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Editorial 

New players for a new era 

Health depends to a 
significant degree on the 
activities of partners outside 
the health sector; these may 
include public, private and 
nongovernmental bodies. We 
need to diversify our alliances 
and bear in mind that "health 
for all" will only be achieved 
with the participation of all. 

he world is always changing; 
what is dramatic as we approach 
the end of the century is the 

speed at which it is changing. 
Urbanization, shifts in patterns of 
work, globalization of trade and 
market economies, changes in family 
structures and demography are all 
occurring rapidly and simultane
ously. Health patterns are changing 
too, and not always for the better. 
How can we use these changes to 
reduce health inequities and promote 
health for all in the 2lst century? 
For instance, the information tech
nology of today and tomorrow can 
enhance the ability of health promo
tion to reach people everywhere. 
This, however, will require creativity 
and initiative, as well as the commit
ment of policy-makers. 

WHO needs to open itself up to 
all sectors of society. New partner
ships in health will help us to mobi
lize social, political and financial 
support for health development and 
international health cooperation. By 
diversifying our alliances we are not 
only exploring new sources of fund
ing but opening up our work to the 
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broader and more direct participa
tion of all the people we exist to 
serve. New alliances must also 
ensure that collaboration will be 
strengthened between the develop
ing and industrialized parts of the 
world. 

Achieving health for all, with the 
participation of all, based on the 
principles of equity and solidarity, 
requires not only good management 
but a fresh approach. Health promo
tion as a major component of public 
health has already helped to move 
the focus of the health debate from 
preventing and controlling disease to 
sustaining and improving health. 

Increased emphasis on health 
promotion should be an integral part 
of WHO's renewed strategy. 
Investment in health is at the core of 
health promotion, and it is clear now 
that the major part of this investment 
must be made outside the health 
sector. Consequently an increasing 
number of other public, private and 
nongovernmental bodies need to be 
involved in thinking about and 
working for health. 

With this objective in mind, 
WHO has formed a working group 
on partnerships and organized the 
fourth International Conference on 
Health Promotion. The theme of this 
conference, to be held in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, in July 1997 is: "New 
players for a new era: leading health 
promotion into the 2lst century". By 
new players we mean all those who 
directly or indirectly influence health 
and are involved in health activities 
but are not yet part of the global 
health promotion network. "New" 
and "old" players alike have much to 
offer in this worldwide collaborative 
movement. 

Health for all needs the participa
tion of each and every one of us. • 
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