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In the words of Morocco 5 association for the 
disabled, I'Amicale marocaine des Handicapes: 
"The only handicapped people are those who 
have lost heart!" 
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'

he association that looks after 
disabled people in Morocco is 
called "the Friends of the 

Handicapped" - 1' Amicale maro
caine des Handicapes (AMH) - and 
its inspiring approaches and activi
ties ensure that it lives up to the 
name. It was in fact set up on the 
initiative of disabled people and their 
friends - people who have seen for 
themselves the suffering and unceas
ing struggle of victims of an accident 
or of a congenital condition. And 
these "friends" have together built up 
a very dynamic association in which 
everybody works on a strictly unpaid 
basis. 

This young polio victim, able to go to school on his own, symbolizes the 
hope of full integration aimed at by the Amicale marocaine des 
Handicapes. 

Indeed, by contrast with the 
rather gloomy talk that you occasion
ally hear in some such institutions, 
what immediately strikes you is the 
mature and positive attitude. The 
association's objective is integration 
of disabled people, not only in the 
heart of the community but equally 
in professional life. Although AMH 
is only three years old, it has set in 
train programmes of help and sup
port to the disabled through the grant 
of study scholarships or by helping to 
set up cooperatives, thus encouraging 
a wide range of professions and 
trades. Among those who have 
benefited from this substantial aid 
are an electronic engineer, two com
puter software experts, two doctors, a 
chartered accountant, a hairdresser, a 

beautician, a secretary and a graduate 
in economic sciences (who also 
captains AMH 's wheelchair basket
ball team- for we are a sporting 
association too). 

A positive image 
The association's President as well as 
the two Vice-Presidents are them
selves in wheelchairs , and all three 
are active in the professional field 
and perfectly integrated in society. 
The image that they convey all round 
the country is an absolutely positive 
one, to the point where young dis
abled people try to identify with 
them. Furthermore, being integrated 
both socially and professionally 
means that they are themselves 
entirely aware of the realities around 
them, can raise the alarm when 
necessary and can propose concrete 
solutions. It is precisely thanks to 
their unceasing activities in creating 
public awareness about the AMH 
that the Moroccan government felt 
morally obliged to launch a new 

institution, the High Commission for 
the Handicapped, whose duty it will 
be to coordinate action on a national 
scale in this field. 

The association already has 
several major events to its credit: 
two international symposiums on 
what it is like to be disabled, a 
solidarity parade which toured 
15 towns, a mobile unit providing 
prostheses which visited 19 towns, 
a concert by singer Carlos Santana, 
and two phone-ins aimed at rai sing 
funds to build Morocco's first Centre 
for Functional Rehabilitation, which 
is a vital step if disabled people are 
to be fully integrated in society. We 
have every confidence that the 
"friends" of the AMH will succeed 
in channelling all their energies into 
making the centre a reality. As the 
slogan of the AMH puts it: "The 
only handicapped people are those 
who have lost heart!" • 
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