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EDITORIAL

Tuberculosis remains the number one infectious killer in the 
world, causing around 1.5 million deaths annually (1). Despite 
having the fastest annual decline in tuberculosis (TB) incidence 
and mortality among WHO regions, of about 5% and 9% 
respectively since 2008, and being the only Region on track to 
meet the milestones in these areas for 2020 as set out in the End 
TB Strategy, the WHO European Region is the most severely 
affected by drug-resistant TB and is facing increasing numbers of 
people newly infected with HIV and coinfected with TB/HIV (2). 
Since 2011, under the WHO Regional Director’s Special 
Representative’s initiative, the Region has intensified its efforts to 
prevent and control drug-resistant TB. Those efforts have been 
pursued in line with the global End TB Strategy and through 
implementation of the Tuberculosis Action Plan for the WHO 
European Region 2016–2020, adopted by the WHO Regional 
Committee for Europe at its 65th session (3, 4). To respond to the 
lack of novel tools and innovative approaches in TB prevention 
and care, the Region has further prioritized research, which is 
one of the three main pillars of the End TB Strategy, in order to 
reach the targets of a decrease in TB incidence and mortality of 
80% and 90%, respectively, in comparison with 2015 and 
a maximum of 20 incident TB cases per 100 000 population by 
2030 for all countries of the Region (4–6).

Health research and the evidence-informed innovations that it 
fosters are essential to achieving a greater impact at population 
level, and to the attainment of WHO’s constitutional objective 
of “the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of 
health” (7) and the Sustainable Development Goals (8).

WHO has a long history of shaping the research agenda and 
stimulating the generation, translation and dissemination of 
evidence-based interventions and knowledge as part of its core 
functions. Article 2 of the Organization’s Constitution 
commits WHO “to promote and conduct research in the field 
of health” (7), a commitment which was further emphasized 
when the WHO strategy on research for health (9) was 
approved by the World Health Assembly at its Sixty-third 
session in 2010. The strategy called for health policies and 
practices worldwide to be based on the best available scientific 
evidence and for partners to harness science, technology and 
broader knowledge to produce research-based evidence and 
tools for improving global health. More recently, WHO’s 
Thirteenth General Programme of Work, 2019–2023, has 
specified that countries should be enabled to strengthen their 
research capacity and systems, conduct and use research on 
public health priorities and scale effective innovations 
sustainably (10).

Health research is crucial to the efforts being made to achieve 
target 3.8 (on achieving universal health coverage) of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (8), and to ensure equitable 
access to health services and financial risk protection for 
people in all settings across the life course. Rigorously 
conducted health research can lead to new knowledge, 
technologies and strategies, allowing health care interventions 
and systems to be scaled up with the aim of achieving universal 
health coverage – in other words, research for health towards 
health for all (11).
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In line with the above objectives and commitments, the WHO 
Regional Office for Europe has established the European 
Tuberculosis Research Initiative (ERI-TB). The initiative, 
launched in 2017 as one of the platforms for implementation of 
the Tuberculosis Action Plan for the WHO European Region 
2016–2020, applies an innovative approach to achieving all five 
strategic goals of the WHO strategy on research for health: 
organization, priorities, capacity, standards, and translation (9). 
This dedicated platform reflects the Regional Office’s vision of 
working in partnership and facilitates collaboration and 
cooperation with scientists, public health authorities, health 
care providers and communities across health system building 
blocks, to achieve effective, efficient and universal TB 
prevention and care coverage. The work of ERI-TB is closely 
coordinated with that of the European Health Information 
Initiative (12), which emphasizes the need for evidence-
informed public health strategies to ensure Health for All (13).

Through the active participation of the ERI-TB network, 
which comprises around 150 members – including national 
counterparts in ministries of health or other relevant 
ministries, and representatives of academia, civil society, 
development partners and ex-patient organizations from 
among the 53 Member States of the Region – ERI-TB defines 
regional priority topics for TB research and implements 
capacity-building initiatives, promoting uptake of 
scientifically  sound standards for the implementation of 
high-quality research at the national and regional levels. ERI-
TB supports Member States in the Region to translate 
research findings into policy and practice by facilitating 
dialogue and collaboration between TB researchers and TB 
programme managers.

In this issue of Public Health Panorama, we will take a closer 
look at the progress made by ERI-TB and high TB priority 
countries of the Region in strengthening TB research systems 
and filling regional TB research gaps. The evidence provided in 
this special issue as well as in other publications will also help 
to guide countries in improving their response to TB and 
ultimately eliminating the disease in our lifetime.
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