
  



WHO/CED/PHE/EPE/19.1 

© World Health Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme, 2019 

Some rights reserved. This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 
3.0 IGO licence (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo).  

Under the terms of this licence, you may copy, redistribute and adapt the work for non-commercial purposes, provided 
the work is appropriately cited, as indicated below. In any use of this work, there should be no suggestion that the 
World Health Organization (WHO) or the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) endorses any specific 
organization, products or services. The use of the WHO or UNEP names or logos is not permitted. If you adapt the work, 
then you must license your work under the same or equivalent Creative Commons licence. If you create a translation of 
this work, you should add the following disclaimer along with the suggested citation: “This translation was not created 
by the World Health Organization (WHO) or the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Neither WHO nor 
UNEP are responsible for the content or accuracy of this translation. The original English edition shall be the binding 
and authentic edition.”  

Any mediation relating to disputes arising under the licence shall be conducted in accordance with the mediation rules 
of the World Intellectual Property Organization. 

Suggested citation. Report on activities during the Sixth International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, 21–27 October 
2018. Geneva: World Health Organization/United Nations Environment Programme; 2019 
(WHO/CED/PHE/EPE/19.1). Licence: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO. 

Cataloguing-in-Publication (CIP) data. CIP data are available at http://apps.who.int/iris. 

Sales, rights and licensing. To purchase WHO publications, see http://apps.who.int/bookorders. To submit requests for 
commercial use and queries on rights and licensing, see http://www.who.int/about/licensing.  

Third-party materials. If you wish to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such as tables, 
figures or images, it is your responsibility to determine whether permission is needed for that reuse and to obtain 
permission from the copyright holder. The risk of claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-owned 
component in the work rests solely with the user. 

General disclaimers. The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply 
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of WHO or UNEP concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and 
dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.  

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or 
recommended by WHO or UNEP in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and 
omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.  

All reasonable precautions have been taken by WHO and UNEP to verify the information contained in this publication. 
However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The 
responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall WHO or UNEP be 
liable for damages arising from its use. 

 

 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo
http://apps.who.int/iris/
http://apps.who.int/bookorders
http://www.who.int/about/licensing


ii 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contents 
Executive summary .......................................................................................................................................................... iii 

Background ....................................................................................................................................................................... 1 

The Sixth International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week ................................................................................................ 2 

Overview of ILPPW events ................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Planned use of LPA campaign resources ...................................................................................................................... 4 

Activities and events that took place during ILPPW ......................................................................................................... 5 

Using mass and social media ........................................................................................................................................ 5 

Certificate of gratitude .................................................................................................................................................... 11 

Resources ........................................................................................................................................................................ 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



iii 
 

 

 

Executive summary 

From 21 to 27 October 2018 the Sixth International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of action took place in  
countries around the world. This report describes some of the activities held during the week. As with earlier years, 
the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (the Lead Paint Alliance (LPA)) provided a campaign resource package and 
a range of multilingual campaign materials. All of the materials were made available from the WHO website 
https://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/. 

The overarching theme of the 2018 campaign was the achievement of the LPA goal that by 2020 all countries should 
have in place legally binding controls on the production, import, sale and use of lead paints. For the first time, 
certificates were awarded to organizations that put on events during the week. 

For the 2018 campaign we asked some additional questions on the event registration webpage to find out more 
about planned events. This revealed that most respondents planned multiple activities with the most common 
involving mass and social media, followed by advocacy to policy makers. Of the LPA campaign materials available, 
respondents particularly mentioned use of the resource package and the customizable flyers. Most event organizers 
were seeking to increase public awareness about lead paint and build support for eliminating lead paint. 

In 2018, governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the paint industry, academia and others were active 
in organizing awareness raising events. A total 82 events were registered on the WHO website, involving 73 
organizations in 50 countries, particularly in Africa and Europe. NGOs held the largest number of events (56) 
followed by local and national governments (11). IPEN participating organizations carried out awareness-raising 
activities in 32 countries (https://ipen.org/projects/international-lead-poisoning-awareness-week-2018).  

Activities and events included: social media communications; television and radio broadcasts; marches and 
demonstrations calling for action on lead paint; educational activities in schools and universities; stakeholder 
meetings; information stands in public areas; and appeals to legislators to take action. 

Resource materials and a toolkit for regulating lead in paint can be found at 
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/publication/model-law and https://www.unenvironment.org/toolkit-
establishing-laws-eliminate-lead-paint. 

 

 

https://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/
https://ipen.org/projects/international-lead-poisoning-awareness-week-2018
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/publication/model-law
https://www.unenvironment.org/toolkit-establishing-laws-eliminate-lead-paint
https://www.unenvironment.org/toolkit-establishing-laws-eliminate-lead-paint
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Background 
 
The Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (Lead Paint Alliance) is a voluntary collaborative initiative working to 
focus and catalyse the efforts of a diverse range of stakeholders to achieve international goals to prevent children’s 
exposure to lead from paint and to minimize occupational exposures to lead paint. The Alliance is a joint undertaking 
of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  
 
There is no known level of lead exposure without harmful effects, and even low levels may cause lifelong health 
problems. Young children are particularly vulnerable. Lead paint is an important but preventable source of lead 
exposure for children and workers. Children are exposed when lead paint has been used in homes, schools and 
playgrounds because as this paint ages it flakes and crumbles contaminating household dust and soil, which is easily 
ingested. Workers are exposed during the manufacture, application and removal of lead paint.  
 
Lead compounds may be added to paint as pigments or to speed drying and improve corrosion resistance. There are 
safer alternative compounds that can be used and there is, therefore, no need to add lead to paint. The best way of 
ensuring that lead compounds are no longer used in paint is for countries to put in place legally binding controls on 
the production, import, sale and use of lead paint. The Lead Paint Alliance has set a target that by 2020 all countries 
should have such control measures in place. To support countries in achieving the phase-out of lead paint the Lead 
Paint Alliance works to raise awareness of the issue and has developed a ‘Model Law and Guidance for Regulating 
Lead Paint’ in multiple languages to assist countries in developing their own legally binding controls.    
 
One of the initiatives of the Lead Paint Alliance is the annual International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week (ILPPW) 
campaign. The International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week provides an opportunity to mobilize political and social 
commitment for further progress towards the elimination of lead paint. This week of action is supported by partners 
in the Alliance – including WHO, UNEP, the UN Environment North America Office, US Environmental Protection 
Agency (US EPA), and the International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN).   
 
The Sixth International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week took place on 21–27 October 2018. The objectives of the 
2018 campaign were to: 
 

• raise awareness about the hazards of lead and, in particular, of lead paint; 
• draw attention to the importance of preventing lead poisoning, particularly in children; and 
• urge further action by governments to ban lead paint by 2020. 

 
Three key messages guided the week of action, these were: 
 

1. Lead exposure affects human health especially that of children 
2. Lead paint is a major source of lead exposure 
3. Lead paint laws are needed to reduce lead exposure globally. 
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The Sixth International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week   
As with earlier years, the Lead Paint Alliance provided a campaign resource package and a range of multilingual 
campaign materials. These included modifiable posters and flyers, web banners, infographics, questions and 
answers, campaign videos in English, French and Spanish, and a ‘ban lead paint’ graphic. Examples of these materials 
are shown below. All of the materials were made available from the WHO website 
(https://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/en/).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the first time, certificates were awarded to organizations that had put on events during the week (see page 11).  
 
The overarching theme of the 2018 campaign was the achievement of the Lead Paint Alliance goal that by 2020 all 
countries should have in place legally binding controls on the production, import, sale and use of lead paints. 
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Overview of ILPPW events   
 
In 2018, once again, governments, non-governmental organizations, the paint industry, and others were active in 
organizing awareness-raising events. A total of 82 events were registered on the WHO website, involving 73 
participating organizations in 50 countries. As shown in Figure 1, there were events in all WHO regions, 
particularly in African and European countries.  
 

Figure 1. Number of countries where events were held and number of organizations holding events in 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key: AFR – African Region; AMR – Region for the Americas; SEAR – South-East Asia Region; EUR – European Region; EMR 
– Eastern Mediterranean Region; WPR – Western Pacific Region 

 
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) held the largest number of events (56) followed by local and national 
governments (11) (see Figure 2).  Information about all of the events registered with WHO can be seen at 
http://www.who.int/ipcs/lead_campaign/events/en/.  
 

Figure 2. Number of events held by different organizations 

Key: IGO – intergovernmental organization; NGO – non-governmental organization; Local/natl gov – local or 
national government institution  
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Planned use of LPA campaign resources  

For the 2018 campaign we asked some additional questions on the event registration form to find out a bit more 
about the planned events. The responses are summarised below.  

On the question of the type of activity being organized, most respondents planned multiple activities with the most 
common involving mass and social media, followed by advocacy to policy makers. The results are shown in Figure 3.  

Figure 3. Responses to the question “What type of activity do you plan to organize for ILPPW 2018?” 

 

On the question of which Lead Paint Alliance campaign materials respondents planned to use, most planned to use a 
number of different materials, in particular the resource package and the customizable flyers (Figure 4).  

Figure 4. Responses to the question “Which of the 2018 ILPPW materials provided by WHO and UN Environment do 
you expect to use this year?” 
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Most event organizers were seeking to increase public awareness about lead paint and build support for eliminating 
lead paint (Figure 5).  

Figure 5. Responses to the question ”What results do you expect from your ILPPW 2018 activities?” 

 

 

 

Activities and events that took place during ILPPW  
 
A wide range of activities and events took place around the world, including: social media communications; 
television and radio broadcasts; marches and demonstrations calling for action on lead paint; educational 
activities in schools and universities; stakeholder meetings; information stands in public areas; and appeals to 
legislators to take action. Some examples are given below.  

 
Using mass and social media 

 
Lead Paint Alliance partners and other organizations disseminated information and key messages about lead paint 
using social media, including Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. The campaign hashtags were 
#BanLeadPaint and #ILPPW2018.  
 
WHO conducted a Facebook Live question and answer session on lead paint and health, which received 14,000 
views, 265 comments and 261 shares.  
  
Some examples of other mass and social medial activities are provided below.  
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Dr Soumya Swaminathan, WHO Deputy 
Director-General for Programmes, recorded a 
video message on the importance of banning 
lead paint. Dr Maria Neira, Director of the 
Department of Public Health, Environmental 
and Social Determinants of Health recorded the 
same message in French and Spanish.   
 

UNEP published a web story explaining why it is so important to stop the production and use of lead paint in all 
countries. 

WHO posted tweets during the ILPPW to 
emphasize the hazards of lead paint.  
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In the Republic of Moldova, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Social Protection 
issued an information note about ILPPW to the 10 territorial public health centres. 
These centres organized round-tables, lectures and seminars about lead paint. In 
addition, centres issued 48 bulletins, and 11 newspaper articles.  

The company AkzoNobel stopped using lead 
additives in paints and coatings several years 
ago. For ILPPW the company broadcast a video 
message and published a media release on the 
need to stop the use of lead in paint.  

In the United States of America the 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
called on everyone to participate in 
ILPPW 2018. 
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The Consumers Association of Penang in Malaysia 
tweeted that the World Health Organization recognises 
21–27 October 2018 as International Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Week, with the primary concern being the 
effect of lead exposure on intellectual development in 
children. 

The Ontario Poisons Centre in Canada also 
highlighted the importance of banning lead in 
paint as a preventive measure for lead 
poisoning. The Poison Centre at King Fahad Medical 

City in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
provided information to the public 
about lead exposure. 



9 
 

 

Some other activities during ILPPW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Bar Association Environment, Energy and 
Resources Section published an article on the growing 
momentum towards the elimination of lead paint in its Fall 
2018 issue of Natural Resources and Environment.  

Adelaide Hills Council is a local government area in 
South Australia and posted tweets during the ILPPW 
with tips on safe renovation of lead paint in homes. The Eco-Waste Coalition in the Philippines 

informed painters and decorators about 
safe practices in removing lead paint. 
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In Jamaica, the Caribbean Poison 
Information Network worked with IPEN to 
highlight the lack of legal controls on lead 
paint in Jamaica. They organized a public 
forum and mass media activities to 
publicise a report on the lead content of 
paints in the country. 

 

The Young Volunteers for the Environment 
(YVE) in the Gambia presented the findings of 
the IPEN study Lead in Solvent-Based Paints 
for Home Use in The Gambia to the National 
Assembly Environment Select Committee. 
Their aim was to inform key policy makers 
about the health effects of lead, the 
containing availability of lead paint, and the 
need for government to prioritise action to 
regulate lead paint. 

In addition, YVE conducted a media 
campaign using radio talk shows and social 
media to sensitize consumers, and 
importers and vendors of paints about the 
health effects and economic losses 
associated with lead exposure from paint. 

IPEN participating organizations carried out awareness-raising activities in 32 countries. Information on 
these events is at https://ipen.org/projects/international-lead-poisoning-awareness-week-2018  

In Cotonou Benin, the President of the NGO "La Grande puissance de Dieu" spoke to school pupils at the Littoral 
general education college about lead and lead paints.  

 

https://ipen.org/projects/international-lead-poisoning-awareness-week-2018
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Certificate of gratitude 
For the first time, in 2018, organizations that registered ILPPW activities were sent a certificate of gratitude signed 
by senior staff at WHO and UN Environment. A total of 73 certificates were sent and responses from recipients were 
very positive. The certificate is shown below.  
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Resources 
 

Model law and guidance for regulating lead paint. 

 

 

 

 

Toolkit for establishing laws on lead paint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information on the Lead Paint Alliance please go to the Alliance website where you will find background 
information, including how to become a partner in the Alliance, as well as technical guidance materials 
(https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/emerging-issues/global-alliance-
eliminate-lead-paint). You can also send an email to lead-cadmiumchemicals@un.org and noleadinpaint@who.int.  

The Model law and guidance for regulating lead paint  is a resource to help 
countries establish new laws, or modify existing laws, to limit the lead 
content in paints. It includes model legal language and detailed guidance 
with key elements of effective and enforceable legal requirements, based 
on the best approaches currently found in lead paint laws around the 
world.  
 
This guidance document is available in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian and Spanish and can be downloaded from 

 https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/publication/model-law-and-
guidance-regulating-lead-paint 

A collection of materials for advocacy and technical 
support for the elimination of lead paint can be found 
at   

https://www.unenvironment.org/toolkit-
establishing-laws-eliminate-lead-paint  

 

https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/emerging-issues/global-alliance-eliminate-lead-paint
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/emerging-issues/global-alliance-eliminate-lead-paint
mailto:lead-cadmiumchemicals@un.org
mailto:noleadinpaint@who.int
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/publication/model-law-and-guidance-regulating-lead-paint
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/publication/model-law-and-guidance-regulating-lead-paint
https://www.unenvironment.org/toolkit-establishing-laws-eliminate-lead-paint
https://www.unenvironment.org/toolkit-establishing-laws-eliminate-lead-paint
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