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.Coalition against guinea· 
worm 
Donald R. Hopkins & Trenton K. Ruebush 

The global campaign to eradicate 
dracunculiasis began in 1980, 
when scientists from the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in the United States began 
persuading supporters of the 
International Drinking Water Supply 
and Sanitation Decade (1981-1990) 
to target dracunculiasis for eradica
tion. Providing safe drinking-water 
was already a principal goal of the 
Decade when its Steering Committee 
adopted dracunculiasis eradication as 
a sub-goal in April1981. 

CDC began providing consultants 
to countries, helped to organize the 
first international conference on 
dracunculiasis in Washington, DC, in 
1982, prepared surveillance sum
maries for WHO's Weekly epidemio
logical record, developed an exhibit, 
and worked in other ways to secure 
passage of the first resolution on 
dracunculiasis by the 1986 World 
Health Assembly. WHO appointed 
CDC as a Collaborating Centre for 
Research, Training and Control of 
Dracunculiasis in 1984. 

The Carter Center 's Global2000 
Program in Atlanta, Georgia, joined 
the battle in November 1986, when 
former US President Jimmy Carter 
and Pakistan's leader, General 
Mohammad Zia ul-Haq, agreed to 
cooperate in eradicating dracunculia
sis from Pakistan. Under this and 
other agreements with Ghana (1987), 
Nigeria (1988), Uganda (1991), Mali 
(1993), Niger (1993) and Sudan 
(1995), Global 2000 assigned an 
adviser to work in the ministry of 
health with each country 's national 
Guinea-Worm Eradication Pro
gramme, providing modest funding, 
logistic support and technical assis
tance. The national case searches in 
Pakistan (1987), Nigeria (1988) and 
Ghana (1989) were the first such 
searches for dracunculiasis outside of 

India, and for the first time docu
mented the extent of dracunculiasis 
in parts of Africa. Pakistan also 
pioneered the "case containment" 
strategy. 

Mr and Mrs Carter took up the 
cause of guinea-worm eradication 
enthusiastically. Since attending the 
African Regional Conference on 
Dracunculiasis in Ghana in 1988, 
they have travelled to Africa annu
ally for the campaign, visiting most 
endemic countries as well as the 
Organization of African Unity and 
WHO's Regional Office for Mrica. 
Global 2000 arranged an interna
tional donors' conference (with 
UNDP and UNICEF) in Lagos, 
Nigeria, in 1989, which attracted 
US$ 10 million in support. 

Mr Carter later led efforts to 
secure major donations from the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, 
USAID, Japan International Co
operation Agency, a consortium of 
Japanese businessmen (Keidanran) 
and others. Filter material was 
obtained from DuPont Corporation 
and Precision Fabrics Group, and 

temephos from American Cyanamid, 
while logistic support poured in 
from other sources. Mr Carter also 
recruited former Malian head of state 
General Amadou Toumani Toure to 
the cause while visiting Mali in 1992, 
and brokered a four-month "Guinea
Worm Cease-Fire" to halt Sudan's 
civil war in 1995. 

Global 2000 and CDC have 
worked closely together since 1986, 
sharing personnel, producing a 
newsletter (Guinea Worm Wrap-Up) 
and other technical documents, mak
ing an award-winning movie (with 
UNICEF and UNDP) and advising 
workers in endemic countries. In 
these and other ways, the two organi
zations have spearheaded the diverse 
coalition which is helping countries 
to eradicate dracunculiasis. • 
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General Amadou Toumani Toure of Mali and former US President)immy Carter at the celebration 
of Guinea-Worm Day on 4 December 1995, when a reduction of 97% of cases throughout the 
world since 1986 was announced. 


