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The Fourth Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 
was convened in Manila, Philippines, from 23-24 August 2018.  The meeting was 
co-chaired by the Senate Committee on Health and Demography and the House 
Committee on Health, with support from the Department of Health, in collaboration 
with WHO WPRO, and attended by 54 parliamentarians from 21 countries.  The 
meeting aimed to enhance the role of parliamentarians in advancing Universal 
Health Care, with plenary discussions on country progress to achieve health in 
the SDGs, on securing sustainable financing for UHC, and on strengthening legal 
frameworks for UHC, as well as a site visit to the Province of Bataan to illustrate 
local governance for health promotion and health service delivery.  

The meeting objectives were:
 1. to review progress since the Third Meeting of the Forum towards 
 achieving health in the SDGs;
 2. to share country experiences in developing, implementing, and  
 evaluating health policies for UHC, including through financing and 
 regulation; and
 3. to discuss next steps for the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum 
 on Global Health.

Participants reaffirmed their commitment to the health and well-being of all 
people, while leaving no one behind, through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (SDGs). They were concerned that, despite significant gains in health, 
progress is uneven and people still suffer from various threats to health that are 
rooted in social, economic, environmental, commercial and other determinants 
of health. They acknowledged that advances in the health of populations must 
necessarily include those who are marginalized or vulnerable. They considered 
UHC as an enumerated SDG target. An effective, efficient and equitable platform to 
achieve health across SDGs and an engine of sustainable development for all. They 
recognized that UHC is a viable goal for countries to achieve so that all people can 
access and afford quality health services throughout the spectrum of care, including 
health promotion, prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and palliative care.

The participants also agreed that countries will need a strong primary health care 
system that delivers continuous integrated people-centred health services across 
the life course to advance UHC, while understanding that health is everyone’s 
business and that a whole-of-society approach to health system strengthening is 
needed to achieve UHC and the SDGs. 

SUMMARY
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They confirmed that UHC will only be possible with sustainable financing that 
generates revenues from domestic sources, and that funding mechanisms can also 
promote health by discouraging unhealthy behaviours. They further emphasized 
that strategies to attain UHC require the effective stewardship of the health system, 
and that parliamentarians have the power to advance UHC by making laws and 
holding governments to account.

Participating parliamentarians were urged to enact legislations that shall strengthen 
health governance, promote the right to health, including mental health, improve 
service delivery, prevent and manage public health risk, as well as address the social 
determinants of health in order to advance UHC and achieve SDGs on health. They 
were encouraged to approve budgets for essential health services to advance UHC 
that includes equitable access and sustainable health outcomes, and to mobilize 
sustainable resources by adopting measures that will generate revenues from 
domestic sources. They were invited to promote health through these same revenue 
measures that will simultaneously discourage unhealthy behaviours, such as 
tobacco use, excess sugar consumption and harmful use of alcohol, among others.

The members of parliament were also urged to exercise their powers of oversight 
during the implementation of all health programmes in order to maintain a coherent 
operational framework anchored on UHC, by encouraging the active participation 
of various constituencies, communities, and civil society at all levels, as well as the 
private sector, in health planning and decision-making processes for UHC, while 
protecting against conflicts of interest.

The parliamentarians were finally urged to continue engaging in international 
partnerships, including through the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global 
Health, to foster collaboration in addressing cross-border health issues and raise 
awareness of global health in the development of international health mandates.
The participants requested WHO to continue supporting the further development of 
the Forum, as appropriate, in consultation with the Executive Committee, including 
among others providing support to the Parliament of the Republic of Fiji as it 
organizes and chairs the Fifth Meeting of the Forum in 2019. They also requested 
WHO to support the National Health Insurance Service of the Republic of Korea, 
in coordination with the National Assembly, to develop and deliver the Executive 
Leadership Course on Sustainable Health Financing for Forum members in 2019.

The participants further requested WHO to facilitate engagement between Forum 
members, including country study groups on priority health issues, as appropriate, 
and to develop and maintain a platform to facilitate on-going communications 
between Forum members on Forum activities and updates on parliamentarian 
initiatives for health in countries. Finally, participants requested WHO to continue 
supporting Member States, upon request and as appropriate, to achieve health in 
the SDGs, including through technical assistance in securing sustainable financing 
and strengthening legal frameworks for UHC.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health (Forum) is a platform 
for parliamentarians to exchange ideas, build political will, strengthen capacities, 
and foster collaboration in driving sustainable action for health. Established in 
2015 with technical support from the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional 
Office for the Western Pacific and other partners, the Forum is open to the 30 
countries comprising the Member States of the WHO Western Pacific Region and 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

As emphasized in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, parliamentarians 
have an essential role to play in advancing health through: enacting legislation, 
approving budgets and mobilizing resources, providing oversight to ensure 
government accountability and transparency, ensuring national implementation of 
global commitments, and fostering political constituencies for health.

Strategically positioned to help align global health mandates with regional and 
domestic priorities and to facilitate national implementation of international health 
commitments, the Forum is an important part of the Regional Office’s assistance to 
Member States in taking a whole-of-government approach to enhance the rule of 
law in health governance and expand the role of law in health policy.
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1.1 MEETING 
OBJECTIVES[ ]

The objectives of the meeting were:

1. to review progress since the Third Meeting of the Forum towards 
achieving health in the SDGs;

2.  to share country experiences in developing, implementing, and evaluating 
health policies for UHC, including through financing and regulation; and

3. to discuss next steps for the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on 
Global Health.
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2. PROCEEDINGS

2.1 OPENING 
CEREMONY[ ]

The Honourable Professor Keizo Takemi, President of the Asia-Pacific 
Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, and Member of the House of Councilors, 
Japan, opened the meeting. He expressed commitment to systematizing the 
Forum to expand its role and to deliver even more impact on global health. He 
also highlighted the inclusion of a field visit to the meeting format, as the field 
is the key to feeling reality and in turn stimulating thinking about leadership 
and governance. Professor Takemi also underscored how parliamentarians 
can use their catalytic energy to contribute to better health, through two 
dimensions of the Forum: getting connected to a global network, and using this 
network to contribute to global health norms and standards through diplomacy.
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The Honourable Joseph 
Victor Ejercito, Chairperson 
of the Senate Committee on 
Health and Demography, 
17th Congress of the Republic 
of the Philippines, and co-
chair of the Fourth Meeting 
of the Forum, welcomed all 
parliamentarians and guests 
to the Philippines. He shared 
how Filipinos are one with 
their sisters and brothers 
in Asia and the Pacific in 
seeking affordable and 

The Honourable Dr 
Angelina DL Tan, 
Chairperson of the 
House Committee on 
Health, 17th Congress 
of the Republic of the 
Philippines, and co-chair 
of the Fourth Meeting of 
the Forum, welcomed her 
fellow parliamentarians 
and all other guests. 
She thanked the Korean 
Parliamentarian Forum 
on Global Health and 

accessible quality health care for all people, emphasizing that health should be for 
all. Senator Ejercito acknowledged the crucial elements of sustainable financing 
and regulation in support of UHC, informing everyone that further to the UHC 
bill he is sponsoring in the Senate, he has also filed another bill seeking to increase 
the tobacco excise tax, to be used as a source of funds for the full implementation 
of UHC.

the Japan Parliamentarian League for the WHO for hosting the previous 
meetings, underscoring how the Forum has been a great platform for member-
parliamentarians to exchange ideas and collaborate towards improving and 
accelerating efforts to raise health priorities in national and global agendas. 
Dr Tan expressed how the Fourth Meeting of the Forum in Manila is especially 
meaningful to the Philippines, as the country is closer to achieving UHC following 
the President’s pronouncements that places it high among the legislative priorities 
of Congress.
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The Honourable Dr Francisco T. Duque III, Secretary of Health, Republic of the 
Philippines, congratulated the Forum for its Fourth Meeting, noting that it 
has grown remarkably since its inception in 2015. He appreciated the power of 
parliamentarians to make laws and hold governments to account, citing how 
parliamentarians often find themselves in a situation where various competing 
interests have to be balanced. Dr Duque also elaborated how the Philippines is now 
legislating its own version of UHC referred to as universal health “care”, for the 
country seeks to reform not just matters concerning financial coverage but also the 
very system that delivers health care. He was especially thankful to the Forum for 
meeting in the Philippines to discuss sustainable financing and the strengthening of 
legal frameworks in support of UHC.

Dr Shin Young-soo, WHO Regional 
Director for the Western Pacific, 
welcomed participants to the regional 
office of WHO in the Western Pacific, as 
it was the first time the Forum convened 
in a WHO facility. Dr Shin congratulated 
the Forum for its continually increasing 
number of participants, with Kiribati 
joining for the first time this year. He 
highlighted how WHO is increasingly 
engaging parliamentarians because of 
their unique ability to drive action in 
countries towards realizing health for 
all. Dr Shin also acknowledged that this 
year’s host, the Philippines, has many 
experiences to share in financing and 
legislating for UHC.
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2.2 SESSION 1: [ ]

Keynote: 
The Seoul Declaration – A Commitment to 
Action for Health in the SDGs

Honourable Lee Myoungsu, Chair 
of the Committee on Health of the 
National Assembly of the Republic of 
Korea, and President of the Korean 
Parliamentarian Forum on Global 

Health, reviewed the six core action areas for parliamentarians to advance health 
contained in the Seoul Declaration of the Forum: mainstreaming SDGs, enacting 
legislations that prioritize health, approving budgets and mobilizing sustainable 
resources, monitoring implementation of multi-sectoral actions, fostering 
participation of constituencies, and engaging in international partnerships. 
Honourable Lee also shared his vision for the full activation of the Forum’s 
potential, which can go beyond conventional limitations in global health governed 
by technical experts as well as health policymakers to optimally achieve solidarity 
and justice, security, and action based on scientific evidence and social values. He 
proposed to launch and stabilize national parliamentarian forums on global health 
in every single member of the Forum.

ACHIEVING HEALTH IN THE SDGSs

The first session 
highlighted 
progress in 
countries towards 
achieving health 
in the Sustainable 
Development 
Goals (SDGs).
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Technical Presentation: 
Achieving Health in the SDGs through UHC

Dr Vivian Lin, Professor of Public 
Health at La Trobe University, 
considered universal health 
coverage (UHC) both as an 
enumerated SDG target and as 
a unifying platform to achieve 
health throughout the SDGs. 
Dr Lin discussed how UHC 
does this - it centres attention 
on the health of people and 
communities, calls for a whole-
of-system approach to improving 
health system performance, and 
brings health and development 
efforts together. She outlined 

the guidance document Universal 

Health Coverage: Moving Towards 

Better Health – Action Framework 

for the Western Pacific Region with 

its 15 action domains spread across 

the five health system attributes 

of quality, efficiency, equity, 

accountability and sustainability 

& resilience. Dr Lin also identified 

various entry points for action

at country level, including through political decisions (e.g., moving from addressing outbreaks 

to reforming financing and strengthening regulations); planning (e.g., new national health plans, 

health sector reform, legislation review); implementation solutions (e.g., primary care, hospitals, 

Healthy Islands vision); and maximizing global windows of opportunity (e.g. Gavi and GFATM 

graduation).
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Parliamentarians then shared 
their experiences through a panel 
discussion of selected countries, 
moderated by Dr Gundo Aurel 
Weiler, WHO Representative to 
the Philippines.

In Solomon Islands, the Role 
Delineation Policy (RDP) has 
been a key mechanism to catalyse 
health sector reform to move 
towards UHC. Developed on 
the basis of primary health care 
principles and the integration of 
people-centred health services, 
the RDP was developed with the 
support of parliamentarians in 
sector-wide policy dialogues and 
consultations.

PARLIAMENTARIAN PANEL AND 
MODERATED DISCUSSION
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Mongolia has adopted 
a State Policy on 
Health Issues 2017-
2026 which aims to 
increase average life 
expectancy while 
leaving no one behind 
through disease 
prevention, evidence-
based diagnostics, 
new treatment 
technologies, and 
a proper financing 
system.

To make UHC more sustainable after it introduced a 30-Baht health scheme 
many years ago, the Thailand National Legislative Assembly passed a 20-year 
National Strategy (2018-2037) that confirms the country’s focus on achieving the 
sustainable development goals, including public health as a key consideration.
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Cook Islands has a new Strategic Plan (2017-2021) that aims for accessible, affordable 
and equitable health services of the highest quality by and for all, through stronger 
primary health care that focuses on family and community values and the vision of 
Healthy Islands.

In Myanmar, the government has 

been working with local governments 

and non-government organizations 

like the People’s Health Foundation 

to prevent NCDs through policies on 

tobacco-free areas.

In the plenary discussion that 

followed, participants detailed how 

through the Healthy Islands vision, 

UHC has been translated into country 

policy frameworks that focus on 

primary health care. Parliamentarians 

have also conducted reviews of 

existing health policy frameworks and 

advocated for increases in the budget 

for health. Parliamentarians have 

also exercised oversight functions 

over ministries of health to improve 

efficiency. 
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2.3 SESSION 2:  [ ]
SECURING SUSTAINABLE 
FINANCING FOR UHC
The second session highlighted the challenges 
and opportunities for parliamentarians to 
secure sustainable financing for UHC, including 
through resource mobilization and budgeting.

Technical Presentation: 
Sustainable Financing for UHC – Tobacco 
Taxation and Other Funding Mechanisms

Jeremias Paul, Jr., Coordinator of the 
Tobacco Control Economics unit 
at WHO headquarters reviewed 
options for financing mechanisms 
employed by countries, such as 
tobacco taxation. Mr Paul shared key 
lessons learned from experiences 
in UHC implementation. Domestic 
resource mobilization, particularly 
taxation, is a necessary but not 
sufficient condition for sustainable 
UHC financing. Generally, more 
public spending for health leads 
to less out-of-pocket payments. 
Relying principally on voluntary 
contributions will not work; all 
countries with universal coverage 
rely on general budget revenues in 
whole or in part. Countries should 
also not rely largely on external 
funding for UHC. 

To sustain progress, Mr Paul 
proposed that countries should 
also spend wisely by being cost-
effective, efficient, and accountable 
in their actions to advance UHC. 
The overall formula to expand 
health coverage combines more
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PARLIAMENTARIAN PANEL AND 
MODERATED DISCUSSION

Parliamentarians then shared their experiences through a panel 
discussion of selected countries, moderated by Dr Vivian Lin.

Japan discussed how from having just 
70% population coverage in 1946, they 
achieved UHC 15 years later. It was 
through a national health insurance 
system bill passed by parliament in 
1958 with the support of their ministry 
of finance, thus increasing coverage 
to the middle class and contributing to 
economic stability. Their challenges at 
present include instituting measures to 
spend wisely, such as defining a minimum 
standard of medical care, shifting away 
from fee-for-service payments, and 
securing sustainable financing given the 
demographic of a super-aged society. 

resources, better utilization through expenditure management, and redistributive 
policies. Taxes on tobacco and other health taxes are largely underutilized domestic 
revenue sources that can provide win-win-win solutions (public health, equity and 
revenue booster) and can be used to finance UHC. 
He also discussed how implementing cost-effective interventions for health (e.g., for 
NCD prevention and control) makes it possible to spend wisely, saving lives while 
spending less. Mr Paul concluded by emphasizing that parliamentarians are well 
positioned to support UHC through their representation, legislative and oversight 
functions.
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The Republic of Korea 
outlined how it expanded 
financial coverage through 
its national health insurance 
system starting in 1977. From 
just government employees 
and the employees of 
private firms with more 
than 500 workers, coverage 
was gradually expanded 
to smaller private firms. A 
major concern was how to 
include those who are self-
employed, such as farmers 
in the rural areas and 
shopkeepers in urban centres. 
The government initially 

Tonga shared how its Health Services Act of 1991 seeks to provide all 
health services free of charge to its citizens. Its key financing source is 
still general government revenues from taxes. With the always mounting 
pressure of sustainability, Tongan parliamentarians have been active at 
the forefront of developing financing options.

paid for half of the premium of the self-employed to encourage participation. In 
2018, a new premium system was instituted that is based on a better understanding 
of the income of self-employed citizens.
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Viet Nam for its part described 
how its Tobacco Control 
Law of 2012 established a 
dedicated Tobacco Control 
Fund to provide financial 
resources for the prevention 
and control of tobacco use 
through smoking cessation 
programmes, research 
projects, and educational 
and communication 
programmes.

The Philippines discussed how it took close 
to 25 years for a tax on sugar sweetened 
beverages to be imposed. With 11 different 
versions filed since 1993, there have been 
diverse opinions on the matter, including weak 
support from other parliamentarians and fierce 
opposition from industry. The Honourable 
Estrellita Suansing, author of the measure 
that eventually got passed into law vowed to 
fight for its approval because of a personal 
experience with Diabetes in her family, all 
attributed to the consumption of sugar-
sweetened soft drinks. There was also strong 
coordination between parliamentarians, the 
Department of Health and the WHO that 
contributed to the measure’s enactment.

Participants then reflected in a plenary discussion on the political challenges of 
increasing consumption taxes, computing insurance premiums, and mobilizing 
taxpayers’ money in the context of budget deficits. Tobacco taxation was determined 
to be progressive if its health impact and purpose of paying for services meant for 
the poor are to be considered. Furthermore, the tax on tobacco was described as part 
of a broader package of tobacco control measures. Tobacco tax increases may not 
always lead to retail price increases, because the industry may choose to absorb the 
cost. Hence, higher taxes are needed to allow for the price signal to happen. 
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2.4 SESSION 3:  [ ]
STRENGTHENING LEGAL 
FRAMEWORKS FOR UHC
The third session highlighted the challenges and opportunities for parliamentarians 
to strengthen legal frameworks for UHC, including through legislative reform and 
regulatory oversight.

MOBILITY BREAK
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Technical Presentation: 
Legislation for UHC – Enacting the Mental 
Health Act in the Philippines
The Honourable Ana Theresia Hontiveros, Vice Chairperson of the Senate Committee 
on Health and Demography described the efforts of the Philippine Congress to enact 
the Mental Health Act in 2018 as a means of advancing UHC in the Philippines.  
The resolute commitment of advocates is what eventually led to a breakthrough of 
efforts dating back to 1989. The role of informal gatherings is often understated, but 
the output and outcomes of these engagements complemented formal mechanisms 
like committee hearings and plenary debates. A stakeholder analysis provided 
valuable guidance in dealing with each stakeholder and in steering all to common 
ground.  She shared how mental health is a significant public health problem in 
the Philippines, with insufficient resources for the prevention and treatment of 
mental health conditions. There is also a problem with both equity and efficiency 
as most of these services are concentrated in urban centres and are mostly focused 
on hospital-based care. Furthermore, the stigma that is attached to mental health is 
a massive barrier. 
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PARLIAMENTARIAN PANEL AND 
MODERATED DISCUSSION
Parliamentarians then shared their experiences through a panel discussion of 
selected countries, moderated by Dr Vivian Lin.

A major challenge to advancing 
UHC in Fiji is the growing burden of 
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs). 
This has prompted the government to 
prioritize earlier prevention measures. 
From a regulatory perspective, risk 
factors shall be reduced through the most 
direct of regulations: taxes. The Tobacco 
Control Act of 2010 has resulted in a 
steady decline in tobacco use; however, 
the challenge now is how to collect taxes 
on non-cigarette forms of tobacco. The 
Ministry of Health and Medical Services 
(MHMS) has also worked with its partners 
to reduce the import duties on fruits and 
vegetables, because at some times of the 
year or after disasters, the prices of these

In Thailand, the National Health 
Security Act of 2002 strengthened 
the country’s legal framework to 
advance UHC. It provides for a 
National Health Security Fund 
with three components: the UHC 
fund, a fund for civil servants and 
private sector employees, and 
social security.

increase. MHMS is also working with the ministry of agriculture to boost local 
fruit and vegetable production, and to monitor changes following the institution of 
these tax measures.
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In Palau, PPO 8-14 (2010) resulted in the Palau Healthcare Fund, which created the 
Medical Savings Account (MSA) and the National Health Insurance System. As of 
February 2016, 10% of tobacco and alcohol taxes have been earmarked to pay for the 
insurance premiums of those 60 years and older and all the disabled, while another 
10% of the same taxes have been earmarked for NCD programmes in communities. 
Employees contribute 2.5% of their salaries into the MSA, which may be used for 
outpatient services, drugs, or the premium payments for 3rd party health insurance 
schemes. Employers the contribute a matching 2.5% of the salaries into the national 
health insurance system, for the payment of hospital admissions and specialist 
referrals. The unemployed pay USD 40 per quarter as their insurance premium, and 
there is a voucher system for those who are not yet enrolled.

Tuvalu will have a national summit to review 
existing health policies by the end of October 
2018. The country also has established a 
parliamentary health committee to scrutinize 
all health issues and work with the ministry of 
health. Parliament is finding it challenging to 
exercise its oversight functions as it has a limited 
number of members. The limited skills of health 
professionals in the country has also resulted in 
the Tuvalu Medical Treatment Scheme that pays 
for overseas referrals. Parliament is looking to 
increasing taxes on tobacco and alcohol and 
making donations tax deductible in order to 
provide sustainable financing for UHC.
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In the Philippines where the 
disparity between the rich and 
poor remains wide, government 
has a big role to ensure that no 
one gets left behind. The UHC 
bill has already passed the House 
of Representatives and is being 
considered at the Senate. It is a 
product of collaboration across 
government sectors and among 
multiple stakeholders, seeking 
to institute major reforms in 
the country’s health financing 
and service delivery systems. 
The DOH and WHO have been 
working closely with Congress to 
refine the bill.

In the plenary discussion,  
participants identified the need to 
set-up a communication scheme to 
rapidly share progress on UHC with 
each other. Questions were raised 
regarding the Philippines’ Mental 
Health Act (MHA): on the need to 
balance access to services and the 
protection of the community for 
patients who pose a risk of harm to 
self and others, it was determined 
that only a very small percentage 
of mental health patients may need 
institutional care; hence, the MHA 
focuses more on community-based 
services in a devolved setting, and 
also includes provisions to break 
the stigma associated with mental 
health conditions.
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2.5 SESSION 4:  [ ]
NEXT STEPS FOR THE ASIA-PACIFIC 
PARLIAMENTARIAN FORUM ON 
GLOBAL HEALTH (PART 1)
For the fourth session, the Steering Committee for the Fourth Meeting circulated a 
draft “Manila Communiqué,” the proposed outcome document, which was a product 
of their initiative with the support of the Secretariat. Participants were invited to 
read the document in their private time, and to submit comments for consideration. 
The Co-Chair proposed to convene a drafting group which participants may join, 
if so desired.

2.6 SESSION 5:  [ ]
KEEPING COUNTRIES AT THE CENTRE – 
WHO IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC (PART 1)
The fifth session provided a broad overview of the World Health Organization, with 
focus on the Regional Office for the Western Pacific.  Senior staff shared examples 
of the Organization’s support to Member States, along with reflections from WHO 
WPRO’s leadership. 
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TECHNICAL PRESENTATION: THE GUARDIAN 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC
Senior management, led by Dr Marc Jacobs, acting Director of Programme 
Management, along with Dr Peter Cowley, acting Director of Health Systems, 
Dr Rabindra Romauld Abeyasinghe, acting Director of Communicable Diseases, 
Dr Hai-Rim Shin, Director of NCD and Health through the Life Course, Dr Li 
Ailan, Director of Health Securities and Emergencies, and Dr Corinne Capuano, 
Director of Pacific Support, delivered a joint technical presentation that illustrated 
WHO’s work in countries. In support of the overall goal of ensuring the highest 
attainable level of health for all people, WHO articulates evidence-based policy 
options, sets norms and standards for health, supports countries to improve health 
and health systems, leads on global health matters, shapes the health research 
agenda, and monitors and assesses health trends. They also gave an overview of 
the thirteenth general programme of work 2019-2023 approved by the 71st World 
Health Assembly, that aims to promote health, keep the world safe, and protect 
the vulnerable.

The work of WHO in the Western Pacific is focused around the five main areas 
of health systems, communicable diseases, noncommunicable diseases, health 
security and emergencies, and support to Pacific island Member States. Examples 
in specific countries are given below.
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In Viet Nam, WHO is working with the government and its partners to help 
strengthen their health system to deliver better care for people. Through a series 
of policy briefs WHO provided strategic advice in three areas: governance and 
management of hospitals; strengthening primary health care; and education and 
regulation of the health workforce. WHO worked closely with relevant Ministries 
and also engaged in high-level policy dialogues with parliamentarians (both at 
national and local level).

In Mongolia, WHO works closely with the 
government to advance the Healthy Liver 
Programme through policy support to help 
understand the local disease burden, access to 
hepatitis medicines and the economic impact 
of Hepatitis C. WHO assistance also includes 
supporting the strengthening of laboratory and 
surveillance systems and supporting health 
workers to provide a continuum of people-
centred care and treatment for both Hepatitis B 
and C.
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MODERATED DISCUSSION

A plenary discussion was 
moderated by Dr Angela Pratt, 
Executive Officer, Office of the 
Regional Director. Participants 
pondered on what the next big 
challenge is for WHO. Even as 
WHO is a traditionally normative 
institute, it has new roles to 
play, especially at the level of 
the Regional Office and Country 
Offices. There is also the challenge

2.7 SESSION 6:  [ ]
KEEPING COUNTRIES AT THE CENTRE 
– WHO IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC 
(PART 2)

The sixth session showcased an illustrative 
range of health topics that WHO has 
supported countries in the Western Pacific 
to address in recent years, including the 
technical agenda items selected as priority 
issues and reviewed by Member States 
at the 68th Western Pacific Regional 
Committee Meeting (RCM) (October 2017), 
and to be reviewed at the upcoming 69th 
RCM (October 2018).

of collaborating with other international agencies such as the World Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank – participants identified a need for these agencies to 
collaborate with WHO and finance its initiatives.
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Grouped across three parallel venues, topics were featured at individual “Meet and 
Greet” stands, staffed by WHO experts, along with resource materials.  Parliamentarians 
freely explored the marketplace for information and inspiration.

The topics were as follows:

Improving health service delivery
 • Hospital planning and management
 • Health promotion for sustainable development
 • E-health
 • Rehabilitation

Enhancing governance and financing for health
 • Regulatory convergence/strengthening for medicines and health workforce
 • Legal frameworks for health in the SDGs
 • Protecting children from the harmful impact of food marketing
 • Financing priority health services
 • Food safety

Strengthening approaches to address communicable diseases and health 
security
 • Measles and rubella
 • Neglected tropical diseases
 • Outbreaks and emergencies
 • Triple elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV, hepatitis B, and  
   syphilis
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MODERATED DISCUSSION
A plenary discussion was moderated by Dr Gundo Aurel Weiler. Participants discussed 
how the traditional working arrangement of WHO which is to work through the ministry 
of health is now being complemented by increasing engagements with members of 
parliament. It is seen as an exciting, innovative and challenging new avenue of work that 
entails a different style and an evolving skillset. Participants elaborated further on specific 
assistance from WHO that they would like to see in parliament. For instance, legal advice 
and guidance would be appreciated by members of parliament to help them in debating 
health issues. Participants also requested for assistance from WHO in facilitating national 
health summits by parliamentarians exercising their oversight functions.
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2.8 SITE VISIT 1: [ ]
LOCAL GOVERNANCE FOR HEALTH 
PROMOTION



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 30

Participants travelled by land to the City of Balanga in the nearby Province of Bataan for 
the series of site visits.

The Honourable Albert Garcia, Governor of the Province of Bataan, welcomed the 
participants. He discussed with the visiting Members of Parliament how the Province 
of Bataan is interpreting national health policies and laws through measures that 
promote health and integrate the delivery of services for people within its jurisdiction. 
He also highlighted the close coordination and alignment of all sectors in this regard.

The first site visit underscored the role of local governance for health promotion.
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Presentation: 
Gearing towards a healthy Province of 
Bataan

Dr Rosanna Buccahan, Provincial Health Officer of Bataan, discussed the province’s 
goal to increase life expectancy of the population through a provincial service 
delivery network (SDN) framework. The provincial SDN identified the models of 
care to address the leading causes of mortality in the province, among all health 
facilities - from the community up to the end referral hospital. 
Further to the curative healthcare provided through the SDN framework, the 
province also has various health promotion and disease prevention policies such 
as a comprehensive province-wide anti-smoking ordinance; an executive order 
creating and constituting a provincial malaria elimination hubl; a provincial 
council resolution institutionalizing and strengthening a provincial epidemiology 
and surveillance unit; an ordinance for dengue, malaria, zika, Japanese encephalitis 
and chikungunya prevention and control; and a provincial council resolution 
instensifying the use of iodized salt. The province also has a campaign called “BEST,” 
which stands for Be fit; Eat nutritious food; Stop smoking; and Tame alcohol.
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Presentation: 
Health Promotion in the 
City of Balanga

The Honourable Francis Anthony Garcia, Mayor of the City of Balanga discussed 
health promotion programs in the City of Balanga. The primary objective of 
these programs is to institutionalize a learning, healthy and family-oriented 
lifestyle throughout the city, encouraging citizens to make healthy choices and 
live healthy lives. The programs include maternal and child health, nutrition, and 
noncommunicable disease prevention lectures during barangay (village) learning 
health days.

The city also implements Go4Health, which is a campaign to inform and encourage 
citizens to increase physical activity, eat properly, and avoid tobacco and alcohol. 
It includes GoSigla, or regular aerobic dance classes conducted for free in barangay 
covered courts and at the city plaza (open space); GoSustansya, which is a nutrition 
program that includes the regulation of the sale of junk food and carbonated 
drinks in all public and private schools; GoSlow sa Tagay, which regulates the sale 
of alcoholic beverages (allowed only until 12 midnight) at venues away from the 
city; and GoSmoke-free, which includes ordinances that expand the coverage of 
a smoking ban within the University Town and its three-kilometer radius. There 
is also a health program for the youth called the “HAPPY” Club, which stands 
for healthy adolescent participating in program for youth. There are also health 
awareness programs about HIV/AIDS.

With the assistance of WHO, Balanga City also established the first Health 
Promotion Board in the Philippines, which aims to support activities related to 
the promotion of good health, safety and the prevention and early detection of 
disease; increase awareness of citizens on programs for promoting good health in 
the community through the sponsorship of sports, the arts and popular culture; and 
encourage healthy behaviours in the community through support and funding of 
community-initiated activities for health promotion.
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Dr Koong Heng Nung, founder of the Tobacco 
Free Generation (TFG) movement discussed 
the TFG endgame, which aims to ensure 
that children born on and after a pre-defined 
birth year are educated not to smoke, with 
accompanying legislation that prohibits the 
sale of tobacco products to this generation.

2.9 SITE VISIT 2: [ ]
PROMOTING HEALTHY DIET
The second site visit was a working lunch that gave participants a taste of Filipino 
hospitality, traditional eating practices, and healthy options from the local cuisine. 
Governor Garcia, Mayor Garcia and Representative Garcia welcomed all participants 
to Doña Emiliana Hall, a dining venue located on their family’s residential property.

Healthy food was laid out on 
banana leaves in a “boodle 
fight” style, where diners 
would sit together at table and 
eat using their hands. Single 
use plastics were avoided, 
with participants being given 
reusable bamboo straws both 
as utensils for their drinks 
and as souvenirs of the event.
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2.10 SITE VISIT 3: [ ]
STRENGTHENING SERVICE DELIVERY NETWORKS
The third site visit allowed participants to observe the operations of the Bataan 
General Hospital, a tertiary health care facility that also serves as the apex or end 
referral facility of the provincial service delivery network.

Presentation: 
Service Delivery Networks towards 
Universal Health Care

Dr Glory Baltazar, Medical Center 
Chief II discussed how the Bataan 
General Hospital (BGH) as the apex 
facility of the province-wide service 
delivery network of Bataan leads a 
total of 5 government hospitals, 7 
private hospitals, 19 rural health units, 
and 195 barangay health stations. 
The BGH approach to UHC has been 
through a multi-sectoral governance 
coalition of SDN members that 
underpins the patient journey 
from consultation at primary level 
(barangay health stations,   rural health 
units), gatekeeping to determine the

need  for referral to a higher level facility, referral of secondary cases to district 
hospitals or private hospitals, referral to BGH, and return referral to primary 
care. Apart from the formal governance arrangements that has been reduced 
in writing through a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between partners, a 
Bataan-BGH SDN Online Referral System also connects all facilities, alerting 
receiving staff of incoming patients.
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Participants were then divided into four groups. 
BGH staff accompanied each group as it toured a 
different part of the health facility – seeing firsthand 
how services are being delivered.

2.11 SESSION 7: [ ]
REFLECTIONS ON SITE VISIT, NEXT STEPS FOR 
THE FORUM AND CLOSING CEREMONY

The final session reflected 
on efforts by the Philippines 
to implement national 
mandates for UHC through 
local governance for health, 
as demonstrated by health 
promotion and service 
delivery initiatives in Balanga 
City and Bataan Province. 

In plenary discussion moderated by Dr Gundo Weiler, Parliamentarians commented 
on the Philippine experience, while sharing examples from their own countries. 
Participants remarked how the Seoul Declaration from the First Meeting of the 
Forum has been implemented in the Province of Bataan. The site visit showcased the 
active participation of communities in health promotion, the scale-up of local health 
initiatives such as tobacco control to the national level through representation of 
parliamentarians, and the closure of gaps between national health policies and local 
practice.
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Delegates from Kiribati gathered much information from the Fourth Meeting and 
committed to relay this to their administration and lawmakers back home. They 
remarked how the development of the Bataan General Hospital was remarkable, 
with the situation fifteen years ago being the same as where their country is now. 
This inspired them to remark that so long as parliamentarians and governments 
will commit to development, then it will happen.

Delegates from Samoa appreciated the 
commitment of local authorities in 
Bataan to mobilize funding for the health 
system in the province. They noted the 
close coordination of stakeholders from 
the top leadership all the way to the 
village level. They expressed gratitude 
to the Philippines for hosting the Fourth 
Meeting and especially for preparing an 
exciting site visit, and to WHO for its 
secretariat support.

Delegates from Cambodia were very impressed by Philippine efforts toimplement 
UHC at national and local levels. They cited Bataan as having a very good example 
of a service delivery network, recalling how in Cambodia similar reforms are being 
done to empower provincial governments to deliver health services with social 
accountability and transparency.
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As President of the Forum, Professor Takemi then presented the updated draft of the 
outcome statement which reflected comments and suggested revisions. Participants 
then arrived at a consensus to adopt the Manila Communique (Annex 3) as the 
official outcome statement of the Fourth Meeting.

Delegates from Korea requested 
participants to save the date 
for an Executive Leadership 
Development Course on 
Sustainable Health Financing 
sometime in October 2019. 
This will be facilitated by the 
Korean National Assembly and 
the National Health Insurance 
Service. Further details will be 
provided soon.
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Dr Shin remarked how the Forum will continue to be a very important part of the WHO 

secretariat activities in the future. He also thanked the exceptional efforts of the Philippine 

Steering Committee in making the Fourth Meeting a success.

Dr Tan congratulated all the members of parliament, ministers and delegates who made 

the Fourth Meeting a success, urging all parliamentarians to continue enacting valuable 

legislations that will mainstream the Sustainable Development Goals into national plans and 

align them with global commitments. She also urged parliamentarians to pass legislations 

that address not only the needs of the population but must also genuinely reflect the voices 

and hopes of the people.  

Senator Ejercito was pleased that all had a wonderful time and learned a lot from the 

technical sessions and site visits. He reiterated how the Fourth Meeting in Manila is timely 

as the Philippines moves into the final processes of legislating UHC into law.

The Co-Chairs, on behalf of all parliamentarians present, then congratulated Dr Shin for his 

dedication to promoting health in the region. They presented a Certificate of Appreciation 

to him for a job well done as WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific.

Delegates from Fiji expressed 

their sincere and heartfelt 

gratitude to the Forum for 

supporting their bid to host 

the Fifth Meeting of the Forum 

in 2019. They committed to 

making it successful, and 

looked forward to welcoming 

all Forum members in Fiji.
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9. Confirmed also that funding mechanisms can also promote health by 
discouraging unhealthy behaviours such as tobacco use, excess sugar consumption, 
and the harmful use of alcohol;

10. Emphasized that strategies to attain UHC require the effective stewardship of 
the health system; and

11. Accepted that parliamentarians have the power to make laws and hold 
governments to account, and these powers should be used to achieve UHC.

3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS[ ]

Participants were urged to:

1. Enact, according to national needs and capacities, legislations that shall 
strengthen health governance, promote the right to health, including mental health, 
improve service delivery, prevent and manage public health risk, as well as address 
the social determinants of health in order to advance UHC and achieve SDGs on 
health;

2.  Approve budgets for essential health services to advance UHC that includes 
equitable access and sustainable health outcomes;

3. Mobilize sustainable resources by adopting measures that will generate revenues 
from domestic sources;

4.  Promote health through these same revenue measures that will simultaneously 
discourage unhealthy behaviours, such as tobacco use, excess sugar consumption 
and harmful use of alcohol, among others;

5. Exercise parliamentary powers of oversight during the implementation of 
all health programmes in order to maintain a coherent operational framework 
anchored on UHC;

6. Encourage the active participation of various constituencies, communities, 
and civil society at all levels, as well as the private sector, in health planning and 
decision-making processes for UHC, while protecting against conflicts of interest; 
and

7. Continue engaging in international partnerships, including through the Asia-
Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, to foster collaboration in addressing 
cross-border health issues and raise awareness of global health in the development 
of international health mandates.

3.2.1 RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR MEMBER STATES[ ]
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3.2.1 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WHO[ ]
Participants requested WHO to:

1. Continue supporting the further development of the Forum, as appropriate, in 
consultation with the Executive Committee;

2. Support the Parliament of the Republic of Fiji to organize and chair the fifth 
meeting of the Forum in 2019;

3. Support the National Health Insurance Service of the Republic of Korea, in 
coordination with the National Assembly, to develop and deliver the Executive 
Leadership Course on Sustainable Health Financing for Forum members in 2019;

4. Facilitate engagement between Forum members, including country study groups 
on priority health issues, as appropriate; 

5.  Develop and maintain a platform to facilitate on-going communications between 
Forum members on Forum activities and updates on parliamentarian initiatives for 
health in countries; and

6.  Continue supporting Member States, upon request and as appropriate, to achieve 
health in the SDGs, including through technical assistance in securing sustainable 
financing and strengthening legal frameworks for UHC.
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ANNEX 1. LIST OF 
PARTICIPANTS

His Excellency Prak Cham Roeun
Senator

Senate of the Kingdom of Cambodia

Phnom Phen

His Excellency Tep Yuthy
Senator

Senate of the Kingdom of Cambodia

Phnom Phen
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COOK ISLANDS[ ]
The Honourable Vainetutai Rose Brown
Minister of Health
Parliament of the Cook Islands
Parliament House, PO Box 13, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
rose.brown@cookislands.gov.ck

The Honourable Te-Hani Rose Alexandra Brown
Member of Parliament
Parliament of the Cook Islands
Parliament House, PO Box 13, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
te-hanibrown@outlook.co.nz
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The Honourable Jiko Fatafehi Luveni
Speaker 
Parliament of the Republic of Fiji
Speakers Chamber, Parliament, P.O. Box 2352, 
Government Building, Suva, Fiji

The Honourable Mikaele Rokosova Leawere
Member of Parliament
Parliament of the Republic of Fiji
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Government Building, Suva, Fiji
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Ambassador to Japan, Ambassador to the Republic of the 
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Embassy of the Republic of Fiji, 14F, NOA Building, 2-3-5 
Azabudai, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, 106-0041 Japan
Isikeli.Mataitoga@fijiembassy.jp

The Honourable Keizo Takemi
House of Councillors – National Diet of Japan
1-7-1 Nagatacho, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0014, Japan
keizo57@takemi.net

JAPAN[ ]
PRESIDENT: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARIAN 
FORUM ON GLOBAL HEALTH
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The Honourable Choi Doja
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The Honourable Delegate Victoria Ngiratkakl-Kanai
Member of Parliament
House of Delegates – Palau National Congress (Olbiil Era Kelalu)
P.O. Box 8, Koror, Palau, 96940
vickynkanai@gmail.com

PHILIPPINES[ ]

The Honourable Joseph Victor Ejercito
Senator
Senate of the Republic of the Philippines 
Rm. 511 & 2 (New Wing 5/F) GSIS Building, Financial Center, 
Diokno Blvd., Pasay City, Philippines
jvejercito@me.com

The Honourable Dr Angelina Tan
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm 516, Northwing Building, House of Representatives, Constitution 
Hills 1126, Qu ezon City, Philippines
cong_helentan@yahoo.com 

CO-CHAIR: FOURTH MEETING, ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARIAN 
FORUM ON GLOBAL HEALTH

CO-CHAIR: FOURTH MEETING, ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARIAN 
FORUM ON GLOBAL HEALTH



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 50

STEERING COMMITTEE: FOURTH MEETING, ASIA-PACIFIC 
PARLIAMENTARIAN FORUM ON GLOBAL HEALTH

The Honourable Risa Hontiveros
Senator
Senate of the Republic of the Philippines 
Rm. 527 & 9 (New Wing 5/F) GSIS Building, Financial Center, 
Diokno Blvd., Pasay City, Philippines
risahq@gmail.com

The Honourable Jose Enrique Garcia III
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm S-302, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126, 
Quezon City, Philippines
joet.garcia@gmail.com

The Honourable Estrellita Suansing
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm S-417, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126 
Quezon City, Philippines
staff.of.cong.suansing@gmail.com

The Honourable Ron Salo
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm RVM-411, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126, 
Quezon City, Philippines
rsalo@yahoo.com



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 51

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The Honourable Rose Marie “Baby” J. Arenas
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm S-315, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126 
Quezon City, Philippines
+63 (2) 931-5001, Local: 7236

The Honourable Cheryl P. Deloso-Montalla 
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm N-510, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126, 
Quezon City, Philippines

The Honourable Evelina G. Escudero
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm N-108, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126, 
Quezon City, Philippines

The Honourable Ciriaco S. Calalang
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm RVM 103, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126, 
Quezon City, Philippines

The Honourable Virgilio S. Lacson
House of Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines
Rm N-602, House of Representatives, Constitution Hills 1126, 
Quezon City, Philippines



Asia-Pacifi c Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 52

SAMOA[ ]
The Honourable Faaulusua Rosa Duffy-Stowers
Member of Parliament
Legislative Assembly of Samoa
P.O. Box 1866, Apia, Samoa
vaelaap@gmail.com

The Honourable Toleafoa Ken Vaafusuaga Poutoa
Member of Parliament
Legislative Assembly of Samoa
P.O. Box 1866, Apia, Samoa
faaulusau.rosa@gmail.com

SOLOMON ISLANDS[ ]
The Honourable Charles Sigoto
Member of Parliament
National Parliament of Solomon Islands
P.O. Box G19, Honiara, Solomon Islands
david.kusilifu@parliament.gov.sb

The Honourable Dickson Mua Panakitasi
Member of Parliament
National Parliament of Solomon Islands
P.O. Box G19, Honiara, Solomon Islands
wilson.orisi@parliament.gov.sb



Asia-Pacifi c Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 53

THAILAND[ ]
The Honourable Dr Thamrong Dasananjali
Member of Parliament
National Assembly of Th ailand
Authongnai Road, Khet, Dusit, Bangkok, Th ailand 10300
thamrongd@yahoo.com

The Honourable General Worapong Sanganetra
Member of Parliament
National Assembly of Th ailand
Authongnai Road, Khet, Dusit, Bangkok, Th ailand 10300

TONGA[ ]
The Honourable Lord Tu’i’afi tu
Member of Parliament
Legislative Assembly of Tonga
P.O. Box 901, Vuna Road, Nuku’alofa, Tonga
tuiafi tu@parliament.gov.to

The Honourable Otinielu Tautaleimalae Tausi
Speaker 
Parliament of Tuvalu (Palamene o Tuvalu)
Fakaifou, Funafuti, Tuvalu
otausi@gmail.com

TUVALU[ ]

The Honourable Kausea Natano
Member of Parliament
Parliament of Tuvalu (Palamene o Tuvalu)
Parliament of Tuvalu, Fakaifou, Funafuti, Tuvalu
knatano1@gmail.com



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 54

VANUATU[ ]

The Honourable Edwin Amblus
First Deputy Speaker 
Parliament of Vanuatu
Parliament Chambers, P.O. Box 9052, Port Vila, Vanuatu
eamacreveth@vanautu.gov.vu

The Honourable Minister Jerome Ludvaune
Member of Parliament
Parliament of Vanuatu
Parliament Chambers, P.O. Box 9052, Port Vila, Vanuatu
jludvaune@vanautu.gov.vu

The Honourable Le Thi Nguyet
Member of Parliament
National Assembly, 
22 Hung Vuong Street, Ba Dinh, Hanoi Viet Nam
nguyetlt@qh.gov.vn

The Honourable Nguyen Thi Thu Dung
Member of Parliament
National Assembly of Viet Nam
22 Hung Vuong Street, Ba Dinh, Hanoi Viet Nam
nguyenthithudung@qh.gov.vn

VIETNAM[ ]



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 55

Mr Davann Rath Chesda, Secretary, Commission on Health, Social Affairs, 
Youth Rehabilitation, Labors, Vocational Training, and Women Affairs, Senate, 
Vimeanrath Chamcar Mon, Preah Norodom Boulevard, Phnom Penh, Cambodia / 
chesda_senate@yahoo.com

Ms Ane Navunivere, Secretariat Staff, Parliament, P.O. Box 2352, Government 
Building, Suva, Fiji / +679 892 5228 
 
Mr Sakiusa Raralevu Vakalolo Rakai, Secretariat Staff, Parliament, P.O. Box 
2352, Government Building, Suva, Fiji / sakiusa.rakai@parliament.gov.fj

Ms Catherine Allen, Staff Attorney, National Congress, P.O. Box PS 3, Palikir, 
Pohnpei, FM 96941 / mscathmallen@gmail.com
 
Ms Narantuya Shar, Director, Foreign Relations Department, Great State Hural, 
State Palaca-311b, Sukhbaatar Square 1, Sukhbaatar District, Ulaanbaatar 14201, 
Mongolia / narantuyash@parliament.mn

Kang Silver, JW Lee Center for Global Medicine, Seoul National University College 
of Medicine, Global Center, IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, 
Republic of Korea

Kim Nada, JW Lee Center for Global Medicine, Seoul National University College 
of Medicine, Global Center, IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, 
Republic of Korea

Lee Haerin, JW Lee Center for Global Medicine, Seoul National University College 
of Medicine, Global Center, IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, 
Republic of Korea

Oh Juhwan, JW Lee Center for Global Medicine, Seoul National University College 
of Medicine, Global Center, IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, 
Republic of Korea

Park Sa Eun, JW Lee Center for Global Medicine, Seoul National University College 
of Medicine, Global Center, IhwaJang-gil 71 Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-810, 
Republic of Korea 

PARLIAMENTARY  SUPPORT  STAFF[ ]



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 56

Son Jeongwoo, Korean Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, 
Republic of Korea

Choi Seemoon, Korean Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, 
Republic of Korea 

Kim Si Woo, Korean Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health, 
Republic of Korea

Byeonghee Park, Director, National Health Insurance Service, 32, 
Geongang-ro, Wonju-si, Gangwon-do, Republic of Korea
Cho Junyeon, Deputy Director, National Health Insurance Service, 32, 
Geongang-ro, Wonju-si, Gangwon-do, Republic of Korea Republic of Korea

Seo Jangwon, Deputy Manager, National Health Insurance Service, 32, 
Geongang-ro, Wonju-si, Gangwon-do, Republic of Korea

Wee Hyeseung, Senior Researcher, National Health Insurance Service, 32, 
Geongang-ro, Wonju-si, Gangwon-do, Republic of Korea 

Mr Wilson Orisi, Secretary, Legal Committee, National Parliament, P.O. Box 
G19, Honiara, Solomon Islands / wilson.orisi@parliament.gov.sb

Ms Tatiya Ratanawiroj, Foreign Relation Official, Secretariat of the Senate, 
Authongnai Road, Khet, Dusit, Bangkok, Thailand 10300

Dr Sione Vikilani, Deputy Clerk, Legislative Assembly, P.O. Box 901, Vuna 
Road, Nuku’alofa, Tonga / sione.vikilani@gmail.com

Ms Vu Thi Binh Minh, Deputy Director, Department for Social Affairs, 
National Assembly, 22 Hung Vuong Street, Ba Dinh, Hanoi, Viet Nam / vu.thi.
binh@gmail.com



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 57

STEERING COMMITTEE: FOURTH MEETING, 
ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARIAN FORUM 
ON GLOBAL HEALTH[ ]

The Honourable Secretary Francisco Duque III
Secretary of Health
Department of Health, Manila, Philippines

Dr Mario Villaverde
Undersecretary for Health
Department of Health, Manila, Philippines

Dr Gerard Bayugo
Undersecretary for Health, Department of Health
Department of Health, Manila, Philippines

TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP: FOURTH 
MEETING, ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARIAN 
FORUM ON GLOBAL HEALTH[ ]

Atty Joanna Maries Narvaez, Chief Legislative Staff, 
Office of Senator Joseph Victor Ejercito, Senate, Pasay City, Philippines / 
mariesnarvaez@gmail.com

Mr Ramon Navarra Jr, Director, Office of Senator Risa Hontiveros, Senate, Pasay 
City, Philippines / rnavarra@gmail.com

Atty Princess Bambi Remigio, Political Affairs Officer, 
Office of Representative Angelina Tan, House of Representatives, Quezon City, 
Philippines / cong_helentan@yahoo.com

Ms Alanna Balbuena, Office of Representative Jose Garcia III, 
House of Representatives, Quezon City, Philippines / alannabalbuena45@gmail.
com

Ms Leah Faith Ladra, Legislative Staff, 
Office of Representative Estrellita Suansing, Quezon City, Philippines / staff.of.cong.
suansing@gmail.com



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 58

Mr Jan Rockefeller Iligan, Legislative Staff, Rm RVM-411, Office of 
Representative Ron Salo, House of Representatives, Quezon City, Philippines / 
kabayan.repsalo@gmail.com

Ms Maylene Beltran, Director IV, Bureau of International Health Cooperation,
Department of Health, Manila, Philippines / mbeltran.bihc@gmail.com

Dr Kenneth Ronquillo, Director IV, Health Policy Development and Planning,
Department of Health, Manila, Philippines / kgronquillo.hpdpb@gmail.com

Ms Georgina Ramiro, Chief Health Program Officer, Bureau of International 
Health Cooperation, Department of Health, Manila, Philippines / 
gramiro.bihc@gmail.com

Ms Maika Baganu-Fontalera, Senior Health Program Officer, Bureau of 
International Health Cooperation, Department of Health, Manila, Philippines / 
mrnbaganu.bihc@gmail.com

SECRETARIAT[ ]
Dr Shin Young-soo, Regional Director, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific

Dr Mark Jacobs, Director, Programme Management, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

Dr Li Ailan, Director, Health Security and Emergencies, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

Dr Hai-Rim Shin, Director, Noncommunicable Diseases and Health through the 
Life Course, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

Dr Rabindra Abeyasinghe, a/Director, Communicable Diseases, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific

Dr Peter Cowley, a/Director, Health Systems, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

Dr Angela Pratt, Executive Officer, Office of the Regional Director, Coordinator, 
Communications and External Relations, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

Dr Ki-Hyun Hahm, Responsible Technical Officer, Health Law and Ethics, 
Division of Health Systems, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, Manila, 
Philippines / hahmk@who.int



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 59

Dr Indrajit Hazarika, Technical Officer, Health Workforce Policy, Integrated 
Services Delivery, Division of Health Systems, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific

Dr Annie Chu, Health Economist, Health Policy and Financing, 
Division of Health Systems, 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
Manila, Philippines / chua@who.int

Mr Emmanuel Eraly, Technical Officer, Essential Medicines and Technology, 
Division of Health Systems,
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
Manila, Philippines / eralye@who.int

Dr Albert Francis Domingo, Consultant, Health Law and Ethics, 
Division of Health Systems 
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
Manila, Philippines / domingoa@who.int

Ms Katrina Fajardo, Assistant, Health Law and Ethics, Division of Health 
Systems, WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 
Manila, Philippines / fajardok@who.int

Dr Gundo Aurel Weiler, WHO Representative in the Philippines, 
WHO Representative Office Philippines, 
Manila, Philippines

Mr Jeremias  Paul, Coordinator, Tobacco Control and Economics, 
WHO Headquarters, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dr Vivian Lin, Professor, La Trobe University, 
Melbourne, Australia / v.lin@latrobe.edu.au



Asia-Pacific Parliamentarian Forum on Global Health 60

ANNEX 2. MEETING 
PROGRAMME
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ANNEX 3. MANILA 
COMMUNIQUE
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ANNEX 4. 
UHC BRIEF
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