
A number of nongovernmental orga.nizations a.nd individuals are helping to repair the da:m.age 
done to young v1ct1ms by noma.. These efforts include: 

In Marseille, France, surgeons at the Faro hospital have provided plastic surgery to children 
severely affected by noma., chiefly from Niger, t.ha.nks to the support of the Enfants du monde 
("Children of the world") organization. The French surgeons have also spent time in Niger oper
ating on patients there a.nd tra.tning local surgeons. 

The Hilfsaktion Noma. ("Relief action noma.") orga.nization in Begensburg, Germany, also works 
ma.1n1y in Niger. The orga.niZation sent teams of surgeons to Niger in 1996 a.nd 1997. They oper
ated on 45 less serious cases, while 18 children have been taken to Germany a.nd Spain for 
reconstructive surgery. More tha.n 160 patients are already registered for future surgery. The NGO 
has also set up a home in Tahoua, Niger, to help prepare children for treatment abroad a.nd to help 
reintegrate those who return. 

Surgeons from the Netherla.nds have been working in Nigeria where they have operated on chil
dren affected by noma.. A team of surgeons visited Sokoto in the north of Nigeria for this purpose 
in late 1996. 

In Geneva ca.ntonal hospital in Switzerla.nd, more tha.n 80 children from Burkina Faso, Niger a.nd 
Senegal have had facial reconstruction t.ha.nks to surgeons at the hospital a.nd with the support of 
the Sentinelles ("Sentinels") orga.:n1zation. The Swiss surgeons, together with a.naesthetists a.nd 
nurses, have carried out operations on less seriously d1s11gured children in these three countries 
a.nd have been involved in tra.tning there. 

From the USA, teams of dentists travel to :rruwy parts of Africa to provide dental surgery under the 
auspices of Operation Smile. That org&n1yat1on has a surgery team that operates on noma. v1ct1ms 
a.nd arranges treatment in the United States for the most serious cases. 

Are you active against 
noma? Tell us what you 
are doing 

Noma Contact 
Noma Contact is prepared 
and distributed free of 
charge by the staff of WHO's 
Noma Project. For further 
details, please contact : 

Noma Contact is produced by WHO on 
behalf of the International Action Net
work Against Noma. It is the first of what 
we hope will be a series of information 
sheets on noma. It is, however, intended 
not only as an information sheet but also 
as a means of contact between all the or
ganizations and individuals involved in 
the fight against this destructive 
disease. 

WHO and other members of the Interna
tional Action Network would like to hear 
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more about efforts that are being made to 
prevent and combat noma. Noma Contact 
can help share information about your 
work and your experience to encourage 
and assist others in their efforts. Please 
write to Mrs Marie-Helene Leclercq at 
WHO's Noma Project (for address, see 
back page). 

Noma Project, Division of 
Noncommunicable 
Diseases, World Health 
Organization, 1211 Geneva 
27, Switzerland. 

Tel: 41 22 791 3454 

Fax: 41 22 791 0746 

E-mail: leclercqm@who.ch 


