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Medical practice and data· 
• process1ng 

J.L. Funck-Brentano 

As access to computerized 
information increases, patients 
will be better able to take 
preventive action and to apply 
self-medication. 

M
edical practices of tomorrow 
are likely to be revolution
ized by new techniques for 

collecting and disseminating com
puterized and processed data. These 
"expert systems" derive from what is 
loosely but wrongly called "artificial 
intelligence," as well as from the 
mass media, television and the CD 
ROM (compact disk "read only 
memory"), all of which ensure the 
interactive transfer of information 
orally, by written word and above all 
by imagery. In fact their use will 
lead to a new apportioning of respon
sibilities in medical decision-taking 
among the different medical special
ists, other health personnel and the 
patients themselves. 

For the doctors, the computerized 
treatment of data furnished by bio
logical research as well as by all 
forms of computer imaging ought to 
promote the return of general practi
tioners to their former pre-eminence 
at the expense of their specialist 
colleagues. Being able to consult 
data banks and computerized know!-

A radiographer examines computed tomography scans. Access fa computerized information will 
widen the fields of action of health professionals. 

edge bases means that everyone will 
have aceess to the most specialized 
knowledge. This will deprive the 
specialists of the exclusive knowl
edge that is the principal source of 
their power. 

Access to the same information 
by nurses and hospital managers, 
under conditions appropriate to their 
skill in making use of it in their 
respective domains, will ultimately 
widen their field of action. This 
should encourage new and more 
fruitful relationships to grow up 
between them and the medical corps. 

Above all, the patients' responsi
bility for their own health will be 
considerably increased as a result of 
this access to computerized informa
tion. They will be better able to 
undertake preventive action on their 
own behalf and to apply self-medica
tion in routine treatment of certain 

chronic illnesses. This already 
applies to diabetes treated with 
insulin and, in the near future, will be 
the case for cancer patients treated by 
chemotherapy. 

Let us hope that the redistribution 
of responsibilities that will stem from 
the electronic dissemination of infor
mation will foster a renewal of the 
doctor-patient relationship and- as a 
consequence- the rebirth of a new 
kind of medical humanism. • 
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