

averages for all the main causes of death in WHO's European Region, but it also 
gives data on mortality in areas within countries between 1980/1981 and 
1990/1991 . Through informative maps and charts, the arias presents vivid 
pictures of health in different parts of Europe. By showing differences in mortality 
from various causes, it raises the question of why these differences occur, and 
pinpoints areas where action is needed to reduce the death toll. 

The arias derives from the work of four main partners - the WHO Centre for 
Environment and Health, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, 
and the Central Bureau of Statistics and National Institute for Public Health and 
the Environment in the Netherlands. WHO's European Regional Office stresses 
that the arias reveals "inequalities in health between and within countries" -
inequalities that have to be eliminated. 

In the next issue 
M alaria affects hundreds of millions of 
people in th e world today, ma in ly in 
tropical countries, w here it is a ma jor 
source of public health and economic 
problems. The M ay:lune 1998 issue of 
World Health w ill be o n the global 
strategy for malaria control now being 
carr ied out by WHO in partnership 
w ith other Un ited Nations agenc ies. 
The issue will present high lights of the 
startegy and of nationa l efforts to 
control this d isease. • 

Atlas of mortality in Europe: subnational patterns 1980/1981 and 
1990/1991 (ISBN 92 890 1339 7 ) costs Sw.fr. 150 ·/US $1 35.00 
(Sw. fr. 105. 00 in developing countries). 
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