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n five years, the world has changed colours, as seen in 
the two maps showing the number of cases of 
poliomyelitis due to a wild virus reported by 

countries. The 1988 map is heavily stained in red, as 
many countries reported more than 10 cases, and green 
areas- 0 polio cases- were still scarce. For 1993, the 
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Towards a worl 
countries of the former Soviet Union are almost all 
shown in yellow -which means that they reported less 
than 10 polio cases. The whole of the American 
continent and several countries in each of the other 
continents are now shown in green. The world is 
marching towards polio eradication. 

Reported cases due to wild virus 1988 
Data available as of August 1994 
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Reported cases due to wild virus 1993 
Data available as of August 1994 

• 

• • 
= No report 
- More than I 0 cases = 1-IOcases 
- Ocases 

.· 

• 

• • 
• • 

• I 
~-• 

• /; 



World Health • 48th Year, No. l, January- February 1995 

d without polio 
The two other maps show what countries are doing. 

All of them are carrying out routine immunization, and 
many intensify their efforts by organizing National 
Immunization Days (NIDs). Furthermore, almost half 
of the world 's population is covered by surveillance of 
acute flacc id paralys is, which may- or may not - result 
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from a polio infection. Stools of children under 15 with 
flacc id paralysis are examined in search of the wild polio 
virus. If no virus is fou nd, eradication can be confi rmed. 
The article "Target 2000" on pages 6-7 gives a fuller 
account of these activities and of the progress of polio 
eradication worldwide. • 

Immunization and National Immunization Days (NIDs) 
Status as of September 1994 

0 
0 
0 

- NIDs (Onduded 
- NIDs planned for 1994/1995 
c::::J Proposed NIDs 
c::::J Routine immunization 

Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) surveillance 
Status as of September 1994 

- AFP surveillan(e 
c::::J No AFP surveillan(e 


