
Campaigning 
against noma: 
Baraka Noma 
Niger 

This nongovernmental organization was es
tablished in Niamey, Niger, last year. It is a 
non-profit body with two aims: to campaign 
for greater efforts to combat noma, and to 
help noma sufferers to reintegrate into soci
ety. "Baraka" means "chance" in the local 
language. 

Niger's Minister of Public Health Or Almustapha IIIo with the young patient 
Aboubacar and Dr H. Sibomona of Hilfsaktion noma in Munich, Germany. 

Showing political commitment: 

Niger's National Committee on 
Noma 
The Government of Niger has formed a 
National Committee for the Awareness of 
Noma. The committee, established in Janu
ary 1998, aims to eradicate noma- or re
duce its prevalence considerably - by 
2025. The committee's four main target 
groups are health care workers, communi
cators, children (and their teachers), and 
parents. 
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The members of the national committee have 
set up four subcommittees to prepare activi
ties aimed at each of these groups. The sub
committee on health care workers, for in
stance, aims to train health care personnel to 
diagnose noma early. It will start with a work
shop for the training of trainers who will then 
go on to train others. 

The founder members of Baraka Noma 
Niger include Mme Dr Clemence Aissa 
Bare, wife of the country's president. Niger's 
Minister of Public Health Dr Almustapha 
IIlo is also a founder member, as is the local 
coordinator of the German organization 
Hilfsaktion noma. 

Baraka Noma Niger has plans for a new 
"noma centre" in Niger. Once built, the cen
tre would offer pre- and post-operative treat
ment of children with noma. The organiza
tion estimates that, because most treatment 
requires several operations, the children will 
have to spend at least two years in the cen
tre. There they will live in small family-style 
groups while their treatment continues. It is 
expected that the centre will also train health 
workers in the treatment of noma, particu
larly in its early stages, and will be a focus 
for health education on noma throughout the 
community. It will also be a centre of medi
cal supplies - such as penicillin and anti
septic mouthwashes - that are needed to 
counter noma. • 

For further details, contact: 

Ms Baraka IIIo 
Baraka noma Niamey- Niger 

The subcommittee on communication aims 
to train communicators for a large-scale 
media campaign to raise public awareness 
of noma. A report of a communication work
shop on noma in Niger is on page 3. 

Activities aimed at children consist of both 
training and awareness-raising. Primary 
school teachers will be trained to make them 
more aware of noma so they can explain the 
problem to children and introduce simple 
preventive measures in schools. Awareness
raising will take place through the means of 
a children's television programme. 

Parents are to be reached through meetings 
at health centres and the use of mass media 
campaigns. They will be encouraged to pre
vent noma by giving their children a bal
anced and nutritious diet and by identifying 
the disease early. • 




